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Future Events
The Leap……………………………………………………………………………….11th September
Brandy Creek Beginners Backpack………………………………………………18th September
Brandy Creek Walk/Camp…………………………………………………………..18th September
General Meeting ………………………………………………….…….…….…..….21st September
Teemdeavour Loop………………………………………………………………….25th September
Quandong Camp…………………………………………………….……………..…….2nd October
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From the Editor
As promised the newsletter is a little late this month.
A reminder to all that the club has a small but interesting selection of books to borrow. We also have in the collection
hard copies of most if not all of the newsletters since the club began. Contact Frances if you wish to borrow any
reading materials.
A big thank you to everyone for all the photos and write ups. It makes it much easier for me to put the newsletter
together.
Have a great month everyone.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to September 26th

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance

Terrain

S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
The Leap
Sunday 11 Sept

views and interesting rock formations including
basalt columns. Bring water for the day and
insect repellent as there can be scrub itch on
The Leap.

Leader:
Kevin Smith Ph 4969 6068
Depart:
7.00am
Journey:
50km $5.00
Map Ref:
Mackay 103689
Grade: S85
Estimated walking time: 5 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 250m. Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven Vegetation: Scrub, Grass Trees
Expect: some steep slopes, some rock
hopping, steep scrambles, loose rocks. We will
follow a rough creek bed for a while before
heading to the top of Mt Mandura (commonly
known as The Leap). The Leap offers excellent

Beginners' Back Pack Camp
Brandy Creek to Repulse Creek
SUN, MON, TUES, 18, 19, 20 SEPT
See "DAY WALK " below. We will set out
with the day walkers to the Repulse
Creek Campsite where there are toilets and
campsites with fibreglass trunks for the storage
of gear. It would be great to stay two nights
and spend the middle day relaxing and
exploring the nearby creek. If this is your first
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time backpacking please feel free to contact the
leader early for advice and assistance with your
preparation. It will be necessary to book
campsites and this will be the first weekend of
the school holidays so please book early
by MONDAY 12th.

Teemdeavour Loop
Sunday 25th September
Leader: Garry Hendicott 49440236 or Jenny
0447091532
Depart: 6am
Journey: 160km $16
Map Ref: Mirani 749 517
Grade: L56
Walking Time: 7 hours Total of uphill: 300m
Terrain: Creek banks, rocks, long grass
Expect: Cow pads, fairly easy creek bank
walking, some rock hopping, short steep
scrambles, bush bashing, swimming.
This is an interesting combination of the old
favourite Teemburra and Endeavour Creek
walks forming a loop covering various terrain
types. We will start at Captain’s Crossing and
head upstream towards Teemburra Dam
(instead of the usual downstream). A fairly
leisurely stroll up Teemburra will bring us to the
junction with Endeavour Creek (3.3km). We will
then divert into Endeavour Creek and follow it
upstream to a small waterhole (2.2km). From
here we will “scramble” (hands and knees) up a
short but steep grassy gully to pick up the road
(300m). Once on the road we will travel north
(2.2km). Leaving the road we will bush bash on
a compass bearing (106.80) to pick up a ridge
and eventually reach an interesting waterfall in
Horse Creek looking down upon the “Big
Waterhole” (1.4km). There will be another
“scramble” down to the waterhole. The aim is to
be at the waterhole for a slightly late but
extended lunch with copious swimming and
frolicking. The final leg will be north up
Teemburra back to the cars (2.7km with some
rock hopping). All up we will be covering
around 13km’s so although not overly difficult, it
is a long day, hence the early 6am start, you
will be glad of the swim at the big waterhole by
the time you get there.

Brandy Creek Day Walk
Sunday 18th September 2016
Leader:
Coral Morgan 49578474
Depart:
7 am
Journey: App.300km $30.00
Grade:
L33
Start:
Brandy Creek car park
Estimated walking time; 6 hrs Total of all up
hill; 200m, Terrain; old forestry road and
formed
side
tracks. Vegetation; Rainforest. Expect; sha
llow creek crossings - toilets , water and tables
at lunch spot (no shops) - waterholes in
Repulse Creek.
This is my favourite section of the Whitsunday
Great Walk through rainforest festooned with
vines and harbouring copious bird life. There
are two short optional side tracks along the
way. Just over eight km of undulating track
leads to the first camp / picnic area. Here,
those camping will stay overnight and day
walkers will return to their cars.
Please book early.
Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 21st September
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome. Induction Carole and Frances

Previous Activities
Clarks Pinnacle
Sunday 31st July
13 people gathered early morning for an assault on Clarks Pinnacle. I assured them at the circle talk
that visibility would be spectacular and the walk probably wasn’t as hard as it was written up. It turns
out I lied as recent rains had given the undergrowth a spectacular boost, making the battle up difficult at
times.
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We set off up the first ridge climbing in height steadily as
we went. It wasn’t long before we could see the pinnacle
and our destination. Thick prickly bushes soon covered the
ridge we were on. Linda felt that because the bushes were
native, she couldn’t not like them but they did slow our
progress a little. As we got closer to the Grotto, the
undergrowth became very tangly and at times very difficult
to
battle through,
especially for those out
in front. Tim proved
himself to be a good bulldozer, helping to flatten a path. Once we
had battled our way to the Grotto and worked our way around it, the
vegetation improved considerably and we were soon on the saddle
at the base of the Pinnacle.
Most of us opted to climb to the top before having lunch. We were
treated to the sight of 3 magnificent wedge tail eagles circling
overhead although Garry was concerned they were vultures waiting for him. The birds seemed content
to just cruise and play in the thermal currents and I think most of us were a little envious of their skill.
After soaking up the views, several of us worked our way to the back of Clarks Pinnacle for some
different
views
before
heading back to the saddle for lunch.
At 1.30 we reluctantly headed back. Down the
scree slope we went through the narrow slot
between some large rocks and down we kept
going until reaching the creek. At times we had to
detour around lantana outcrops but overall it
wasn’t too bad.
Walking back along the creek offered plenty of variety with
some
clambering
and stretching over
rocks and small
pools of water. Upon reaching the place where we leave the
creek we found the road had been recently been upgraded. In
the past it has been difficult to follow but this time we couldn’t
miss it. Once we left the road it was an easy stroll back to the
cars.
Thanks to everyone who participated making this such a good
walk.
Jenny

Homevale Three Creeks
Sunday 31 July
Peter and I enjoyed a stay at Lyall's place. Jim (from Rubyvale) was also there.
Come Sunday morning Lyall was off early to join Jenny and her troop for
the Clarke's Pinnacle venture. Jim ferried Peter and myself to our
rendezvous at the Mt Adder turnoff, near a photogenic old mailbox. A big
thank you to Carole for organizing the town group, Frances for the
transport and Maureen for coming and behaving herself. We hiked from
near the Marling Spikes all the way to the old Station Homestead via
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Spike Creek, Oakey Creek and Homestead Creek enjoying the birds and bees, trees and flowers and
easy walking. Let the pictures tell the tale.
Coral

Trees and girls still standing

Can you spot 4 hats?

Still in Oakey Creek

Smalley's Beach to Cape Hillsborough
Sunday 7th August
Cape Hillsborough was named after the
Earl of Hillsborough, by Captain Cook in
his 1770 voyage. Cape Hillsborough
National Park’s bulky hills are the remains
of an old volcano that erupted
approximately 34 million years ago, and
was one of Australia’s most recent
volcanoes. Volcanic activity resulted in
distinct lava seams inter-bedded with layers of volcanic ash. Pinnacle Rock, 5 km west of the main
visitor area, is the core of an extinct volcano. The main geology of the area is rhyolite, an acid volcanic
rock that erodes to form relatively infertile and shallow stony soils. The cliffs and rock outcrops
overlooking the ocean contain caves, overhangs and limestone beds. These were laid down in shallow
freshwater lakes and contain turtle and crocodile fossils.
Nine of us set off to cross the plateau, and after a
short walk on the beach, and through some
rainforest, we were climbing the steep slope above
Smalley’s Beach. After visiting some of the
overhangs and caves in the cliffs, we made our way
to a clear rocky platform on the edge of the plateau,
that gave spectacular views of islands and
mountains looking northwards. The vegetation was
fairly sparse and the walking was easy. There are
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rocky outcrops that provide more excellent views looking westwards and eastwards. The highest point
on the plateau is an excellent place for lunch, with great views over Wedge Island and Andrews Point
and southwards. The walk down to Cape Hillsborough is a bit rough in places, as the cliffs are
bypassed via a gully. We arrived at CH at about 2pm. The weather forecast was for a shower or two,
but, fortunately, they stayed away, so we could enjoy the spectacular views and location. Thanks to all
for coming, and especially those who helped with the driving and navigation.
Ken

Mount McGregor
14th August
Walkers: Carole, Penny, Frances June, Ken, Linda, Di, Michelle, Maureen, Kevin, Elaine, Chris,
Therese.
We started at Thomas Road and headed up. I’m not sure how
long it took us to get to the ridge – to my mind it wasn’t that
long. I was far too busy talking and catching up with everyone
to notice. The beauty of Mount McGregor (272 metres above
sea level) is that as soon as you reach the ridge you instantly
start to glimpse the views. These really opened up when we
reached the smoko rocks. The Pioneer River could be seen
snaking through the valley with cane farms on either side. The
Marian Mill was belching out steam and we could see
Racecourse doing the same in the distance. We had a
birdseye view of Marian and Kinchant Dam looked close. Just below the smoko rocks was another
ledge with an incredible hanging rock which the shake from 5.8 tremor did not manage to dislodge.
We continued along the ridge to another set of rocks giving
similar views but at a different angle and this time included the
junction of Pioneer River and McGregor Creek – our ultimate
destination. Down the mountain we walked (slid for the first 20
metres in my case – black pants and another hole). Chris and I
had taped the trail the week before and had cut most of the vine
and skirted or cut the lantana, so the trip down was not too bad
and happily mosquito-free not like the previous week. After an
hour of “down”, we emerged onto an overgrown grassy track
which we followed to the junction of the Pioneer River and McGregor Creek. The banks were shady and
cool and a perfect spot for lunch.
After lunch, we decided to follow the banks of McGregor
Creek rather than follow the overgrown track. It was very
pleasant even though we were forced away from the
bank by lantana a couple of times. We found an old pig
trap and after walking through some “we’re going on a
bear-hunt” type grass we found a bush lemon tree full of
flawless, bright yellow lemons. We ended up back on the
grassy track and the cane headland and before long we
were back at the cars.
Thomas Road is only about five minutes from our place
so some walkers came back for tea/coffee and a chance to enjoy the view from the verandah.
I had such a great day. Thank you for the great company. Thanks to Chris for leading the walk and
thank you Carole for doing the town end and getting everyone to the start.
Therese
6

Mt St John
Sunday 28th August
Seven club members enjoyed warming up on a brisk morning by walking through the open forest off
Cockie's Creek Road in order to access the triple humped mountain which was our destination. The
actual bushwalk did not commence until 9.30, and if
you are wondering why, you will have to keep
wondering, as what happens on Mt St John stays
on Mt St John.
Our walk involved a fairly easy crossing of
Hazelwood Creek, an even easier negotiation of a
barbed wire fence via a fallen tree, and good
progress along a track, before we sighted our
special tree (group photo needed), and then
morning tea at the usual location.
Frances, Therese and I were the only ones who
had climbed the peak previously, but this did not
stop Deb making like a mountain goat and being
the first to reach the top of the grassy slope which leads to the top of the ridge. Steady progress was
made, with frequent stops to admire the stunning views extending in all directions and including
Eungella Dam, Crediton, Lost Rock, Hazelwood Gorge and many other favourite features. Of course,
the newcomers were informed of the folklore associated with previous trips to Mt St John, including
Dan's dropped battery.
As always, the vegetation on the ridge was diverse, and included prickly pear, grass trees, maiden hair
fern, orchids, native shrubs and delicate wild flowers, as well as the unwelcome lantana. Apart from a
few insects and some birdsong, evidence of wildlife was in short supply. We did, however, notice rather
well-fed looking cattle.
Once again we found that although the mountain appears awesome when viewed from a distance, the
climb is quite easy. Frances found the best place for our descent, and it was incident free. I am not
going to reveal the identity of the driver who headed off in the wrong direction at the end of the day, as
once again, what happens on Mt St John stays on Mt St John.
Thanks, Frances, for once again leading this walk successfully, and we are all hoping that you are up
for at least one more trip out there. All participants had a great day and the good company and perfect
walking weather were part of it.
Carole

Where’s Carole?
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