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Club Officers 

President  Dan McKinlay 49534249  Contact Officer  Cheryl Brodie 49552895 
Vice President Garry Hendicott 49440236  Walks Coordinator  Frances Eiteneuer 49576028 
Secretary  Kathy Cant 49522269  Assist Walks Coordinator Coral Morgan 49578474 
Treasurer  Cheryl Brodie 49552895  Newsletter Editor  Jenny Wooding 49440236 
Safety Officer KevinSmith 49696068  Publicity Officer  Rob Kollin 49512490 
Equipment Officer Garry Hendicott 49440236  Social Coordinator  Dan McKinlay 49534249

    
 

  

Future Events 
Denison Creek Camp ……………………………………....….5th – 7th October 

The Terraces, Townsville ……………………………….… 12th – 14th October 

St Helens Creek……………………….……………………………..13th October 

General Meeting …………………………..…......………...……….16th October 

Boulder Creek………………………………….……………...……..20th October 

The Diggins, Buck’s Creek Loop …………………………………27th October 

Mt Dalrymple to St Helens Creek………………………….25th – 27th January 
 

The Message Stick 
October 2013 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackaybushwalkers@dodo.com.au 

 

 

 

AGM Reminder Notice 
 

The AGM will be held on Wednesday  
20th November. 

All committee positions will be declared vacant. 
Please have a think about running for a position as we would 

love to see some new faces on the committee. 
Nomination and Proxy voting forms will be emailed out later in 

the month. 
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Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Terrain 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                             8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock 
                                             Scrambling using hands, technical 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

       
  

 
 

 
Future Events 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks 
 
 

Denison Creek Camp 
Sat 5th –Mon 7th October 

 
 
Leaders: Coral Morgan       49578474 
    Garry Hendicott    49440236 

Depart:    Sat 7am and Sat pm. 
Journey:  200km   $20 
Map Ref:  799 323 (Kilimanjaro Falls) 
Grade:   M56 each day (with K Falls 
challenging) 

From the Editor 
Thursday 26th Sept. a small group of us attended a meeting at the Botanic Gardens to hear the preliminary results 
of the climate change project which is being conducted in the Mt Dalrymple area. Many club members have been 
involved by helping with the collection of data earlier in the year. Thanks to Mackay Regional Council the project is 
being extended and more volunteers will be required from the 28th October through to the end of November. This is 
a very interesting and rewarding project to be involved with if you are able to spare some time to help out. I will 
email out more information as it comes to hand. 
I am delighted to report that Edie has donated her kidney to Bill and it is working well for him. They are both 
recuperating but will need to stay in Brisbane for some time yet. Edie is out of hospital already and hopefully Bill will 
follow soon. Let’s hope the recovery is speedy for both of them. 
Have a great month everyone. 
 

Our Publicity Officer is Rob Kollin 
robertskool@qld.chariot.net.au 

Please email Rob any photos you think would 
look good in the newspaper. 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before 
undertaking your walk. 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

jennywooding@dodo.com.au 
prior to 25th October 
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We need 4WD vehicles to access our camp site 
on Denison Creek, beyond the Retreat Hotel. 
There will be sandy campsites, firewood & 
waterholes. 
Note: Garry and Jenny will be leaving Sat 
afternoon because of the River to Reef bike ride 
in the morning. Does anyone else need to come 
out then? 
The suggested program is as follows: 
Sat: Explore Scrubby Creek 
Sun: Upstream Denison & go to Kilimanjaro 
Falls on the West Branch. 
Mon: Jubilee Falls. 
NB. Sun/Mon If there is sufficient interest, one 
party could do a back-pack camp out, dropping 
the big packs to do K Falls on side branch – 
then pick up extra water and camp on saddle 
looking out towards Pine Vale. Next day, 
explore North Branch with spectacular views of 
cascading waterfalls & return to Base camp. 
The only relatively difficult part is scrambling 
over large rocks to reach K Falls, and you don’t 
have to go all the way. 
We must let the property owner know details of 
our plan in advance, and we have to work out 
transport arrangements. PLEASE notify Coral 
early – by Sunday 29th Sept. if possible. 
Numbers may have to be limited due to 
availability of 4WDs. 
 

The Terraces Townsville 
Saturday 12 to Monday 14 October 

 
Leader:  Kevin Smith  4969 6068 With 
assistance from Keith from Townsville Club 
Depart:  Saturday Lunchtime 
Return:  Monday Lunchtime 
Journey: 720km 
Grade:   M88 
This is one of the better walks in the Townsville 
Region, with multiple waterfalls up a beautiful 
creek with some spectacular views. 
Plan is to drive to a caravan park just south of 
Townsville on Saturday afternoon. Car camp 
there.  Do the Terraces day walk on Sunday. 
This involves rainforest, rock hopping, climbing, 
bush bashing and scrambling with some cool 
off swims along the way, returning by the same 
route. 
Car camp again Sunday night and drive back to 
Mackay Monday morning. Numbers limited to 8.  

 
St Helens Creek 

Sunday 13th October 
Leader: Jenny Wooding  49440236   
0447091532 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: 140Km  $14 
Map Ref: Calen 740806 
Grade:S73 
Time: 4-5 hours 
Total Uphill: 20m (not counting boulders) 
Terrain: very uneven, rocky all the way. 
Expect: Mostly rock hopping & creek crossings.  
St Helens creek is a large rainforest creek 
which flows out of Eungella National Park in the 
Cameron Pocket area about 13km west of 
Calen. Depending on water level we might have 
to cross the creek a few times. There will be 
plenty of time to use the swimming holes along 
the way so don’t forget to bring the swimmers. 
 
 
Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 16th October 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. Induction by Jenny and Garry 
 
 

Boulder Creek 
Sunday 20th October 

 
 

Leader:           Robert Kollin 49512490 
  
Depart : 7:00am 
Journey: 120 km $12  
Map Ref: Mirani 759752 
Grade: M86 
Estimated walking time: 5 Hours Pace: 
average, Terrain:  mostly rock hopping 
Vegetation: Rainforest Expect: some 
scrambling, rock hopping, lots of swimming 
holes, some difficult creek crossings. 
Boulder Creek is a beautiful rainforest creek 
with two large waterfalls and a deep swimming 
hole. The water is exceptionally pure and clear. 
As the name suggests, boulders are the order 
of the day.  
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Diggings-Buck Creek Loop 
Sunday 27th October 

Leader: Jenny Wooding   49440236    
0447091532 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: 180km  $18 
Map Ref: Hillalong  8555 55k 652920E 
7657415N AGD66  
Grade: S54 
Walking Time: 4 to 5 hours  Total of uphill: 
70m Pace: Average Terrain: Creek banks, 
rocky sections, minor lantana, one small hill 
Expect: fairly easy creek bank walking, some 
minor rock hopping, a short bush bash, 
opportunities for swimming, good company. 
 

This will be a relatively easy and relaxing walk 
suitable for all. We will travel down Diggings 
Road to the camping ground. Our main 
destination for the day will be the Waterfall and 
Washtub about 1.4 km’s downstream, where 
we will spend some time relaxing and exploring 
this pretty area. From there we will have the 
option to explore further downstream as the 
mood takes us. We will return by a detour up 

Buck Creek to another small waterfall and from 
there a short climb back up to Diggings Road. 
There will also be another option here to 
explore for some old mine sites for those 
interested in history and testing their GPS skills. 
Diggings road is a well graded dirt track in fairly 
good condition but 4WD vehicles are 
recommended, numbers may have to be limited 
to suit the availability of appropriate vehicles on 
the day. 
 

Mt Dalrymple – St Helens Creek 
Saturday – Monday 25th – 27th  January2014 

 

Leader: Steven Morgan
 (4954 0037, 0418 882 817) 
 
This is early notice of this walk so that those 
who have it on their “must do list” can mark it on 
their calendars now.  The usual walk up to Mt 
Dalrymple, then 2 days of solid rock hopping 
following the creek to Cameron’s Pocket.  Full 
details as the date gets closer. 
 

 
Previous Activities  

 
Gold Coast Bushwalk   

 August 2013 
 
During my holiday to the Gold Coast in August, I joined up for a day walk with the Gold Coast 
Bushwalkers Club. 
The planned walk was the “Mt Maroon Cave Circuit” but the bush was being burnt.  An alternative walk 
was quickly arranged.  This was called “38 38”.  This very strange name is of a small gorge in Northern 
NSW.  The gorge was formed when a piece of the mountain broke off and leaned away.  The giant 
crack is the gorge.  It is near Wanganui Gorge which is a much larger normal type of gorge. 

10 walkers did the walk on a Saturday.  The Gold Coast Club do 
things in a very similar way to Mackay Club. 
The walk was in rainforest type country.  The gorge was a 
beautiful spot.  There was a cave in the bottom of the gorge, 
which we climbed down into using rope assist.  There were quite 
a few little bats in there, and more guano on the base of the cave 
than I have ever seen. Very Pungent.   
 We then walked along the rim of Wanganui Gorge which is very 
spectacular and deep, covered in rainforest, with houses down in 
the bottom of the valley among the forest.  We had lunch at an 

unnamed waterfall that plunges over a cliff into the gorge valley. 
A very enjoyable walk with different and beautiful scenery.  Many thanks to the Gold Coast 
Bushwalkers, in particular Tom and Ken.                                                                                            Kevin 

 

Kevin at Wanganui gorge 
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Grasstree Point to Point Victor 

 Sunday 1st  September 
The tone was set for the day when we spotted a scrub turkey as we 

were climbing out of the cars, and then a curlew appeared in a yard at 

Grasstree Point, and the trip certainly continued to be a bird watchers 

dream come true. Sorry, Coral – I should have said Thick Knee, not 

Curlew! Our impressive list of sightings included Leaden Fly Catchers, 

Fork-tailed Kites, Pied Oyster Catchers, and the tiny red, black and 

white Mistletoe Birds. 

The walk also satisfied the whale watchers. Early in the day we noticed some activity that could have 

been a whale spouting, and sure enough as we observed more carefully, it became obvious that at least 

two whales were moving north towards Dalrymple Bay. This was exciting for everyone in the group, but 

especially those for whom it was a first. 

For some of our participants, the distance covered and the variety of 

terrain encountered is just as important as the wildlife on display. 

Those who were present for the entire walk notched up 15.7 kms, 

and experienced sandy and pebbly beach, rocky headlands, dusty 

and sometimes muddy 4WD tracks, scrub bashing, and a few rough 

climbs and descents, and one or two steep gradients. Our trip began 

with a short walk along bitumen to allow us to commence our walk at 

Grasstree Point, followed by rocks and beach as we made our way 

along Mick Ready Beach in order to meet up with Elaine, Penny and Delma who would swell our ranks 

to eleven. As we were waiting for their arrival, morning tea was enjoyed in a shady area beside a dirt 

track just in from the beach. The whole group then continued inland in order to skirt around Mick Ready 

Creek, coming out just south of Point Victor. After a leisurely lunch, we made our way through the scrub 

to the top of Point Victor, then back along the beach and through the dirt tracks to the cars. 

At various times through the day we sighted Mt Funnel, St Bees, Keswick, Victor, Round Top and Flat 

Top islands, Salonika Beach, the coal handling facilities at Hay Point, the aquamarine brilliance of the 

ocean, the odd car wreckage, and various examples of noisy two wheel and four wheel vehicles.  

The group was made up of new and old members, with Mick along on his very first walk with the club, 

and while three carloads left town at 7am, another vehicle drove out later with three additional 

participants. As usual, the men were severely outnumbered. Thanks, Coral, for a very pleasant walk 

enjoyed by all of us. 

Penny 

Porcupine Gorge Through Walk 
7th to 11th September 2013 

 
 This was not a club walk but four of us got together for a complete through-walk of Porcupine Gorge. 
 
We were dropped off way north of the start of the gorge and north of the start of the Porcupine Gorge 
National Park. 
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We planned to take 6 days to complete the walk, but due to lower water levels in the creek we 
completed it in 5 days. 
 
We knew there would be no water South of the lookout so we made 2 water drops on way to our drop 
off point.  We walked all the way to the Tattoos in the south, which is south of the National Park. The 
total walk distance was 57km. 
 
Porcupine Gorge is as always a fantastic walk with the spectacular gorge scenery and the constant  
variety of rocks and geology.  We saw lots of wallabies, euros, waterbirds, wild pigs, wild dogs, fish, and 
only one snake.  With the lower water levels we only had to do the one pack float along and across the 
gorge.  
 
We had beaut weather, though our last day was the hottest at around 37deg. 
 
Many thanks to Justin for organising this very enjoyable walk. 
Kevin  

      
 
 

The Lookouts Walk 
Sunday 8th September 

 
What can I say?...Those who decided not to join us in The Lookouts... Your loss...Just six of us Eric, 
Pam, Helen, Maureen, Telina and I had a really lovely day 
wandering through the shade of a giant palm forest. 
   We started at Broken river following the track. {Ho-hum} until 
not not long after we had crossed the river we left the track 
entering true bush {Yay}. Following the ridge and pig tracks 
hoping not to meet their makers and by the use of compass and 
cheating with technology we came out onto an open grassy 
knob known as Catherines Lookout. 
This is believed to be a part of the Carl Flor trail. A meal with a view was had looking down the valley 
and across at the Chalet before plunging back into the wilderness with lots of map and compass 
references and armed with secateurs for a healthy growth of wait a while. We came into the open briefly 
at a spot known fondly as Donkeys drop. If they slipped that's what they would do... After doing the 
exploratory round trip.{mumble,mumble wait a while,}we found lookout 2. Club named Witches hat 
which came with a  story of when in the past a walker. Kate I believe produced a hat from her pack and 
everyone was quite amused saying it looked like a witches hat and since their location was simply No' 2 
it was given its club name. Further relaxation and sustenance was had a Lookout 3 club named ortabe 
Palms. A name like this raised an eyebrow so again the story was told. It was considered a far better 
lookout than the neighbouring Palms so regarded as better deserving of the name thus ought to be 
Palms. Ortabe. There was even some debate about not going to Palms but it was argued you can't do 
The Lookouts and not do them all so out came the GPS and map. This elusive lookout was so small it 

Porcupine Gorge Wall  Southern Dryer Section of Gorge 
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was hard to find yet it is the one named on the map as important. It is supposedly recognised as part of 
the Carl Floor trail also. For those who don't know of the Carl Flor Trail it was the highway to the 
Diggings before a real road was put in. Pack animals were brought up one hell of a climb and the return 
trip went down a teeth chattering slope. The Pack animals had incentive not to slip. 
The return part of our loop was somewhat easier finding a small picturesque creek which meandered 
down to Broken River. Taking boots off to cross was a shock cold experience to get across to link with 
the recognised track for the trek back to the cars. 
 
Not a hard or long walk at all. Just relaxed enjoyment of beautiful nature and company of friends 

 
Thank you Eric for the opportunity and not losing us in the wilderness, adding to our list of memories.                                                                                             
By Celestine Lambert 
 
 

Mount Toby. 
15th September, 2013 

 
A group of eight, Frances, Carole, Paul, Cheryl, Penny, Maureen, Chris 
and myself, ventured up Mount Toby on a bright, sunny and hot day.  
Starting from Laidlow’s,  we followed a neighbour’s driveway to a barbed 
wire fence.   After climbing through the fence, we walked up a steep 
track to a muddy dam which had an old swing rope hanging from a tree, 
a broken down old hut and a big, black snake (hose reckons Chris) that I 
stepped over and am sure moved!  Even though it was hot, we were not 
tempted to swim so we continued up along another grassy track to 

another barbed-wired fence. After going through this fence we climbed the ridge – over rocks, through 
grasstrees and lantana until we reached the top.  At various stages, we had view of Mirani, Kinchant 
Dam, Clark’s Pinnacle and the valley through to Dalrymple.  We were at the top by 10.30, so after 
smoko, we decided to do an exploratory to see if we could find Frances’s big fig tree.  We followed the 
ridge through grasstrees, long grass, native hibiscus and orchids until we came to the spot where we 
believe the tree was.  To reach it, we had to descend a steep gully covered with giant moonlighter 
plants/ bushes/trees.  We all decided it was a “no-go” area so opted to retrace our steps to find a lunch 
spot.  After lunch, we went back down the mountain and home to enjoy a cuppa on the verandah.  It 
was a great day.  Thank you to Chris for leading us and thank you to Penny for bringing everyone from 
town.   
Therese 

 

 

 
 



8 
 

 
 

Bush Walk and Abseiling at “The Leap” 
Sunday 22nd September 2013 

It felt great to re-join the Mackay Bushwalkers after nearly a twelve year absence. I travel past The Leap 

most every time I go to town and am always in awe at the sheer cliff face seen from the highway. Even 

better are the views from on top. 

A group of approximately fourteen were engaged to go abseiling and bushwalking about the top of the 

mountain. Steven had provided most of the necessary equipment and safety gear for the rope descents 

and took the necessary precautionary steps to explain the techniques and safety aspects to make a 

successful day of the exercise. Everybody seemed to enjoy the experience and backed up for many 

turns. 

Well, for the others of us in a small group, we decided to walk to 

the southern side of the tops and follow around the perimeter 

toward the ocean side. From up there we had grand views looking 

out to the Pioneer River, around to Mackay city and the Farleigh 

Mill and eventually around to Cape Hillsborough. Traversing the 

bush was the usual caper with dense grasstrees and mostly dry 

lantana. Seems the dry weather at this time of year has thinned out 

its growth which made passage reasonable.  

Our aim was to make it to one of the points of lookout from where we could plot a course down to Track 

road off Habana-Cape Hillsborough Road. We had made good progress cutting through the bush but 

the consensus of opinion was we had gone off course, so decided to make a correction and change 

direction. This meant we eventually came back across old landmarks which indicated we had made a 

complete circumnavigation of the top of the Leap outcrop.  

After lunching and a rest, some more abseiling and a chance to catch up with old acquaintances, we 

headed back down the trail and creek beds to the vehicles. Everyone remarked they had an enjoyable 

time of it. The Leap always has a special attraction for me with its dramatic cliffs and its close proximity. 

I admire it each time I travel by. 

Bryan Marshall 

Edie’s Well – Wishes Afternoon 
Cape Hillsborough 

Eleven of us met up for a short afternoon walk at Cape Hillsborough. 
It was Edie’s last chance of a bushwalk before flying off to Brisbane to 
donate a kidney to her husband. We had a very pleasant afternoon. 
We climbed up to the first rocky outcrop where we sat and enjoyed 

the views. It was an easy afternoon of 
great company. We strolled back down to 
the beach and around the headland to the 
cars and a freshly made cuppa, courtesy of 
Clive. We also enjoyed homemade 
brownie, courtesy of Aggie. It rounded the 
afternoon off nicely. 

  
 


