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Club Officers    
          President  Bruce Pownall 0417 759 032   Walks Coordinator  Coral Morgan 4957 8474 
          Vice President Clive Goodson 0417 706 240  Digital Officer  Garry Hendicott 4846 1490 
          Secretary  Daphne Goodson 0417 706 240  Membership Secretary Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168 
          Treasurer  Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168  
          Equipment Officer Clive Goodson 0417 706 240 
          Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding 0447 091 532 

The Message Stick 
November 2021 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 

 

 

Future Events 
Cape Palmerston…………………………………………………….……………..5th November 
Rawsons Creek……………………………………………………………………..7th November 
Netherdale Gorge……………………………………………………..…………..13th November 
Slade Point Reserve………………………………………………………………14th November 
Annual General Meeting………………………………………………………….18th November 
Pretty Creek Camp & Mt David…………………………….……………20th & 21st November 
Owens Creek……………………………………………………………………….28th November 
Christmas Break up camp……………………………………….….……11th & 12th December 
 

The Club Annual General 
Meeting will be held on 

November 18th 
Please come along to support 

your club. 
All Committee positions will be 
declared vacant and we need 
new people to fill them if the 

club is to continue. 
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Future Events 

 
 

 
 
Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day 
before the walk unless otherwise stated. 

 
 

Cape Palmerston 
Friday 5th & Saturday 6th November 

 
Leader: Coral Morgan 0407164856, 49578474 
(leave message with phone No.) 
Depart: 12 noon 
Journey: 180km $18 

Map Ref: Carmilla 527055 
Grade: M11 
 
This will be an afternoon walk and/or overnight 
camp. 
This walk will be partially exploratory. We will 
walk to the south following the tide out and 
hopefully cross Daintree Creek and carry on 
towards Nobler Creek. After 4pm we can keep 

From the Editor 
 

We have some great walks and variety on offer this month and hopefully something to suit most. Thanks to all who 
have put their hands up to lead. 
Please try and make the AGM being held on 18th November. Many hands make light work and we would love to see 
some new faces on the committee. 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Difficulty 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km 8-10 = Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling, 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                                thick scrub, major rock scrambling using hands, technical 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 
by 24th November 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before 
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards 
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an eye out for T.I. pigeons flying home to roost. 
Upon our return at low tide, we will inspect 
some unusual rock shelves with marine growth. 
I plan to camp at the Cape Palmerston Holiday 
Park overnight and join the Birders who will be 
visiting there on Saturday morning. ANYONE 
CARE TO JOIN ME? 
I have spare tents, sleeping bags and 
matrasses. 
 

Rawson’s Creek  
Sunday 7th November  

Leader: Ian Burgess 
Co-leader: Donna Burgess, 0488 787 953 
Departing: 7am 
Journey: 140km, $14.00 
Time: 6 hours approximately 
Grade: S84 
 
Total Uphill: The creek is not steep, but has a 
reasonable fall, we will aim for the waterfall as 
our destination, depending on the group and 
conditions Pace: Medium Terrain: Very 
uneven, large boulders, rocks all the way. 
Vegetation: Rain forests Expect: Mostly rock 
hopping and creek crossings. Boots will get 
wet. There is no track once we enter the creek, 
we either walk in the water, on rocks or 
scramble through tangle. Leaches may be 
present. 
 
Rawson’s Creek is a wild rainforest creek. We 
access it from the Finch Hatton Gorge walking 
track, there will be opportunities to swim so 
remember your swimming attire. 
 
This walk will not proceed if it is raining 
however we will substitute a walk to Araluen 
Falls along the Finch Hatton Gorge walking 
track. 
 
 

Netherdale Gorge 
Saturday 13th November 

 
Leader: Kate Brunner, 
katcalen@hotmail.com Ph: 
49588436/0467976955 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: 180km, cost $18.00 

Estimated Time: 7 hours 
Grade: M56 
Terrain: steep, uneven, tangle Expect: 
scrambles, steep up and steep down, some 
mud, scrambles and climbs, pretty ferns, tall 
trees. 
 
From Dalrymple road we enter the bush close 
to what used to be a school house. We 
descend along a steep ravine and aim for a 
rocky shady waterfall, probably dry now. We 
aim to climb down it and follow the water flow 
till we feel we had enough...or till about midday. 
On the way back we retrace our route more or 
less. 
Note: this is a Saturday 
 
 

 
Slade Point Reserve 

Sunday 14th November 
 
Leaders:  Carole Weekes 49546108 or 
0455872207 and Edie Weiss 
Depart:    7am from Campbell St Slade Pt (off 
David Muir St) 
Journey:  N/A 
Grade:     L23 
Estimated walking time : 6 hrs Total of all 
uphill sections: 200 metres Terrain: uneven 
Vegetation: rainforest, grass, scrub, open 
forest, dune vegetation Expect: open sections, 
beach, sandy tracks, 
 some short steep sections, sun, insects. 
 
This is a new approach, as we will 
initially  explore the section of the reserve 
adjacent to the Slade Pt industrial area, and 
then make our way to the Whale Lookout and 
hence along the ridge leading to great views of 
Keswick Is, Black’s Beach and Dolphin Heads. 
The day is likely to include the rest of the tracks 
inside the reserve, some beach walking, and 
some walkways to access various entrance 
points to the reserve. 
This walk is suitable for all ability levels, and 
will be varied and subject to change if amount 
of rain and temperature levels dictate. Come 
along for a relaxed day of walking, and bring 
plenty of water. The  
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David Muir St end of the reserve contains many 
interesting features, so be prepared for 
surprises. 
 
PLEASE NOTE DIFFERENT DEPARTURE 
POINT. If leaving a message when booking, 
please supply your mobile number. 
 

 
 

Induction 6.30pm AGM & General Meeting 
7.30pm 

Wednesday 18th November 
Induction by Bruce and Clive 

 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. 
Induction by Bruce and Clive 
 

Mt David 
Sat  22nd & Sun 23rd November 

 
Leader: Kate Brunner 49588436 0467976955 
Depart: 2.00pm on Saturday 
Journey: 200km $20 
Grade: L77 
Map Ref: Mirani 669 731 
Estimated walking time: 8 hours over two 
days (2 and 6?) will check up on this and post 
possible change on FB. Terrain: Rainforest, 
mostly on track, creek crossings, some 
scrambling. 
Expect: swimming holes at pretty creek, views 
from Mount David and some rock formations to 
explore. 
 
The Idea is to beat the heat, by walking as far 
as pretty creek on Saturday afternoon, camp 
there overnight, make a reasonably early start 

for the mountain. This then ought to allow for 
enough time to explore around the base of the 
rock pile that is Mt David. 
Depending on interest in doing this as an over-
nighter or not, we can modify the plan. 
 
 

Owen's Creek Walk 
Sunday 28th November 

 
Deb Wilson 0400319078   
Journey 135 kms.$13.00  
Map reference Mirani 760286  
Grade M86. 
Estimated walking time  5hours. Pace 
average to slow. Terrain Very uneven, 
rainforest,expect rockhopping, scrambles, wait 
a while, swimming holes.  
 
Owen's Creek is about 14 km north west of 
Gargett. It is a reasonably easy walk, suited to 
confident rock hoppers. Being a creek walk you 
can most likely expect to get wet feet. Bring 
enough drinking water for the day, sunblock, 
hats. You will be able to cool off with a swim at 
lunchtime.   
 

Christmas Break up camp 
Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th December 

 
This is early notice of the club annual 
Christmas Camp which will once again be held 
at Neem Hall, Finch Hatton. Club will provide a 
BBQ dinner for all and swimming should be 
great in Cattle Creek right behind the 
campground. 
More details will be in the December Newsletter 
and may also be posted on the club Message 
Stick Facebook page. 
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Previous Activities 

 
Whitsunday Great Walk 

2nd, 3rd & 4th October 
 

Only 5 of us tackled this backpack hike but it’s fair to say we all enjoyed it immensely. 
Arriving for the beginning of the walk at Brandy Creek we enjoyed a leisurely lunch before donning our 
boots and setting off. 

 
The first afternoon of walking was easy as promised but it gave 
everyone a chance to adjust their packs along the way for a more 
comfortable fit. We arrived at camp and set up tents before 
heading down to the creek. Surprisingly there was enough water 
in it for a couple of us to have a dip. Refreshed we headed back 
to camp for an early dinner before the mosquitoes drove us into 
our tents. 
 
As usual I was up first the next morning but overnight my not so 

clever smart watch had set itself to daylight savings time and was telling me it was an hour later than it 
really was. By 6:45 am which was really only 5:45 I was beginning to think “how long can these people 
sleep – after all it was 6:30 when they went to bed.” I had decided to wake everyone at 7 but fortunately 
Tony emerged just before then and corrected the time for me. 
 
We headed off before 8 am for what promised to be a more 
challenging day with the hills getting ever larger and the 
weather heating up. We plodded on enjoying a couple of 
rest breaks before we reached the Mt Haywood lookout for 
an early lunch overlooking Shute Harbour. From here it was 
only 4kms to reach camp but they were fairly slow due to 
the ups and the heat. However we made it before 2pm and 
took our time selecting campsites and setting up. Some of 
us headed to the lookout to enjoy the views over Port of 
Airlie and lucky we did because later on a thick sea fog 
rolled it and the area was a complete white out. 

 
Once again we dined early with lots of laughs and good 
company. Monday morning saw us up and about in the 
mist which made conditions very humid. We repacked 
and headed off slogging up more steep ups before the 
long descent into Airlie Beach. On arriving we lounged 
on a shady grassed area in the park and enjoyed a café 
lunch before hailing a taxi to take us back to the cars. 
Although this walk is only 28kms it offers plenty of 
challenges with the many steep sections. 
 
 

Jenny 
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Mt Ossa 
Sunday 10th October 

 
Of the twelve bush walkers who arrived at a farm in the Mt 
Ossa area at 8 am, seven had their sights set on 
conquering Mt Ossa in the National Park of the same 
name, and the other five were looking forward to a more 
relaxed morning of walking around the perimeter of the 
property. We were all made very welcome by the owners, 
and provided with helpful advice, as well as a map in the 
case of the easy walking group. Bruce’s group set off 
armed with Bryan Marshall’s digital track from the 2015 
ascent.  
Penny was the only member present who had been part of 

that earlier trip. 
 
Bruce’s group followed the gully most of the way to the grass 
tree forest near the top, and as the day was very hot, a few 
stops were necessary along the way. The really steep sections 
needed to be taken slowly on the trip back down. Apart from a 
lost pair of prescription sunglasses and a blister which needed 
some attention, the entire day unfolded smoothly, even though 
once again the highest point was not reached, as it was too hot 
to pursue the matter, and all members of the group were happy 
to leave it for another day. 
 
As for the less ambitious walkers (Frances, Coral , Edie , Carmel and myself),  a very pleasant morning 
was spent following fence lines, crossing dry creeks, walking along headlands, following goat tracks 
and old roads, and appreciating the breeze at times. There were some ups and downs, and the open 
sections were quite hot. Farm animals kept us entertained, and we walked beside rich forests quite 
often. Our lunch spot overlooking the dam was shady and breezy, and by the time we returned to the 
cars we had covered about 6.5 kms. Frances was able to demonstrate her skills with farm gates on  
several occasions, and Carmel and Edie made fence climbing look easy. 
 
 This enjoyable day out was made possible by the generosity 
of Gail, John and Nancy in allowing us to experience the 
beauty of their farm, and allowing access to the National 
Park. 
 
Carole 
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Rainforest Ridge Walk  
Sunday 17th October. 

 
This walk had not been done by the club for several 
years, in that time the track had changed. A rough 
cleared road had been put in for vehicle access in 
case of fires. Rainforest Ridge track was in great 
condition, the Rangers have been doing a good job of 
keeping the track clear of long grass in the now open 
sunny areas. Not one snake was spotted, instead we 
had ticks. Some people had ticks on them, and were 
picking them off throughout the day. Lots of tick's were 
probably due to the drier weather. The numbers were 

good for this walk with fourteen walkers out enjoying and exploring nature.  Being on Eungella range 
the temperature was cooler, which made walking enjoyable, especially in the heavily shaded rainforest 
areas. I appreciate all the help and effort Carole put in with organising and leading out the town people. 
Thank you Carole. A good day out and I think there would have been a few walkers that finished of the 
day with a stop in the valley for pies.  
 
Deb 

 


