The Message Stick
November 2020
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au
Email: mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com

Future Events
Blacks Creek……………………………………………………..………….………….1st November
Crazy Cat Mountain……………………………………………..…………………….8th November
AGM……………………………………………………….……………………………18th November
Boulder Creek………………………………………………………………………..22nd November
Illawong to Bakers Creek…………………………………………..………………28th November
The Leap………………………………………………………………………………29th November
St Helens Creek………………………………………………………………………..6th December
Break up camp……………………………………….………………………12th & 13th December
Back Pack Camp……………………………………………………….26th, 27th & 28th December

AGM Reminder
Notice to all that Mackay Bushwalkers will hold their Annual General Meeting
on Wednesday 18th November. All committee positions will be declared vacant
and we will be looking to elect a new committee.
Please come along to support our club as we need a committee to be able to
operate. We would love to see some new faces on our committee.

Notice
The wet season is rapidly approaching and if the forecasts are correct
we can expect plenty of rain this year.
Please be aware that leaders may have to cancel walks at late notice if
they deem it is not safe or sensible to conduct the walk. All changes will
be posted to the club Facebook page.

Club Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Equipment Officer
Newsletter Editor

Daphne Goodson
Julie Ward
Mari Simmonds
Clive Goodson
Jenny Wooding

0417706240
0403230545
0459835551
0417706240
0447 091 532
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Contact Officer

-

Membership Secretary Wendy Bennett 0429363929

From the Editor
I
It was very sad this week to hear of Cheryl’s death. She was an
extremely active member of our club for many years and held
various positions on the committee over that time. Those of us who
have been around for a while will have many happy memories of
walking with Cheryl. Personally I have done quite a few backpacking
trips with her and she was always good fun and someone who we
could rely on. Rest in Peace Cheryl and you will be sadly missed by
all of us who knew you.
On another note please remember the AGM is being held in
November so try and come along to support our club.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com
prior to 25th November

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance
S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

Difficulty

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards
Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day
before the walk unless otherwise stated.
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Blacks Creek
Sunday 1st November

Induction 6.30pm Annual General Meeting
7.30pm
Wednesday 18th November

Leader: Deb Wilson 0400 319078
Co-leader: Jenny Wooding 0447 091532
Depart: 7am
Journey: 130kms $13
Map Ref: Mirani 901423
Grade M55
Estimated walking time 5 – 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections 10m Pace average Terrain
uneven rock and soft sand creek bed Vegetation
some open forest, scratchy vines, possible lantana
Expect: Walking along the creek bank through
scrub, some walking in soft sand, some minor
scrambling. Limited shade.
This will be a relaxed day. It will be a relatively
easy walk along the banks of Blacks Creek. In past
years we were fortunate to have rock wallabies
sitting up in the large trees, hopefully with a little
luck and a lot of silence we could see them again.
Water will need to be carried for the whole day and
there should be plenty of opportunities for
swimming.
For this walk we will break into 2 groups and
Frances will ably lead the slower group who will
travel comfortably at their own pace.
Please phone to nominate before midday Saturday.

Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome.
Induction by Clive and Daphne
Boulder Creek
Sunday 22nd November
Leader:
Philip Morgan
(0431 130
074)
Assistant Leader: Steven Morgan
Depart:
7:00am
Journey:
140km $14.00
Map Ref:
Mirani 753762 (Datum
GDA2020)
Grade:
M85
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 140m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain forest
Expect: mostly rockhopping, scrambles,
swimming holes.

Crazy Cat Mountain
Sunday 8th November

Boulder Creek is a classic walk which the Club
has been visiting for almost 50 years. Lots of
rockhopping gets us to the feature of the creek,
a fabulous water hole sitting between two
waterfalls. This is a great time of year to visit
Boulder Creek. It is hot enough to well and
truly enjoy a swim. The creek water flow is low
so traversing the creek is a bit easier. And
being Boulder Creek it (almost) never runs
dry. This is a particularly beautiful creek.

Leader: Kate Brunner, contact 49588 436, or
messenger or katcalen@hotmail.com
Journey: 140km, cost $14.00
Depart: 7am.
Terrain: uneven forest, probably tangles, ups
and downs
I see Crazy Cat Mountain from my home in
Cameron’s Pocket, across a neighbour’s
paddock and have permission for the walk.
It will be an exploratory walk, and therefore it’s
hard to say how long it will take, or what we
might find. I feel it will not be a massive walk as
it isn’t a very big mountain, but I hope we can
follow the crest in some way. I have always
wished to check it out.
.

Illawong to Bakers Creek
Saturday 28th November
Leader: Coral Morgan 49578474 0407164854
Grade: M32
Meet at Illawong (Far) Beach, near Air Disaster
Memorial at 1pm
We will walk along Illawong Drive and then
through a council made track to the beach,
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before crossing Shellgrit Creek as the tide goes
out. This will involve walking through shallow
water, so take spare shoes or get wet boots.
From there it is a long stretch of sandy beach to
the mouth of Bakers Creek. We will return
partway inland along tracks in a nature reserve
before going through the bush back to the
beach – across the creek – and more beach
back to the starting point.
Remember “beach” means sunscreen, hat,
plenty of drinking water and possible sandflies.
We should be back well before sunset.

From the end of Westlake Drive, we will follow
a rocky creek bed uphill and then walk along
the foot of the cliffs and up to the top of the
mountain. There will be short sections of
scrambling. We should enjoy some great views
of Mackay and the surrounding countryside.
Suitable for reasonably fit beginners. You will
need to carry water for the whole day.
Christmas Camp
Saturday 12th & Sunday 13th December

The Leap
Sunday 29 November

This year’s break up camp will be held at Neem
Hall, Finch Hatton. More details will be in the
next newsletter – this is just early notice to save
the date.

Leader: Chris Evans 0427 528 990
Depart: 7:00am
Journey: 50km $5.00
Map Ref: Mirani 635310
Grade: S86

Backpack Camp
27th & 28th December
Leader: Steve Morgan
This is planned as a through walk up Rawsons
Creek, over the ridge into St Helens and thence
out via Boulder Creek.
This is early notice of the proposed camp and
full details will be in the December Newsletter.
26th,

Estimated walking time: 4-5 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 500m Pace: average to slow
Terrain: very uneven Vegetation: rainforest for
three-quarters of the way, long grass and grass
trees at eye level near the top Expect:
rockhopping, scrambles, some steep climbs
and loose rocks

Previous Activities
Salonika Beach
Sunday 4th October
Lots of sand, a tidal creek, coloured rocks, birds sightings, a variety of
flourishing botanical offerings, peace and quiet, and walking at a relaxed pace all these factors made for a great afternoon at Salonika Beach in pleasantly cool
conditions for five of us.
By the time we arrived on the beach, Breen Creek was reasonably shallow, so
we escaped wading through thigh high water as has been known to happen.
Our progress south towards Mick Ready Beach covered soft sand, some fairly
low flat rocks, and a small area of rougher ground, and we quickly divided into
two groups, so that some covered a greater distance than those who were
content to walk at a slower pace.
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We all desisted from scrambling up to the cliff tops on this
occasion, being content with sitting on a log for afternoon
tea and concentrating on the many groups of migratory
pigeons returning to the nesting area on Victor Island for
the night.
Penny and Edie undertook some cleaning up, and Penny
struck gold with a neglected hat which showed a lot of
potential. These two also used their devices to research an unfamiliar white flower growing alongside
the pandanus palms and golden orchids.
Just on dusk we returned to the cars, and one car made for Louisa Creek while the other one returned
directly to Mackay. Thanks, Coral, for the idea, and to Delma and Edie for chauffeuring.
Carole
The Beak
Sunday 11th November
The Beak proved to be as spectacular as ever and the pictures will speak for themselves. Thanks to
everyone who came along to make this such a good day. Of course the icecreams we had on the way
home added to the enjoyment.
Jenny
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