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Future Events
Bee Creek …………………………….……………………………..……………….……..3 rd May
Maud Creek Falls…………………………………………………………………………10th May
The Leap ……………………………………………………………………………….….14th May
Mt Britton ………………………………………………………………………………….17 th May
General Meeting…………………………………………………………………….……20th May
McCreadys Creek…………………………………………………………….……..……24 th May
Flaggy Rock ………………………………………………………………………………31st May
Homevale Camp………………………………………………………………….…6th – 8th June
Gooseponds Social Walk………………………………………………….………..…14th June
Rescue Ridge Exploratory
Not for the faint hearted!

Position Vacant
The position of Club Treasurer is still vacant.
The role only requires a few hours per month and is essential for the running of the
club. If you would be interested in helping out with this role, please contact Carole,
our president.
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From the Editor
As mentioned the Treasure’s position is still vacant and the club is required to fill this positon so please have a think
about taking on the role.
When meeting at the car park for a bushwalk, please try and have the correct trip money if you are travelling in
someone else’s car. It is a courtesy to the leader and makes things a lot easier for them.
The River to Reef bike ride registrations are now open. Last year we had enough Bushwalkers sign up to have
“Bushwalkers” printed on our jerseys. This is a great community event and all money raised by it stays in Mackay to
help our Sporting Wheelies and CQ rescue. If you decide to sign up, just put Bushwalkers in for the club name and
hopefully we will again have it printed on our jerseys. Last year some club members rode the 35kms, others the 60km
and the crazy ones undertook the 90kms. The event takes place in October.
Thank-you to everyone who has contributed photos and write ups for the newsletter!
Have a great month everyone.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to 26th May

Our Publicity Officer is June Bradley

zippa2@southernphone.com.au
Please email June any photos you think would
look good in the newspaper

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance
S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
Bee Creek
Sunday 3rd May
Leader:
Garry Hendicott 49440236 or
Jenny 0447091532
Depart:
7am
Grade:
M44
Journey:
160km $16.00
Map Ref:
Hillalong 650915E 7664402N
AGD66

Estimated Walking Time 5 hours Total of all
uphill Sections: 150m Pace: Average Terrain:
Easy Creek banks, a Rocky Ridge. Expect:
Some rock, long grass, lantana, dingoes.
The plan is to head for Bee Creek from the end
of Bee Creek Road through Eungella. To my
knowledge this has not been done for a very
long time. (certainly not in my time).
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Mt Britton
Sunday 17th May
Leader: Coral Morgan 49578474,
0407164856
Depart: 6.30
Journey: 240Kms $24
Map Ref: Mirani 8655 636 251
Grade: M76
Estimated Walking Time: 7 hours, Total of all
uphill sections: 650m. Pace: Steady to
Medium. Expect: spear grass, steep slopes,
some loose rocks – the views are great.
Mt Britton is located in the Homevale National
Park, out past Nebo and is one of the many
features in this historic area of spectacular cliffs
and peaks. We turn off the Mt Adder Road to
the old cattle yards and the last 3kms are real
4WD track.
The walk will be via the natural arch and a dry
creek bed. Once on top, the more energetic
walkers can go further to two more tops.
Wearing gaiters will protect against spear
grass. Carry sufficient drinking water.
It would be appreciated if you could please
book early by Friday. I prefer you use landline
and do include your phone number with any
message.

Bee Creek meanders past Mt Tooth and
eventually ends up in Broken River downstream
from Eungella Dam (although we won’t be
going that far). Apart from a few lantana
patches this is a relatively easy creek to walk
along. There could also be opportunity for
swimming in some rocky waterholes.
For variety we will exit the creek and climb over
a small hill (663m elevation) dubbed “White
Rock Hill” due to the bright white blotches
visible in satellite photos. These blotches are an
interesting array of boulders stretched across
the hill and its ridges, ripe for exploring.
This will be followed by an easy walk back
along a 4WD track (watch out for cow patties).
The day should be suitable for everyone.

Black Snake Road- Maud Creek Falls
Sunday 10 May 2015
LEADER:
Steven Morgan (4954 0037,
0418 882 817)
DEPART:
6:00am
JOURNEY:
200km $20.00
MAP REF:
Mirani 607767 (all grid refs for
this walk are AGD 66)
GRADE:
M88
Estimated walking time: 8 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 480m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain
forest/open forest Expect: much steep slopes,
some rockhopping, very steep scrambles, waita-while, lantana, leeches, swimming holes,
difficult creek crossings.
We explore an alternate route into Maud Creek
Falls via Black Snake Road. This is an
exploratory walk. Four wheel drives vehicles
will be required. Hopefully we will find a new
and shorter route into Maud Creek Falls. If we
do reach the falls, the descent to the bottom of
these falls involves the use of a hand line, but
everyone normally makes it okay. Maud Creek
is an area where the Eungella rainforest
transitions to more open forest. Please note
the early start time. You must book to attend
this walk. Bookings close Wednesday 6 May.
You
must
book
by
email
to
steven.morgan61@gmail.com and include your
phone number in the email.

Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 20th May
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome. Induction by Kerry and Carole
Salonika Beach
Sunday 24th May
Leader: Coral Morgan 49578474
Depart: 8am
Journey: 80km $8
Map Ref: Mackay 378 485
Grade: L33
Estimated Walking Time: 5 hours. Total of all
uphill sections: 20m. Pace: steady. Terrain:
open sunny beaches, grass and bushland and
sensitive prickles. Expect: shallow tidal
crossing, some mud along track.
Please note this is a later start, leaving town at
8am. We drive towards Grasstree Beach and
turn off towards Mick Ready Creek. The last
kilometre of road is very rough 4WD and we will
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walk this section. The plan is to walk across
Mick Ready Beach, crossing the creek at low
tide, then over to the rocky headland, Victor
Point. From here we can view Mackay, Hay
Point, Grasstree Point and Victor Island. We will
go along Salonika Beach as far as Breens
Creek, and even further if the tide permits. The
return journey will probably be inland. This is an
uninhabited stretch of coastline, but we could
encounter Muggles on motorbikes.

afternoon colours on Sidney Heads and the
Marling Spikes. We will return to camp via an
old road.
Sunday: We will walk approx. 4km to a lagoon
via a 4WD track which traverses up a steep,
narrow ridge. On the return trip we will take a
detour and explore a small rocky outcrop. The
afternoon will be exploratory and its expected
this will be a full day’s walk.
Monday: This will be an exploratory Marling
Spikes circuit from the campsite led by Garry. It
will be a longer walk with lots of unknowns so it
is one for the more adventurous. Coral will lead
a less challenging walk from the campsite so
people will have a choice of walks.
Please contact the leader by June 2nd if you
intend joining all or part of the camp or if you
require more information.

Flaggy Rock
Sunday 31st May
Leader: Peter Bennett 4954 3428
Depart: 7:00am
Journey: 200km $20.00
Map Ref: Carmilla 508665
Grade: S55
Estimated Walking Time: 4 hours of walking
and smoko breaks; Pace: slow – medium
Terrain; uneven open forest, rain forest, long
grass: lantana, vines, some steep slopes.
The west side of Flaggy Rock Bluff is a cliff face
up to 80 metres high. We will walk around the
base of the bluff to the south end, then climb to
the top where we can overlook the ocean to the
east, Mt Funnel to the north and hills to the
west and south. Insect repellent is a must and
remember to bring enough food and water for
the whole day. This is a fairly easy walk for the
adventurous.

Gooseponds and Beyond Social Walk and
BBQ
Sunday 14th June
Leader: Edie Weiss 0412689414
Depart: 2.00pm
Journey: n/a
Meeting place: Behind North Mackay Bowls
Club
Grade: L12
Estimated walking time: 3 ½ hrs uphill
sections: 0 Pace: average Terrain: all on
pathways Vegetation: open Expect: easy
walking Bring: BBQ food for after!
This is not so much a bush walk as a social
walk all on formed pathways, but if you like you
can walk on the grass! The idea is to cover all
the parts of the Gooseponds and Jane’s Creek
which now have linked pathways, including
under the highway. Many will have covered
some parts of this walk, but the idea is to link it
all together for about 12 km, so a decent
Sunday afternoon stroll. Along the way there
should be lots of birdlife as well as some
remnant riparian vegetation. There is not much
cover, so make sure to be sunsafe and bring
water for the trip.
We should be finished by 5.30 so if you would
like to stay for a BBQ dinner there are facilities
and also the opportunity for an icecream from
the servo!

Homevale (Mt Britton) Camp
6th – 8th June
Leader: Jenny Wooding 49440236,
0447091532
Depart: 10am
Journey: 240kms $24
Map Ref: Mirani 8655 603 325
Grade: Varied
This camp will take place over 3 days and we
will be camping at the old Mt Britton Township.
Walkers may come out for the entire camp or
just part it. There is a lot of spear grass in this
area and the wearing of gaiters is
recommended for each of the walks.
Saturday: We will drive out to Mt Britton in time
for lunch and to set up camp. For the afternoon
we will walk up the western ridge behind the
town and it will be a spectacular place for
photographers to capture the changing late
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If non-walking family members would like to join
us for dinner, that would be good.
As this is also Finch Hatton Show day, those
who have spent the day up the valley might

also like to join us for the BBQ, if they have not
eaten too much fairy floss and hot diggidy dogs!

Previous Activities
McLean Creek to Teemburra Creek
Sunday 29th March
Four wheel drive vehicles were required to tackle the trail in Mia Mia State Forest towards Captains
Crossing. We assembled and after a briefing we tackled the thick Lantana scrub to access a small
tributary of McLean Creek. The countryside seems to be overtaken these days by this restricting
growth, but with perseverance we managed to overcome it and make our way downstream relatively
easily from then.
Our group consisted of twelve walkers and ably led by Coral. We are always grateful for the added
knowledge of the Local area by her and other members from many years of traversing the ridges,
creeks and ranges of this region. Apart from the practical experience
of navigation, the newer technology of GPS is providing added
interest and fun to some of us to become less of a chance to
become “geographically embarrassed”. We learn more about this
each outing.
We progressed towards McLean Creek where we followed it
downstream towards the water falls. Most of the going was relatively
with a trickle of water in the creek, unusual for this time of year as
we had experienced a failed “wet” season so apart from some rocky
outcrops, a sandy creek bed was the norm. However towards the Waterfalls, the creek bed became
criss-crossed with basalt dyke intrusions amongst granite walls and floor. A notable V shaped
causeway led us to the edge of the waterfall where descent to the floor below was negotiated via
circling the ridges to the side.
Once resting for lunch at the bottom of falls, some availed themselves of the cool water for a shower
and others lunched, somewhat non caring of the rain that fell. Our immediate traversing of the rocks
after our break became treacherous due to very slippery underfoot bit once on the sandy floor again,
things became full speed ahead. Our short stint soon brought us to the junction with Teemburra Creek,
time again for a swim and a short rest. Teemburra Creek was flowing quite well as it had been
supplemented by discharge from the Dam upstream.
Our return walk to the cars was via an old track, mostly frequented by motorbikes these days as it was
initially steep and well rutted with deep gutters. Following cattle tracks made for easier going as these
seemed to cut off the steep pinches and gullies. Who said cows were dumb! By the time we reached
the tops a welcomed rest stop at a log stack gave us time for a recharge then onwards via the Pine
Forests and head on into a shower of rain. The vehicles proved necessary for the conditions however
no drama was experienced with wet road conditions.
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Thanks to all who participated, for a great day out in one of my favourite areas of our Mackay area
forests and creeks. All the best for a safe Easter to everyone.
Regards Bryan
The Extremely Strenuous MacLeans Creek walk
29 March 2015
9:08am - we had hardly got started when some
needed a rest.
11:04am – the girls tried out the bench seat
although Therese thought it looked like a
sacrificial slab!

9:36am – just a few minutes here while we wait
for the others to catch up.
1:46pm – a welcome sit down in the creek to
cool off after all that walking.

10:29am - that was just too far, we need
another rest please leader.
2:53pm - one last rest before making it back to
the cars!!

10:35am – Bryan needed another spell. ‘These
logs are excellent.’
What a tiring day!!

Seriously though, another excellent walk led by Coral. A delightful creek, plenty of interesting rock
formations particularly at the top of the falls, a bit of bush bashing with a steep descent down to the
base of the falls, a lovely swimming hole, a bit of rain to cool us down and wash off the dirt, plus a bit of
4W driving in and out. Thanks Coral for a very enjoyable day. Kathy
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Mountain Bike Madness
Easter 2015
Garry and I set off for Mt Britton on Good Friday afternoon with the mountain bikes in the car looking for
adventure. Not long after turning off from the main road we thought we recognised 2 vehicles parked on
the side and sure enough Coral, Kate, Deb and Kerry materialised. They looked hot and sweaty as they
had just returned from climbing Mt Donaldson opposite. We chatted for a while before heading off to set
up camp – the others were camping at Lyall’s.
Saturday promised to be another hot one so in the morning we rode over
to explore the old quarry campsite and on the way back we stopped off at
the fossil site before checking out the Sabbath Calm battery area and the
old cemetery. Just as we were riding back to our camp we noticed we
had visitors – the others had called over to see what we were up to while
waiting for Edie and Bill who were
coming out for lunch. It wasn’t long
before they arrived and we all headed
to Lyall’s to eat before he took us on a short walk up to an old mining
tunnel. We were all interested in exploring the tunnel although the
small bats who live there were not pleased at being disturbed.
Sunday again looked as if it was going to be another very hot day but
what the heck we decided to tackle a longer ride. We peddled over to
Moonlight Dam before heading along the Dray Track. We huffed and puffed up several smaller hills and
came flying through some gullies before we spotted the white tank. Here we stopped for smoko and to
cool off as we were feeling the heat. From the tank we turned left onto a road which would take us past
Mt Robert to pick up another road which would lead us to the old Mt Robert Station. The road obviously
had not been used for sometime as it quickly disintegrated into long grass and it was very hard to work
out where the road actually was. Not to be deterred we pressed on and
often the grass was as high as our shoulders. We did stop to put our
gaiters on which looked very fashionable with our cycling shorts! It was a
bit like bushwalking in long grass where you are never sure what is under
foot only this time it was our wheels. We had a few skids and slides,
detours around logs, the grass at times was wrapping around our feet
and peddles but we both stayed attached to our bikes and upright. It was
fun!
Once at the old homestead the grass became even longer but we had a look around and lunch in the
nearby dry creek bed before deciding the road just looked a bit too hard to press on with so Garry used
his powers of deduction to work out there would probably be an old road from the cattle yards, following
the fence line out to the mainroad. We bashed
through the long grass until we did indeed find
such a road. From here we had an easy (and
speedy) 10kms on bitumen before heading back to
Mt Britton with the last 8kms on dirt road.
Hurtling back along the dirt road I noticed my bike
wasn’t performing as well as it should and sure
enough I had a puncture. We stopped and Garry
quickly changed the tube but as I had put a hole in
the tyre it wasn’t likely to be a long term fix.
Another km down the road it started going down again. We were only 3km from camp so I was happy to
walk but Garry was going to pump it again when along came a knight in shining armour on a white
horse– well Coral and Kate in a white van who were on their way home. We put the bike in the back of
Coral’s van and they quickly returned me to camp. Just as well as an hour or so later we noticed my
front tyre was also flat so that was the end of riding for the weekend. Jenny
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Sunday, April 12th
Lambert's Beach and Slade Point Reserve
This little outing looked like being an all girls affair until the
day before the walk was scheduled, but even then the men
only accounted for two out of eleven participants. It was great
to have along a couple of members on their first walk with us,
and I was pleased also to introduce a number of others to
Slade Point Reserve. Unfortunately the very photogenic
wetlands area of July last year was by now completely dry,
and Fern Valley wasn't nearly as beautiful without its
coverage of lush greenery, but there were still the butterflies,
the bird calls, the secrets of the Amphitheatre, the dunes, the
melaleucas and the peace and harmony of the bush.
The day began with a climb up Lambert's Lookout and a descent via the goat track to access the beach
which presented us with fairly windy conditions. A few people chose to walk through the park, but the
group reformed as we made our way uphill to study the map at the entrance to the Reserve, and we
then followed the start of the Beach Circuit Track to point us in the direction of the harbour wall. Shade
was in demand as we made ourselves comfortable for morning tea in a grassy area above the beach.
It was time to return along the now much wider beach and to enter the Slade Point Reserve to complete
the main circuit after enjoying the shady elegance of the Amphitheatre. The obligatory group photo was
taken at the first lookout, but prior to this a sub-group of pink and purple fans had insisted on excluding
the rest of us. To qualify for inclusion, either hair or shirt or both had to be a P colour. Further along the
track our favourite wetland area took a bit of locating, mainly because it was going through a completely
dry phase. Lunch was enjoyed on the Fern Valley boardwalk, where it was quite safe to dangle legs
over the edge except for the possibility of green ants. Our time in the Reserve was over when once we
rejoined the Beach Circuit and emerged into Pacific Esplanade.
However, back at the cars a plan was hatched to continue the
day, so six of us drove on to the boardwalk off Keeley's Road,
and although there were no wetlands, we found much to admire
- palms, stately melaleucas, bright berries, mysterious tracks,
and the ubiquitous butterflies.
Five of us still weren't ready to call it a day, so when Edie
suggested investigating the Morag McNichol nature reserve at
Andergrove, she had four recruits. A short stroll through the
mainly eucalypt forest was a fitting end to an easy but energetic day of beach and bush walking.
Carole
Midge Mountain
14th April, 2015.
A mid-week walk! On the school holidays! At a place I’d never been
to before! And I could go!
Frances, Elaine, Carole and Coral met Brian and I at Kuttabul.
Our first stop was St Helens Beach. I expected a little community with
beach shacks but instead was greeted with a settlement of houses
with established gardens all accessed with bitumen roads. The
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beach was fringed with mangroves and lies in the lee of Rabbit Island. The place was filled with “Do
Not” signs: do not camp here, do not swim, watch out for crocodiles, do not camp here, no access
beyond this point, do not camp here, do not clean fish here, do not camp here!! We had morning tea at
the caravan park – a pretty, grassed area with lovely, clean amenities. We couldn’t understand why
there were no campers or caravans taking advantage of the spot. And then the sandflies started!!
Next stop: Midge Point. Again, I expected beach huts, and
again, we found houses with established gardens. We went
down to the beach to see what the tide was doing and that’s
when we finally saw Midge Mountain – a small, steep mountain
on the southern side of Midge Point. It had a fairly gentle slope
going up but Frances was worried about the steep decent and
even though she pointed out where we would be coming down, I
didn’t really believe we would actually be coming down that way.
We had to walk along the beach and cross Yard Creek before
we could access the mountain and the concern was that we had to get up the mountain, down the
mountain and back over the creek before the tide came back in. The creek was just below knee level,
so it was boots off to cross and since it was a sandy bottom, nobody worried about putting on creek
boots.
Going up Midge Mountain was fine and didn’t take too long.
The biggest hazard was the green ants at the base. The view
at the top was spectacular and since the tide was still going
out, we stopped and had lunch on the rocks. A big bird (bigger
than a seagull and smaller than an albatross) circled overhead
for ages but I was too slow to get a decent picture. At this point,
I still didn’t realize how really steep our descent actually was.
Maybe, just as well. To say I was frightened is probably too
mild. Thank goodness for Brian’s help, or else, I think Carole
and I would still be up there, setting up residence, with the green ants
and the birds!! After an eternity, we finally got back to the beach. (And I
have another pair of pants to fix the holes in. I think Carole’s were
heading for the bin.)
Did I enjoy the walk? Yes. Will I do it again? Yes, BUT, in future, I think
I’ll have to descend the same way we ascend!! Thank you Frances and
thank you most especially for having a mid-week walk on the school
holidays.
Therese

Redcliff Island
Saturday 18th April
This was an afternoon social walk followed by a BBQ at Seaforth. We had a really pleasant afternoon of
walking and exploring rock pools complete with corals and sea cucumbers on Redcliff Island and the
views from the top were spectacular. I am going to let Garry’s photos speak for themselves but I think
sometimes we forget what treasures we have right on our doorstep. One amazing discovery for the day
was Kevin’s bright legs which weren’t in their customary jeans but out and about in shorts. Thanks
Kathy for organising the afternoon.
Jenny
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Hazelwood Gorge
Sunday 19th April
Not having been to this gorge for several years I had forgotten just how spectacular it is. 12 walkers had
a great time exploring upstream in the gorge and although the water level was low we still managed a
very nice swim at lunchtime in one of the larger pools.
Thanks Mark for these stunning photos and thanks Garry for leading this walk. I hope we don’t leave it
so long before returning.
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