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Future Events
Blacks Beach, Dolphin Heads & Eimeo Beach…………………………...5th May
Mike’s Peak Ridges ………………………………………………………….12th May
General Meeting ………………………………………….…………………..15th May
Ball Bay Walk ………………………………………..………………..………19th May
Mt Funnel Exploratory ………………………………………………………26th May
Eungella Tracks ……………………………………………………….……..26th May
Mt Henry & Beyond Camp ……………………………………………1st & 2nd June
Wedge Island …………………………………………………….….……….2nd June

Happy O Birthday Everyone

Who is this behind
the World’s
largest backpack?
Read on to find
out!
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From the Editor
I hope everyone had a great Easter. I know a lot of members used the break to catch up with family and friends. 6
of us from the club had a fun time exploring out near Clermont. We climbed a lot of Wolf Fang Peak and made it to
the top of Lord Table Mountain with the expert help of Frances to guide us. The weather was perfect for camping
and we scaled Mt Pollux on the way home.
Let’s hope May will be the first month this year in which all walks are able to go ahead. The rain has reeked a lot of
havoc with our walks calendar so far and is responsible for some very dense undergrowth to battle through.
Thanks Dan for another magnificent party. You never cease to amaze us with your wonderful skills as a host. Some
were very creative with their Ó ’costumes. Apart from Annie Oakley, there was an organic orange, an oriental
wearing an origami hat, an officer, octopus, overalls, lots of orange shirts and of course some were just ordinary
(not to mention old). Thanks Col for the great photos.
Kathy has asked that anyone who has recently completed a first aid course or their CPR to please let her know so
the club data base can be updated.

Our Publicity Officer is Rob Kollin
robertskool@qld.chariot.net.au
Please email Rob any photos you think would
look good in the newspaper.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to 25th May

Note from Daphne
Expressions of interest are being called for those needing to update the Annual CPR
Part of their First Aid. Daphne is trying to organise a group booking for this. For more
information and to register your interest please phone her on 49549338.

Relay for Life
Clive and Daphne are participating in this event with Sunset Bay Outriggers. They
have vacancies in their team and would welcome any Bushwalkers who would like to
join them. The event takes place on 25th and 26th May at Slade Point. If you do not
want to walk you could sponsor Clive and Daphne with a donation.

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance
S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical
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Terrain
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
very uneven, hidden obstacles underfoot, lots
of up and very steep descents in places
Vegetation: open scrub, very long spear grass
Expect: Long grass all day, trip hazards and
obstacles hidden in grass underfoot, limited
shade, no water, some scrambling across
gullies.
This will be a somewhat tougher than usual
walk due to the terrain, long grass and hidden
obstacles. Once up on the ridges there are no
shortcuts back. Total walk distance is about
7kms and the vast majority of it is in long grass
with the potential for stumbles under every
step.
The walk will start from the Mt Adder Road in
Homevale NP, near the turnoff to The Arch.
Beginning with a 1.5km cross country bash
over and through various gullies to the base of
a ridge which we will then follow up to the
summit of Mikes Peak (655m high) for an early
lunch. We will return via an alternate 2km long
snaking ridge, narrow in places with a steep
descent at the end (tough on the knees),
followed by another similar cross country bash
back to the cars. Time permitting we may get
the chance to explore another rock formation
on the way back.
The reward for this slog will be spectacular
views of the features of Homevale NP from
various points along the ridges, you will get to
see, Sydney Heads, The Marling Spikes,
Clarks Pinnacle, The Bluff, Diamond Cliffs, Mt
Britton and peer through the eye of The Arch
from above.
It is essential you bring sufficient water and
food to enable walking the entire day in the
open sun.
Note the 6am start.

Black’s Beach, Dolphin Heads and Eimeo
Beach
Sunday, 5th May
Leader:
Carole Weekes 49546108
Depart:
8am
Journey:
$3
Grade:
M23
Estimated walking time: 4 hrs Total of all
uphill sections: 30 metres Pace: average
Vegetation: not much Expect: sand, some
rocks, tracks, sun, insects, possibly some road
walking {depending on tide}, a regatta on
Eimeo Beach.
The plan is to park the cars at the Black’s
Beach picnic area near Dolphin Heads, to walk
along bush tracks to McCready’s Creek while
the tide is high, and then return via the beach
before following the shoreline around the rocks
from Dolphin Heads to Eimeo Beach. As the
tide is only 0.74 m at 14.12, this should allow
us to have lunch at Eimeo Creek (Eimeo side)
and return back around the rocks to the cars. If
the tide comes in too quickly for this, we will
follow plan B and explore the residential areas
of Dolphin Heads before reaching the car park
via the scenic staircase.
This walk has been undertaken once before in
recent memory, and will be a day of varied
walking with exposure to much spectacular
coastal scenery.

Mikes Peak Ridges Loop
Sunday 12th May
Leader: Jenny Wooding 49440236 /
0447091532
Depart: 6:00am
Journey: 240kms $24.00
Map Ref: Mirani 2nd Ed 626 263
Grade: M67
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 300m Pace: average Terrain:
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Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 15th May
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome. Induction by Dan and Cheryl

Creek and seek an appropriate ridge or series
of ridges leading in the general direction of Mt
Funnel. Likely walk distance over 10km’s in
unknown terrain. We will not be climbing the
top section this day.
Note the early 6am start to give us plenty of
time. Due to the unknown nature of the
adventure, numbers will be limited. Expressions
of interest from budding navigators and other
foolhardy souls welcome. The leader reserves
the right to make final selection of participants
in the walking party.

McBride’s Point, Ball Bay
Sunday 19th May
Leader: Kathy Cant 4952 2269
Depart: 7:00am
Journey: $10
Grade: S44
Estimated walking time: 3hours Total All
Uphill sections:100m
Vegetation: long grass, some scrub and trees
with GREEN ANTS.
Expect: Some track, rocks, beach and some
off-track with obstacles hidden by long grass.
We will commence the walk at Halliday Bay
and follow the track up to the lookout rock for
views of Cape Hillsborough and Ball Bay. We
will leave the track on the way down to then
follow a small gully down to the headland
before making our way to the beach. We will
continue along Ball Bay beach before skirting
around behind the houses to a lagoon. Our
return journey back to Halliday Bay will be
hampered by numerous dead trees across the
old track.

Eungella Tracks
Sunday 26th May
Leader: Dan Mckinlay 49534249 or
0409057494
Depart: 7am
Journey: 180km $18
Map Ref: Mirani. Grade: L15
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 100m Pace: average Terrain:
Graded walking tracks Vegetation: rainforest,
Expect, leeches and swimming holes.
This is a through walk commencing at the
Crediton end of the graded walking tracks and
ending at the Eungella Chalet. The tracks take
us along the banks of Broken River for several
kilometres and past several lookouts. The walk
is suitable for beginners and is entirely on
graded tracks. You will need to bring plenty of
drinking water, hat, swimmers and insecticide.

Mt Funnel East Exploratory
Sunday 26th May
Leader: Garry Hendicott 49440236
0447091532
Depart: 6:00am
Journey: 180kms $18.00
Map Ref: Carmila 8754, 747114E 7606870N
GDA94
Grade: Exploratory-unknown-assume difficult
Estimated walking time: All day Total of all
uphill sections: 344m Pace: average Terrain:
Creek beds, ridges, a climb Vegetation:
coastal, long grass and unknown. Expect: The
unexpected, no natural water, little shade,
possibility of not reaching destination.

Wedge Island
2 June 2013
Leader: Kathy Cant 49522269
Depart : 8:00am
Journey: 100km $10.00
Grade:S44
Estimated walking time: 3 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 130m
Pace: easy Terrain: track,beach and island
Expect: a relaxing day.
This will be an easy day of walking at Cape
Hillsborough. As low tide is not until 12:43 we
will commence with the uphill walk to Andrew’s
Lookout before ambling across the causeway
to Wedge Island.

This is exploratory therefore the only thing we
will know for sure is where we started from. The
aim is to approach Mt Funnel from the Eastern
side. Most likely plan is to start out in Daintry
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North of Mt Henry Camp
Saturday/Sunday 1st & 2nd June
Leader:
Depart:
Journey:
Camp Fees:
Map Ref:

The plan is to walk along the Western Trail to
the top of the ridge between the first and
second creeks, and then to follow this ridge
northwards across Mt Henry then further north
and to the west and drop into the creek system.
We will make camp somewhere in the creek
system, possible in the area of 674766. The
return walk will depend on where we end up for
the night, but the preferred option is to climb
back up a different tributary and reach the
saddle area at the very head of Cattle Creek on
the region of 685765 and then follow the creek
down to the Western Trail (third crossing) and
then via the Western Trail back to the cars.
Much of the route proposed for this walk is
exploratory, and participants need to be
capable of going with the flow as the walk
unfolds.
Intending campers must book with the
leader by no later than Wednesday 29 May

Steven Morgan
(4954 0037, 0418 882 817)
7:00am
200km
$20.00
$5.45
Mirani

Day 1
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 360m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain forest
Expect: some rockhopping, leeches, Grade:
M77.
Day 2
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 360m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain forest
Expect: some rockhopping, leeches, Grade:
M77.

Previous Activities
Eimeo Creek to Reliance Creek
Sunday 7th April
After constant rain on Saturday night, and full cloud cover on Sunday morning, it was not surprising that
half of the original nominees for this walk decided to pass, rather than face the prospect of soldiering on
all day in the rain. However, a handful of stalwarts set out from Bucasia and although we were all clad in
wet weather gear, the rain was hardly noticable for much of the day. Due to the very high tide just
before 9am, we followed the path through parkland until it was replaced by sandy track, and this took us
through melaleuca forest, open grassland and eventually manicured lawn adjacent to extensive and
recent revegetation work as Bucasia segued into Shoal Point.
We inevitably came to scrubland that was not meant to be penetrated easily, so walked along Shoal
Point Road for a few blocks until accessing a park leading to the beach just south of the rocky sections
at the point. We had intended to take morning tea at a picnic table in the park but the roof proved
inadequate in such rainy weather - by now it was coming down fairly seriously - so we gave it a miss.
The walk then took us up a staircase to the heights of suburban Shoal Point and then down to the main
picnic ground, where some shelter was provided by the tree branches hanging over one of the tables.

Having come this far, the group decided to press on to Reliance Creek, and once again it was
necessary to travel via track rather than beach for some of the distance. When we did reach the beach it
wasn't long before we were engaged in rock hopping as the tide was still hugging the rocky retaining
wall.
Despite the grey gloominess of the seascape, there was a certain beauty in the cloud covered
mountains, in the ghostly mangroves and eerie shapes of the driftwood. The mouth of Reliance Creek
was not the ideal spot for lunch as it was very windy, but we enjoyed the sight of a lone pelican. The
meal break was taken on a suitable log a bit south of the estuary, and the location turned out to be a
Page 5

bird watchers paradise - sea eagles, lorikeets, greater egrets, plovers, seagulls, finches and many
others. Fran spotted the back end of a rat, and we all watched as the causeway out to Little Green
Island revealed itself with the ebbing tide.
Although the original plan had included a return trip mostly on the beach, it proved so unpleasant facing
a strong south-easterly that was blasting us with seaspray and raindrops that eventually we returned to
the track above the beach. As we sipped our cappucinnos at the Bucasia cafe at about 3.30pm, it was
agreed that we made the right decision to go ahead with the trip, and were satisfied with the 14km we
had covered.
Carole
Blacks Creek Gorge
6th and 7th April
Saturday morning dawned damp and drizzly but 10, not to be deterred bushwalkers arrived at the
designated meeting spot with our loaded backpacks. Most agreed it was against our better judgement to
be heading off in such damp weather! Surely a few showers couldn’t be much of a problem could they?
At Gargett we collected Kate and Deb and off we went in 3 large and sturdy 4WDs. Just as well!!
The road into Captains Crossing was not good but after the Crossing it was downright horrible. It had
badly deteriorated into huge deep ruts and made negotiating it difficult for the drivers. Lucky it’s not
raining out here we told ourselves. (Huh!)
We arrived at the “Hilton” donned our boots and set off
eagerly for the gorge (or so we thought). Now Coral has
asked me to get the creek names correct but I am just
going to say we spent the day pleasantly ambling along,
crossing several creeks some which had names like
Rocky Dam, Quandong, Station and Native Bear before
eventually camping beside Blacks Creek. Lunch was
had along the way sitting beside one of the said water
courses. As the day progressed the showers began to
increase before setting in with gusto once we had chosen our camping site for the night. Tents were
hastily erected in the rain with most people disappearing straight inside – not the weather to be
socialable.
Dinner was an interesting meal that night. Kevin cooked in
his tent, some chose not to cook and munched on whatever
they had that didn’t need cooking. I was not going to be put
off having my meal. Garry and I cooked and ate in the rain,
which at least did the washing up for us after we had eaten.
The ever adventurous Kate managed to get a swim in but
everyone was safely zipped up in their tents by 6.30
although Celestine and girls did try and be social but no one
would venture out to join them. Surprisingly all but Coral
seemed to enjoy a good night’s sleep. Coral’s tent leaked
like a sieve and she reported 4”of water in it in the morning.
Morning came and although overcast no rain – Whoopee! Drivers were anxious about negotiating the
road after all the rain but Coral assured us the quickest way was to continue on. However the rain had
made continuing along the creek very difficult due to the amount of water in it and the very slippery

rocks. We decided to pull out and head for the cars. Coral
assured us where we pulled out was only 10 minutes from
the waterfall and suggested some zip down there without
packs to check it out before leaving. No one took this
option as it was again raining and this proved to be a
fortunate choice because when we got home and studied
the map the waterfall was more than 10 minutes down the
track. Russell and Kevin opted for a path of heading
straight to the cars which seemed very sensible.
Unfortunately to go in a bee line involved a lot of hills and
gullies to traverse and so Garry took the lead and we zig
zagged back along the ridges. This involved a little more distance but much easier walking. Fortunately
the cattle and other animals had made us good tracks to follow. It was over 9kms back to the cars but
we managed smoko and lunch along the way.
By 3.30 the rain had stopped we were all in clean clothes and ready to depart – several people had
picked oranges from the trees growing there. The journey out was epic taking us well over 2 hours to
reach the road near Pinnacle. The three drivers, Russell, Garry and Telina did a magnificent job of
getting us out safely. Only one small hiccup occurred when Telina got her vehicle stuck but we all leapt
out and helped fill deep ruts with rocks and then Garry took the wheel to get the car out for her.
Despite the conditions I and I think everyone else enjoyed the weekend. It was a shame we didn’t make
it to the gorge itself but at least we know where to go for next time. Frances provided us with plenty of
amusement along the way with the rain cover she had for her backpack. It was bright orange and
enormous. We certainly weren’t going to lose her. The cover was so large it came down to her knees
and billowed out to the sides, making it look as though she was carrying the world’s largest back pack.
Thanks Coral for organising the weekend.
Jenny
Mount Hector Exploratory
Tuesday 9th April
I had fond memories of Mt Hector/Ballykeel Beach, from my early
days with the Mackay Bushwalkers, but the last time I was there was
2001, so I was very interested to go along to this walk again. The
weather in Mackay had been foul for days and appeared no better
on the designated Tuesday morning of our walk. However, 7 of us
decided to brave the elements and go anyway. The initial plan of
crossing Louisa Creek by boat had been scrapped as Coral had
managed to gain approval for us to drive to Dudgeon Point.
On our arrival at Dudgeon Point the wind was strong and it looked like rain again, so we donned our rain
apparel. Kate’s borrowed, flimsy, poncho was immediately torn to shreds & Paul’s ”a little bit more
substantial” poncho did not fare much better. We had been greeted by a pair of brolgas who didn’t care
for our company, and haughtily walked away from us, and also some curlews who made themselves
scarce as well. The wetlands were a haven for birds and the birdwatchers amongst the group counted
11 different bird species during the day.
The 4km stroll along Ballykeel Beach was interrupted by a few showers, however while we could see
the threatening black clouds out to sea, most of them by-passed us and ended up dropping heaps of
rain on Mackay. It never did rain at any strategic times eg. when we were climbing, or on top of Mt
Hector, or lunch time, so we were truly blessed. Ballykeel beach is a beachcomber’s paradise, with
much coral and shells – not all broken – washed up along the length of it. The large bones we found

(and speculated might be dugong or small whale bones) turned out to be turtle breast bones. At the
southern end of the beach below Mt Hector, we reached the multi-coloured, patterned rocks, they were
so beautiful, and none of us knew how they had been formed. Those of us with cameras couldn’t stop
taking photos of them. We speculated that some of them had an appearance not unlike Egyptian
hieroglyphics.
We did the steep walk up to the neglected Trig Point on top of Mt Hector, only a short distance, but the
dense, scratchy vegetation made for an uncomfortable walk. From the
top there were good views down to Louisa Creek, along the beach and
further down to Dalrymple Bay Coal Terminal. We ate our lunch in the
shelter of the patterned rocks, before a rain shower sent Paul racing off
down the beach with blue poncho flapping furiously – a comical sight!
After returning along the beach to Dudgeon Point, we decided to drive to
Louisa Creek, to check out the creek entrance and check out how low the
water was. Clive walked about three quarters of the way across the creek & declared that it was low
enough to walk across, but as there was no reason for us to do so, we didn’t bother.
Coral had previously informed us that sometimes Stephens 4WD wouldn’t start – and would you believe
it, after Paul had taken off – there we were – it wouldn’t start! Coral wasn’t sure just how to get the car
bonnet up, however after that was achieved, our ever resourceful Kate knew just what to do....and just
did it....and hey presto....away we go. It was then on to the Coal Terminal Lookout for a view of the
Dalrymple Bay/Hay Point coal loading facilities. The weather appeared to become more threatening, so
we headed back to a very soggy Mackay.
Penny

Hazlewood Gorge Exploratory
Sunday 21st April
A 6am start saw 4 of us heading out of town – our aim was to
reach the bottom of the waterfall at Hazlewood Gorge. Deb was
collected along the way at Gargett and we went off expecting a
beautiful day once the fog had lifted.
We did indeed have a lovely day for walking although overnight
rain had made the long grass very wet to walk through and put a
lot of water into the creeks. We were all quite wet by smoko. We
detoured to “the dam” for morning tea, however there was so
much water rushing down the creek we didn’t actually make it to where we had planned.

After snacking we backtracked to an old 4WD track and climbed a short but steep hill to find the ridge
we wanted to work our way down to the gorge. This proved easier said than done but we did manage to
end up on the ridge where Garry thought we should be. Once down the ridge we searched for the right
gully which would take us down into the gorge itself. We had a false start but did succeed in tackling the
correct gully. We battled quite a few obstacles as well as the ever nasty lantana and tangly vines to
reach the bottom. Once there we had to make our way 100mtrs or so along a creek which would lead us
into Hazlewood Creek. Sounds easy but the dense vegetation made progress slow. Garry sensibly got
us to leave signs along the way so we would find our way out again. Kevin produced a role of pink tape
so there was no chance of us getting lost.
Once we turned into Hazlewood Creek we
were rewarded with the sight of the
waterfall. It was magnificent and really
pumping due to the overnight rain. We
quickly scrambled along the creek to a spot
closer to the falls. We were a battered but
triumphant group. Deb was first in for a
swim but the rest of us soon followed. We
spent an hour at the falls, enjoying the
spectacle.
The return trip to the cars was
straightforward after the battle/scramble
back out of the gully. It was quite a big day’s walk but well worth it. Thanks Garry for capably taking us
there.
Jenny
The Big O Party
Friday 19th April

Griffith School of Environment
Nathan campus, Griffith University
170 Kessels Road
Nathan, Queensland 4111
Australia
Telephone +61 (07) 373 57491
Facsimile +61 (07) 373 56717
www.griffith.edu.au

Mr Dan McKinlay,
President, Mackay Bushwalkers
c/- Mackay City Council
27th March 2013
Dear Dan,
Eungella Biodiversity Surveys March 2013
Our initial researches along the altitudinal transect at Eungella are now complete. We have
established 20 reference sites, marked every tree with a diameter greater than 5cm, and made
extensive insect collections using five different standard methodologies from each of these sites.
To my knowledge this represents by far the largest survey effort ever invested in the biodiversity of
this very special place. From our viewpoint it represents just the beginning and, funding
permitting, we are looking forward to bringing a larger team to continue these very exciting and
important investigations over the next few months.
To have achieved what we have done so far within the very tight schedule we set ourselves is
nothing short of astonishing (to us anyway).
The only reason this was possible at all was through the help provided by the many volunteers that
you and the Mackay Bushwalking group were able to organise to assist us in the field, and in the
sorting room. On behalf of Louise, Erica, Aki, Tomo, Chris and myself I would like to thank you
and them wholeheartedly. I hope this is just the beginning of a relationship between my research
group and the enthusiasts you were able to inspire to join us in this joint endeavour.
Please pass on my sincere thanks to all those involved: they will not be forgotten.
With my best wishes,
Roger
Professor R. L. Kitching AM,
Chair of Ecology,
Griffith School of the Environment,
Griffith University, Brisbane

