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Club Officers    
          President  Bruce Pownall 0417 759 032   Walks Coordinator  Coral Morgan 4957 8474 
          Vice President Clive Goodson 0417 706 240  Digital Officer  Garry Hendicott 4944 0236 
          Secretary  Daphne Goodson 0417 706 240  Membership Secretary Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168 
          Treasurer  Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168  
          Equipment Officer Clive Goodson 0417 706 240 
          Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding 0447 091 532 

The Message Stick 
March 2021 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 

 

 

Future Events 
Mick Ready Beach Clean-up…………………………………………………………….7th March 
Pinevale……………………………………………………………………..……………..14th March 
General meeting…………………………………………………….……..…………..…17th March 
McBrides Lookout……………………………………………………………………….21st March 
Beginners Backpack…………………………………………………..….……..27th & 28th March 
 

Walkers Enjoying a Break at Freshwater Point 
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Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day 
before the walk unless otherwise stated. 

 
 

 
Mick Ready Beach Clean-up 

Sunday 7th March 
 

Leader: Coral Morgan 0407 164 856 
Depart: 8am 
Journey: 80km $8 
Map Ref: Mackay 380 380 
Grade: M42 

 
We have registered the site for “Clean up 
Australia Day”. We will stay with the actual 
event day of Sunday.  
This walk will be at a steady pace and ideal for 
beginners. Expect a 1km walk along a four 
wheel drive track in both directions through the 
bush. 

From the Editor 
 

Please don’t forget to email walks write-ups as other club members enjoy reading them and may inspire others to 
participate in the future. It’s great to see all the photos getting posted to The Message Stick, the club Facebook group 
and I always enjoy seeing them as others do as well. 
February again has a variety of outings on offer so hopefully lots of us will be out and about participating in them. 
Have a great month everyone 

 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Difficulty 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km 8-10 = Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling, 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                                thick scrub, major rock scrambling using hands, technical 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 
prior to 25th March 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before 
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards 
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The rest of the day will be spent on beaches 
and rocky headlands. We will be crossing a 
shallow tidal stream to access Point Victor. 
There is also a possibility of walking the 
coastline towards Grasstree Point. (Mick Ready 
Beach is the next beach north of Grasstree). 
Come prepared with the usual, water, lunch, 
repellent and sunscreen. 
For a registered site gloves and bags will be 
supplied. A large backpack could be handy on 
the day. 
Note the later starting time of 8am and an 
early finish is expected. 
 
 

Pinevale Creek 
Sunday 14th March. 

 

 Leaders:  Mari Simmonds 0429190168   Deb 
Wilson 0400319078.  
Departure: 7.00 am.  
Journey: 160 km. $16.00 
 Map reference: Mirani 910 430  
Grade: M66 
 
Estimated walking time: 5 hours, Total of all 

uphill sections: 120 metres, Pace: Slow, 

Terrain: Very uneven terrain, Vegetation: Rain 

forest, Expect: Rock hopping, lantana, spear 

grass, guinea grass, swimming holes.  

At the beginning of the walk we have to cross a 

shallow creek. This walk has not been done for 

2 years so there may have been some changes 

since the club last did this walk. We will begin 

walking just below the place where the Pioneer 

River begins, at the junction of Black's Creek 

and Black Waterhole Creek. The plan is to 

follow Pinevale Creek along an unused old 

road, to the site of a disused abandoned old 

Copper mine. After exploring the mine site, we 

will then rock hop further up the creek, this is a 

fairly easy walk, with a lot of rock hopping up to 

the mine, but after that it may become more 

challenging for some, as the rocks get larger. 

However as this walk is not long, there will be 

no need to rush on the day. You will need to 

carry water and food for the whole day. 

 Please phone or text Mari or Deb. 

 
Induction 6.30pm General Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 17th March 
 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. 
 
 

Halliday Bay, McBrides Lookout and Ball 

Bay 

Sunday 21st March 

Leader : Carole Weekes 49546108 

Depart : 8am 

Journey : 100kms - $10 

Grade : M52 

Total walking time: 5 hrs Total uphill :100 m 

Pace : average Terrain: beach, track, taped 

trail, some rock, and some boggy wetland 

areas Vegetation : forest, grass. 

This walk will begin at Halliday Bay with a walk 

along the beach then along a track to a rocky 

area not far from the swimming enclosure. We 

will then access the track up to McBrides 

Lookout for 360 degree views from a rocky 

outcrop. Next the walk will take us to Ball Bay 

via a taped trail. The rest of the day will be 

spent exploring Ball Bay, including a wetland 

area, before returning along the trail to the cars. 

The day will be a relaxed one with quite easy 

walking, but please bring sunscreen, insect 

protection and plenty of water and the usual 

supply of food. If you prefer to meet us at 

Halliday Bay, please indicate this when you 

book. Please note later 8am starting time 

because low tide is just before lunch. 
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Beginners Backpack 
27th & 28th March 

 
Leader: Jenny Wooding 0447 091 532 
Departure: 7am 
Journey: 200km $20 
Grade: M33 
 
Last year I held a beginners backpack which 
was well attended and a lot of fun. This will be 
another easy/practice type backpack with the 
hope of doing something more challenging later 
on. 
We will begin at Broken River and walk to the 
Diggings via a fire break and be there by 

lunchtime. Camp will be set up before we have 
an afternoon walk to the waterfall where we can 
swim. Sunday morning will be relaxed and we 
can return to the cars via the same track or 
take a more challenging route if we feel up to it. 
This walk is for all skill levels but it will be 
helpful for those new to backpacking or those 
wanting to brush up on some rusty skills. Food 
will need to be carried for the entire weekend. 
Please phone by Wednesday 24th if attending 
as the camp site will need to be booked but the 
club will pay camp fees. 
 

 
 

 

Previous Activities 
 

Eungella Tracks walk part 2- Crediton to Broken River & return. 
Sunday 14th February 

13 intrepid bushwalkers 
enjoyed the walk through the 
rainforest.  A sense of 
adventure was needed, as the 
track was not particularly well 
maintained, with plenty of fallen 
vegetation to be 
negotiated.  However, it was a 
beautiful, quiet walk, with the 
usual stop at the creek for 

smoko, and then lunch at The Cascades. It was hot, so the swim or foot bathe was welcome at lunch, 
and some of the group managed to get leeches.  A relaxed walk, with plenty of photo opportunities!  

A couple of walkers left the group at The Cascades, opting for the shorter walk to the Kiosk, where they 

had time to watch the platypus downstream from the bridge. 

 

Hmmm, Now where is the track? 


