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From the Editor
I
A reminder
once again that all Club Memberships are due for renewal from June 30th. Membership Forms and
details can be found on the clubs website “Join” page.
Walks calendar is looking quite awesome for June with lots of variety on offer so hopefully lots of club members will
be out and about participating.
Have a great month everyone.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com
prior to 25th June

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance

Terrain

S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Difficulty

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
8-10 = Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling, 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
thick scrub, major rock scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards
Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day
before the walk unless otherwise stated.
Spring Creek
SATURDAY 5th June

Estimated walking time: 5 hours Pace:
Moderate with slow creek sections Terrain:
Very uneven in sections, rock hopping, open
woodland Vegetation: Scratchy creek
bottlebrush/callistemons and lantana, ironbark
forests, possible spear grass Expect: Rock
hopping and scrambling in the creek

Leader: Ian Burgess Co-Leader: Donna
Burgess - 0488 787 953
Departure: 7am from Mackay
Journey: 200km, $20.00
Grade: M84
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Although Spring Creek is known to the club this
will be a new walk. Starting at Cockies Creek
Road, we head overland to Spring Creek. We
follow the creek, which hopefully will have
some water, for a number of kilometres passing
through some micro gorges and rock pools.

Crazy Cat Mountain
Sunday 20th June
Leader: Kate Brunner 49588436, messenger
or katcalen@hotmail.com
Journey: 140km $14
Depart: 7am
Terrain; uneven forest, probably tangles, ups
and downs.

Eventually we peel off Spring Creek and head
across country meeting Spring Creek again at
its junction with Broken River. From Broken
River we will walk out to the Eungella Dam
Road, as this walk is best with a short car
shuffle, we’ll meet up with some of the cars and
head back to Cockies Creek Road.
We will be walking through a working cattle
station so every effort must be made to not
disturb livestock near cattle yards and holding
areas.

I see Crazy Cat Mountain from my home in
Cameron’s Pocket, across a neighbour’s
paddock and have permission for the walk. It
will be an exploratory walk and therefore it’s
hard to say how long it will take or what we
might find. I feel it will not be a massive walk as
it isn’t a very big mountain but I hope we can
follow the crest in some way. I have always
wished to check it out.

Back of Finch Hatton
Sunday 13th June

Dooloomai Falls to Wheel of Fire
Sunday 27th June

Leader: Bruce Pownall 0417759032
Departs: 8am (note later start)
Journey: 130km $13.00
Map Ref: Mirani 703607
Grade: S55
Estimated walking time: 4 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 250m Pace: Slow to
average Terrain: Very uneven Vegetation:
Open forest Expect: Some steep slopes, long
grass, loose gravelly sections, grass covered
rocks
The walk will start at the Finch Hatton water
tank and take us to the top of a rocky
ridge. There will be plenty of views of the
valley along the way and if it’s a clear day we
may see out to sea. Lunch will be on top of a
large rocky outcrop with more great views
across to Mt Pinnacle and down the valley.

Leader:Steven Morgan 0418 882 817,
steven.morgan61@gmail.com
Depart: 7:00am
Journey:
140km $14.00
Map Ref:
Mirani 696707 (Datum
GDA2020)
Grade: M94
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 300m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain forest
Expect: some rockhopping, very steep
scrambles, swimming holes, difficult creek
crossings, ropework, swimming.
The section of creek between Dooloomai Falls
and Wheel of Fire falls is quite rugged and
includes some impressive creek scenery –
water holes and water falls. We will take a trail
to the top of Dooloomai Falls. It is maybe 60m
from the top of the falls to the bottom. We will
take a scramble route to the side and will use a
rope handline for safety in some sections. We
will then head downstream, continuing
downstream past the Left Hand Junction. The
creek boulders can be quite large and can limit
routes in the creek making rockhopping more

Induction 6.30pm General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 16th June
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome.
Induction by Bruce and Daphne
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difficult. We will eventually hit the final series of
falls to Wheel of Fire and will rig rope which will
require a basic abseil for safety. (They can be
climbed without rope if you are good and
fearless! But not on this trip.) From Wheel of
Fire it is a relatively easy well developed track
walk back to the cars. Whilst we will keep a
close eye on you, and will use rope for safety
where needed, this walk nevertheless will
challenge you with some demanding
rockhopping and some rock scrambles. Each
participant will be expected to carry a harness,
etc. We have access to a supply of these. It is
best that you bring a pair of leather gloves for
rope work.

booking on the trip. Further details will be
provided when you contact the leader to book.
Day 1 – Friday 2 July – boat transfer
Map Ref:
Gloucester
(Datum GDA 2020)

Island

513833

We will leave Mackay and meet with the boat
operator on Friday afternoon. The boat is small
to be suitable for what is required, and we are
planning on three return trips from Dingo Beach
with 4/5 persons per trip. We plan to start boat
transfers around 3:00pm, so departure from
Mackay around 1:00pm. Transfer will be to
Bona Bay camping area. There are toilets on
site but you need to bring everything else
including drinking water. Take into account the
boat transfer and travel reasonably light with
your camping equipment.

Gloucester Island Exploratory Expedition
Friday 2nd July – Monday 5th July
Leader: Steven Morgan (0418 882 817,
steven.morgan61@gmail.com)
Depart: By arrangement - Friday afternoon just
after lunch
Journey:
330km $33.00
Map Ref:
See individual days
Grade: See individual days

Day 2 – Saturday 3 July – Mt Bertha
Map Ref
Gloucester Island 523856
(Datum GDA 2020)
Grade: M88
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 660m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: scrub Expect:
unknown walking conditions, much steep
slopes, steep scrambles.

The purpose of this trip is to do exploratory
walks to the peaks of Gloucester Island which
is National Park to the east of Bowen and north
of Dingo Beach. The leader has not previously
been to the peaks and is not aware of persons
who have done the peaks, so this will be
exploratory. From map, Google Earth images
and photos from a friend the two peaks appear
quite rugged. Because of the location of
Gloucester Island, boat transfer has been
difficult to arrange and will be $250 per person.
Boat services include transfer to the island on
Friday, transfers to and from different island
locations on Sunday and return to Dingo Beach
(mainland) on Monday morning. Boat transfer
times have been arranged based on tides. We
are working on 12 people, but may have some
scope to go to maybe 15 max. Please refer to
the day by day descriptions below. We already
have expressions of interest (although not
definite bookings) from 11 people, so this is
expected to book out quickly. You will need to
pay the boat transfer fee up front to secure your

Walking from the Bona Bay campsite up
various ridges and crossing a couple of saddles
we will attempt to reach the summit of Mt
Bertha (568m). This is exploratory. You will
need to carry all water for the day.
Day 3 – Sunday 5 July – Northern peak
Map Ref:
Gloucester
(Datum GDA 2020)
Grade: M98

Island

520892

Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 660m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: scrub Expect:
unknown walking conditions, much steep
slopes, very steep scrambles.
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survey for up to 11 persons (as a water Taxi in
smooth waters) however is generally only used
for 6 Adults or up to 8 persons if 2 or more
children.

Our boat people will transfer us from the Bona
Bay campsite to 511874 which is on the north
west of the island and will give us a closer start
to attempt the northern (unnamed) peak. This
peak is 510m, and depending on time we may
push beyond the peak further along the ridge.
From photos, it appears the ridge at the
northern end is more rugged with some large
rock outcrops. We will meet the boat operator
in the afternoon to be returned to Bona Bay.
We must commit to a pre-arranged time for the
afternoon pick up. This is exploratory. You will
need to carry all water for the day.
Day 4 – Monday 5 July – boat transfer
Boat transfer back to Dingo Beach quite early
in the morning – starting around 7:00am (due to
tide times). Note there may be an opportunity
for a small number to return to mainland on
Sunday afternoon rather than Monday morning.

The Island
Photo from a friend of the ridge line at the
northern end of the island.

The Boat
Paradise Explorer is a 6.5 metre rigid inflatable
craft powered by an economical and ecofriendly, 4 stroke outboard motor. She had a
new generation 130hp Yamaha outboard fitted
in July 2018 and cruises comfortably at around
16 knots (29kmh) and has a top speed of
nearly 30 knots (55kmh). It is in commercial

Previous Activities
Shoal Point
Sunday 16th May
The day looked very promising when seven of us prepared to depart from Shoal Point Park on the first
leg of our walk along the beach to the mouth of Reliance Creek, three kms to the north. It was a little on
the cool side, but jackets were soon discarded as we warmed to our task. The tide was low, the sky
was a bright blue, and all our old favourites- The Leap, Mt Blackwood, Mt Jukes, Cape Hillsborough,
Smith’s Pinnacle, several islands, and Black Mt - were clearly silhouetted. We almost had the beach to
ourselves.
Excellent walking conditions made for good progress, and we soon arrived at our destination where a
couple of the group members had not previously been. The return journey featured a departure from
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the sand to follow the dirt road leading back to the cars
where morning tea was enjoyed in the park.
The next 6km section took us south, and included moving
between beach and headland via sandy tracks, staircases,
and parkland. By this time there was a strong wind blowing
towards us during the beach sections, but we soon escaped
into Nautilus Park and then across the road to amble around
the landscaped lake in Shoal Point Waters. Six of us made
our way back to the cars for lunch via the beach, having farewelled our new member Meagan during
the course of the second section of the
walk.

Sue, Carmel, Wendy and Toni decided
12.2 kms was enough for a Sunday walk,
but Len and I drove to Ko Huna to access
the Bucasia pathway as far as Eimeo
Creek, then enjoyed the return to the cars
along the beach. A lace monitor was sighted near the Caravan Park, and was about the only wildlife
spotted apart from the usual shore birds.
Carole
Cape Hillsborough to Smalleys Beach
Sunday 9th May.
I arrived early Sunday morning at Cape Hillsborough to take advantage of the sunrise. I was not
disappointed as I watched the sun rise up over the ocean. Ten walkers arrived from town by 8 o'clock.
We did the car shuffle over to Smalleys Beach. Back to Cape Hillsborough and off we went, eager to
see what the day would bring.
We had great ocean views as we climbed, Laurinda pointed out a
lookout, that I had overlooked before. We all headed there for a rest
and to take in the view, also a great chance to take photos. Moving on,
the next stop was Cathedral Cave, Penny led and showed the way. We
were all happy to have arrived at the cave. More photos. On and up to
a welcomed rocky area, plenty of seats for everyone and there we had
our morning tea break. There were views of Belmunda. Four hikers
passed by on the track, we later met them again at the top at lookout
rocks. Discovering they were visiting from Victoria. We sat and rested,
taking in the amazingly beautiful coastal views looking down towards
Cape Hillsborough. After a good amount of time there we headed on
towards, what the club calls smoko rocks and had good views of Ball
Bay. Continuing on and not long before we started to desend towards
Smalleys Beach. Next stop was another cave. After exploring, we
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found a shady place and rested and had a relaxed lunch.
Back on the track and down we went, coming across several healthy
moonlighter plants. All unscathed, the group continued down through
the changing landscape, rainforest with palms, then changing again as
we got nearer the beach. Finally we came out of the bush and stepped
onto Smalleys Beach. We got a surprise as we walked along, there
coming towards us was another Bush walker we knew from the club,
we stopped to have a chat. Arriving at the carpark we all managed to
fit into Michelle and Julie's cars, then a short drive back to Cape
Hillsborough. Good fine weather, great company, and Mother's Day as
well made for a very enjoyable day of walking and exploring.
Deb

Mt Blackwood
Sunday 23rd May.
As I drove towards Mt Blackwood the weather was looking
miserable, overcast with showers. I phoned the town people to
warn of the weather, giving them a chance to withdraw from
the walk because of the rain. They arrived from town smiling,
happy to walk in the wet weather. Altogether we were seven in
the group. Off we went in our rain jackets. Walking was
pleasant as the rain had cooled the temperature down. As we
neared the summit of Mt Blackwood the rain and cloud cover
increased, we had a wet morning tea break, trying to find a bit
of shelter amongst the trees. Too wet to linger, so we soon moved
on and started down. The rain thankfully eased as we descended.
On the way down, we noticed trees flowering which had attracted
nectar eating birds, taking advantage of the good food supply.
Hopping around in the lower scrub were rufus fantails, they didn't
seem to be bothered by our presence. Further along was a very
large wasp nest hanging from a branch, full of wasps. The cool
weather keep them calm, no one got stung. We arrived back at
the cars at 11 o'clock. Walking Mt Blackwood was a great
workout, even in the rain. A pleasant morning’s walk and a good
workout!
Deb
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