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Future Events
Mt Bridgeman…………………………………………………………….……………….…….3rd June
St Lawrence Wetlands……………………………………………….…………..8th, 9th & 10th June
Back of Finch Hatton..…………………..……………………….……………..……………16th June
General Meeting…………………………………………………………….….……….…….20th June
The Lookouts………………………………………………………………………………….24th June
The Gooseponds………………………………………………………………………………..1st July
Christmas Rocks………………………………………………………………………………..1st July
Membership Renewals……………………………………………………..………………..30th June
Homevale Camp………………………………………….……………………………28th & 29th July

Bushwalkers behaving strangely whilst exploring on Mid Molle
Island – perhaps the setting sun affected them!
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From the Editor
The South Molle camp was once again a resounding success. This is a camp for everyone and provides constant
spectacular scenery. All participants thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Clive’s ”Orchid Creek” proved to us that you don’t have to know where you are to be able to have a great day out. 
If you would like to lead a walk, please don’t be shy about coming forward as we always welcome new leaders and
new ideas for walks.
Happy walking everyone

Subscription Renewals
Yes It’s that time of the year again when all membership subscriptions are up for renewal – from the 30th June
Please download a membership form from the club website to complete. Payment options for the subscription fee
are on the form. Membership forms can be returned via email to the club email address

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to 24th June

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance

Terrain

S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Julie before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
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Mt Bridgeman
Sunday 3rd June

Map Ref: Mirani 703607
Grade: S55

Leader: Jenny Wooding 49440236 0447091532
Depart: 7am
Journey: 80km $8
Map Ref: Mirani 037 405
Grade: M65
Estimated walking time: 6-7 hours. Total of all
uphill sections: 500m Pace: average Terrain:
rocky creek bed, large boulders, rock faces, long
grass some steep scrambles.
We will commence our walk at the bottom of the
Eton Range and follow the creek for just over a
kilometre.
The creek has interesting rock
formations and terraces. We will leave the creek to
take a ridge up to Mt Bridgeman. This is lovely
country to walk through and there are a lot of large
boulders along the way to explore but there are
some steep scrambles. Long grass can make
walking a challenge and gaiters are recommended.

Estimated walking time: 4 hrs Total of all uphill
sections: 250m
Pace: slow to average.
Terrain: very uneven. Vegetation: open forest
Expect: some steep slopes, long grass, loose
gravelly sections.
The walk will start at the Finch Hatton water tank
and will take us to the top of the ridge. There will
be several stops In suitable places to admire the
views down the valley and out to the sea. The
lunch spot on top is at a rocky formation affording
more spectacular scenery. All morning we will be
working our way uphill, but after lunch it is
unbroken descent. Please bring water and food for
the whole day.
Please note that this is a SATURDAY outing, so
that you can still attend FINCH HATTON SHOW
the next day if you want to.

St Lawrence Wetlands Weekend
June 8th, 9th and 10th

Induction 6.30pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 20th June

Please see previous newsletter for other details.
Information that has come to light since our last
Message Stick:Bushman's Dinner on Sat evening is a three
course meal for $35 and features pig on the spit.
There is a very up market and expensive lunch
available on Sat, but it is unclear whether or not
the more humble but enjoyable choices offered in
previous years will still be available as well.
Glamping is now on offer.
There is a free bus running from the MECC at 7
am and returning to Mackay about 6.30 pm, and
one from Rockhampton as well.

Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome.
Induction by Clive and Daphne
Eungella Lookouts
Sunday 24th June
Leader:
6028
Co-Leader:
968
Depart:
Journey:
Map Ref:
Grade:

I suggest if you are thinking of going, you visit their
website and do your booking on line for the lunch,
dinner, glamping and bus. I don't think you need to
book a tent site. I am not sure whether the wine
and cheese night on Fri is still being conducted.

Frances Eiteneuer

4957

Bryan Marshall

0447 939

7:00 am
200km. $20
GDA94. 581591 592588
M57

Estimated Walking Time: 6 hours Total of all
uphill: 200 metres Pace: Moderate Vegetation:
Rainforest
Expect
Rain
forest,
with
opportunities for grand views up and down the
Pioneer Valley. Could be some leeches.
From Broken River we will follow the National Park
track, crossing Broken River and further follow the
track until we meet the third small creek. We leave
the track here and head through the bush,
following the old supply trail (detailed on the GPS

Phone Carole (49546108) if you need any more
information.
Back of Finch Hatton
SATURDAY 16th June
Leader: Ken Fihelly ( 0427718282)
Depart: 7 am
Journey: 130 kms. $13
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map), which was the early route from Mackay to
The Diggings. We will locate Catherines Lookout
(581591) and further on, Palms Lookout (592588).
Both lookouts are on the southern rim of the
escarpment with good views overlooking
Netherdale and the Pioneer Valley. As it has been
some time since our last visit, the passage may
have become overgrown, however our GPS trail
should provide greater direction. We should be
looking forward to seeing the palm frond carpet at
our lunch stop and an opportunity for a swim at
Broken River on the return route.
Please telephone Frances (4957 6028) or leave
a message plus your contact number to
nominate and arrange departure from in town. Last
acceptances are by Saturday 23rd, 12 Noon.

km, so a decent amount of exercise. Expect
pleasant parklands and a large variety of
waterbirds, but not much shade.
Last year many of us had lunch at the North
Mackay Bowls club where meals start from $12,
with generous helpings and tasty food. I will book a
table again this year for those interested, so just
need to bring morning tea and water.

Gooseponds Social Walk
Sunday 1 July
Leader : Edie Weiss 041268914
Meet time: 7.00am
Meeting place: Carpark behind North Mackay
Bowls Club
Grade : L11
This is an easy walk all on paved pathways. It
includes the branches of the Gooseponds, and
follows Jane Creek past Windmill crossing,
Magpies and Glennela, and return. It is more of a
social outing than a bushwalk, but covers about 12

Homevale Camp
28th and 29th July

Christmas Rocks
Sunday 1st July
Leader: Garry Hendicott 49440236 or Jenny
0447091532
More information regarding this walk will be posted
on the Club Facebook page in the near future.

Leader: Jenny Wooding 49440236 0447091532
More information will be in the July newsletter but
this will be a camp at Mt Britton township. Saturday
afternoon will involve a walk up the western ridge
behind the township and Sunday will be a walk to
Clarks Pinnacle. This is a challenging walk but an
easier option in the area will also be available

Previous Activities
Dalrymple Creek walk
Sunday 29th April
After starting out at our usual meet-up point with 11 walkers we travelled north and were joined by two more at
Mt Charlton turnoff. We then drove on to Mt Charlton school where we were met by three more adventurers
making our total number sixteen for the days walk.
On our way to our starting point we could see
small showers on the ranges and we knew that
the slippery rocks could be a challenge today. At
the end of the road we were met by a friendly
resident who encouraged us to park our vehicles
on his manicured lawn which was greatly
appreciated by all. I think he would’ve liked to join
us on our trek.
After a short debrief and discussion about the
walk ahead we set off following a track up into
the rainforest and were soon able to drop into the
creek. Everyone was amazed at the crystal-clear
water and surroundings.
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Rock-hopping and walking through the water were necessary to continue upstream as we passed ferns, frogs,
snakes and even water dragons to the first waterfall. Here it was decided to split into two groups. One group
explored the lower part of the creek at a leisurely pace while the second group pushed on upstream to reach
the elusive waterfall.
Following a tough trek up the creek we reached the
old lunch spot and some of the group decided to see if
the waterfall was around the nearby corner. We had
come this far and just had to see for sure what lay
ahead as it hadn’t been explored previously.

The decision was rewarded with a delightful double
waterfall in a narrow gorge which presented great
photo opportunities.
Jimmy, Donna and a couple of others ventured across
the pool and over the first boulder to reveal a small
waterhole below the twin waterfalls.
Ian

South Molle Island
5th, 6th & 7th May
This was a long weekend of seriously good fun. Lots of laughter, great company and we even managed plenty
of walking.
8 of us set off for Shute Harbour with just a quick pit stop in Airlie on the Saturday morning. We unloaded the
cars when Ian, the 9th member of the group joined us and we set sail (well motor) for the island right on
midday. 15 minutes later we were deposited at Paddle
Bay on the northern end of South Molle. This proved
fortuitous as it was an extremely windy weekend and
this campground was far more sheltered than Sandy
Bay where we have camped previously.
We enjoyed lunch and cuppas and set up camp for
the 2 nights. A hike was then undertaken to the top of
Lammond Hill for some great views and then across to
Balancing Rock for a photo shoot. Here Donna had a
large tree topple on her but she crawled out from
underneath unscathed. Phew!! We bushwalkers are
made of tough stuff! We walked back to our campsite and had views of the old resort which is a sad and sorry
sight indeed. It is all fenced off so we could no longer take short cuts through it.
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Back at camp a quick rest was in order and we then headed off to explore mid Molle for the late afternoon. We
had a lot of fun beachcombing and climbing on the rocks at the end of the island. The late afternoon sun made
for great photographs.
A few drinks on the beach were in order while the sun finally went down before cooking dinner.
Sunday saw us up early and we had a leisurely breakfast
before heading off on track to Spion Kopp the highest
point on the island. The wind was gusting and hanging on
to hats was a necessity. Several times we had to chase
Garry’s recalcitrant hat as it sailed off without him. It was
way too windy to have morning tea at the lookout so we
headed back down the track for a sheltered and shady
spot.
I had promised lunch would be at Oyster Bay. The old
track has been closed for years but Garry still has it plotted in his ever trusty GPS. Off we went but the battle
with the undergrowth intensified as we went. Halfway down when the lantana became impenetrable we raised
the white flag of surrender and dragged ourselves back up to the track. Here Michelle and Frances opted to
return to the campsite – some serious swimming was calling Michelle and the rest of us headed off to scale Mt
Jeffrey.
On top of this summit we felt the full force of the
wind. It was difficult standing on the rocks on the top
without being hurled off the side. More laughter and
great happy snaps were taken. From here we
abandoned the track and scuttled down the steep
side through the long grass until picking up the path
again and heading to Sandy Bay. This campsite had
a large group staying and they looked thoroughly
miserable. Apparently they had come over for a
weekend of water activities but the howling wind had
wrecked those plans. This side of the island was still
looking quite battered from Cyclone Debbie.
We headed back to Paddle Bay on tracks and estimated
we had walked around 15kms for the day so we were
happy with that. Some of us swam, others were happy to
sit and chat until happy hour. We noticed the sky
darkening considerably and the other islands became
blacked out due to rain over them. We had a few showers
while we were cooking dinner but we escaped the worst of
the weather.
Monday morning was fine for packing up and our boat
arrived right on time to take us back to the mainland. Here
we enjoyed breakfast/brunch together in Airlie before making our way home.
Thanks to all who came on the camp. We all had a fantastic time.
Jenny
Cathu State Forest Orchid Creek???
Sunday 13th May
“Woops! I don’t think this is Orchid Creek”, says embarrassed fearless leader (That’s me)
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“It will be no fun if we have to spend all day crawling over boulders. Perhaps we should find the right creek”
“Might improve beyond the bend”, says Garry

Thankfully around the second bend walking became relatively easy and we enjoyed a lovely creek with crystal
clear water tumbling through and over smooth granite in to deep inviting pools, surrounded by the usual lush
vegetation one finds in this kind of environment.
And yes, we did see some orchids.
On the way back some of our party braved the bracing waters for a quick dip in one of the larger pools where
we were entertained by the sight of Ulysses butterflies and a beautiful Blue flycatcher diving in and out of the
water.
An ice-cream at the Calen store capped off a pleasant
day.
Thanks to Jen, Garry, Dab, Jeanette and Marie for their
company
Clive

Suggestions for name of creek
Clive’s folly
Mistake Creek
Round the Bend
Awesome Creek
Mother’s Day creek
Whatever the name of the creek, we had a great day of exploration. I think “Round the Bend” sums the day up
beautifully as we were always eager to see what was around the next bend.
Jenny
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Far Beach to Bakers Creek
Sunday 20th May
I collected Maureen form her place and the rest of the group, Carole, Therese, Wendy, Garry and newcomer
Glenn turned up promptly at the air disaster memorial. We then drove down Illawong drive and parked behind
the resort. From here we found an expedient way to the Shellgrit Creek crossing.
The tide was well out – only about knee deep so we
removed our shoes for and uneventful crossing. The beach
walk was enjoyed at a comfortable pace in glorious
weather.
Upon reaching the mouth of Bakers Creek we ventured
further upstream than we had been before, until our
passage became too difficult. We then turned back to the
mouth for smoko, which as shared with the hungry looking
magpies and butcher birds. There were quite a number of
good bird sightings on the day. Of particular note was the
cacophony back at the public picnic grounds where Ti trees
were in flower. Numerous butcher birds were on the prowl
here too. I counted 8 in the group.
We took our usual return route through a pleasant grassy
treed area until a fence led us back to the beach. Although the
tide was now coming in, the creek crossing was even
shallower. Here we met Edie coming the other way. She had
been to a “Watch the Royal Wedding” party and sleepover.

We continued along to the main beach for lunch, before
following the road way back to the cars – over 11kms all
up.
Along the way Bryan turned up. Some of us hung around
a bit longer with Bryan to check out the newly established
council track through the Shellgrit Creek Reserve. It was
still an early finish.
Coral
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