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Email: mackaybushwalkers@dodo.com.au

Future Events
Maud Creek……………………………………..……………..…...………..1st June
60th Birthday Party………………………………………………….………6th June
General Meeting ………………….…………….….….……..….…..……18th June
The Stalk …………………………………………….…………………..…22nd June
Beta Creek …………………………………………………………………29th June

Memberships
All Club Memberships are due at the end
of June.
Membership forms will be attached to this
newsletter.

Dan’s Party
Friday 6th June
Hope to see you there for a fun night!
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From the Editor
We have two free weekends this month so if you would like to lead a walk on either of those please email me the
details and I will let everyone know.
I’m looking forward to Dan’s party and it will be great to catch up socially. Lyall is also having an O Birthday so we
have another reason to celebrate.
The weather seems to be settling down now so hopefully we will get quite a few months of great walking in.
Enjoy the month everyone!

Our Publicity Officer is Kevin Smith
kevnjans@bigpond.net.au
Please email Kevin any photos you think would
look good in the newspaper.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to 25th June

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance
S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only

Safety Officer Segment
First Aid Renewals
A reminder that some members are or were due to update their first aid CPR training.
A number were due on 28 April 2014.
Evidently last year a decision was made for members to make their own arrangements to carry out their annual CPR
update training at a time and location of their choice. I have contacted QAS and asked what grace period is granted
after expiry date on a certificate. They advised me there is no grace period. That is, once the CPR renewal date has
passed the CPR qualification is no longer valid. This does not affect the other basic first aid qualification. That
qualification is valid for three years despite the CPR not being renewed. If the CPR part of your training has not
been kept up to date, you can do the CPR training and thereby become current once again.
So as per the club decision made last year, a group CPR course will not be arranged. Members, particularly
leaders, need to ensure to renew their first aid training as and when required by making their own arrangements with
a registered training organization.
Kevin Smith
Safety Officer.
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Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
Dan’s 60th Birthday Party
Friday 6th June
Another BIG O PARTY Fifty/Sixties/Seventies
theme
Do you all remember the
excellent night we had
last year when a number
of
our
members
celebrated the fact that
sometime during 2013 they had a birthday
ending in an O?
Well this year it is Dan’s turn to celebrate this
milestone and we are all going to be there with
bells on to help him. Dan would love to make it
a multi celebration so if you are also having a
birthday this year which ends in 0 let Dan know.
How can we miss a party to celebrate!
When: Friday 6th June
Where: Dan’s place: Unit 1/8 Jubilee Street and
partners are welcome.
Time- commencing 6pm-6.30 pm.
Please bring a main or a desert and your own
drinks. This party will have a 50’s, 60,s, 70,s
theme so the possibilities are endless.
Contact
Daneither
emaildan.mckinlay@mackay.qld.gov.au or phone
0409057494 or home 49534249 re your
attendance and confirming what food you are
bringing. If you have not attended one of these
parties before they are very, very enjoyable-and
new members are very welcome.

Maud Creek Falls
Sunday 1 June 2014
Leader Steven Morgan (4954 0037, 0418 882
817)
Depart: 6:00am
Journey: 200km $20.00
Map Ref: Mirani 607767 (all grid refs for this
walk are AGD 66)
Grade: M88
Estimated walking time: 8 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 480m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain
forest/open forest Expect: much steep slopes,
some rockhopping, very steep scrambles, waita-while, leeches, swimming holes, difficult creek
crossings.
We will set off from the end of Chelmans Road
and down a ridge into Maud Creek. We follow
this creek downstream to the top of the rather
substantial Maud Creek Falls. After recent rain
there should still be a good flow of water over
this dramatic feature.
The descent to the
bottom of these falls involves the use of a hand
line, but everyone normally makes it okay.
Maud Creek is an area where the Eungella
rainforest transitions to more open forest. This
is quite a substantial walk so we need to keep a
reasonable pace. Even more so if Chelmans
Road is not open to vehicles and we have to
walk it. In the off chance that Chelmans Road
is open, 4WD vehicles will be the go. Please
note the early start time. You must book to
attend this walk. Bookings close Wednesday
28 May.
You must book by email to
steven.morgan61@gmail.com and include your
phone number in the email.

Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 18th June
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome. Induction by Dan
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The Stalk
Sunday 22nd June

Beta Creek Exploration
Saturday/Sunday 28-29 June 2014

Leader: Garry Hendicott 49440236 or email
mackaybushwalkers@dodo.com.au
Depart: 6am
Journey:
200km. $20
Map Ref:
Mirani (ed2) 583 476 to
Hillalong 544 426
Grade: L66
Estimated walking time: 6-7 hours Total
Ascent: 420m Pace: Steady Terrain: creek
beds, open scrub, some slopes, long grass
Vegetation: Mostly open scrub, possibility of
Lantana and Spear grass.

Leader: Steven Morgan (4954 0037, 0418 882
817)
Depart: 2:00am
Journey: 200km $20.00
Camping Fee: $5.65 per person
Map Ref: Mirani 598749 (all grid refs for this
walk are AGD 66)
Grade: M98
Estimated walking time: 8 hours Total of all
uphill sections: 280m Pace: average Terrain:
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain
forest/open forest Expect: steep slopes, mostly
rockhopping, very steep scrambles, lantana,
swimming holes, difficult creek crossings.
Although scheduled as a camp, this is only a
day walk. On Saturday afternoon we will drive
to the road end in the Beta Creek area and
camp for the night. Plenty of time has been
allowed for the drive in case we need to move
any fallen trees from the track, which is
definitely 4WD only. We will have a pleasant
camp site beside a small tributary of Beta Creek
which I expect will still have water in it and a
small pool just deep enough for a dip if you are
brave enough mid winter. The walk itself on
Sunday will take us across the main branch of
Beta Creek to the next valley to the east, where
we will follow this tributary down to the main
branch, and then return up the main branch.
For the most part, this walk is exploratory. You
must book to attend this walk. Bookings close
Wednesday 25 June. You must book by email
to steven.morgan61@gmail.com and include
your phone number in the email.

This is a relatively long walk by some standards,
about 16.6 km in total with lots of undulations, so
walkers need to be prepared for a pretty big day
out. There are no shortcuts home. Sufficient
water will need to be carried to survive the whole
day in the hot sun, suggest at least 3-4 litres,
there will be nowhere to fill up.
We will drive down Cockies Creek Road (4WD) to
a point about 2km’s before the Great White Tank.
From there we will take a short walk up
Hazlewood Creek to its junction with Burroughs
Creek (1.6km). We will then cross the creek and
spend some time bashing up a ridge to find
(hopefully) an undulating 4WD track that will take
us the lion’s share of the way, there could be
some lantana to deal with here. We will walk the
4WD track for another 6km then leave it to bush
bash some more to find and ascend “Little
Beauty” (steep but short) for a fleeting glimpse of
the Stalk (That’s Stalk not Stork). The final leg is
about 1.5km along a series of ridges to the
elusive Stalk. If there is time we may be able to
circumnavigate the base looking to see if it is
possible to climb up safely for a view. We will
return the same way with the option to skirt
around “Little Beauty” if we are worn out by then.
Please note the early 6am start.
Numbers may have to be limited depending
upon the availability of suitable vehicles.
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Previous Activities
Black’s Beach, Dolphin Heads and Eimeo
4th May
The day chosen for this walk may not have had ideal tide times and levels for our purposes, but the
weather was made to order. Clear blue skies, sparkling calm seas, crisply outlined off-shore islands,
and balmy autumn temperatures with a light breeze as a bonus – perfect walking conditions. As we
gathered in the picnic ground at Black’s Beach, we were surprised to notice a wallaby hopping along the
base of the cliffs, and were even more surprised to make a further sighting at the end of the day as we
were walking along the road ready to drop back down into the car parking area. Was it the same one, or
is there a small colony inhabiting the remnant bushland in the vicinity?
As low tide fell about an hour after our starting time, a
decision was taken to complete the more northerly section
first, so we headed off towards the rocks and explored the
first of the coves before being defeated by the second rocky
headland as the level of the water was about half a metre
above the safety threshold. The group made for the mouth of
McCready Creek instead, where a short break was enjoyed
for morning tea before heading into the bushland of Black’s
Beach spit for about half of the return journey. As we were
back at the cars by 11am, having covered about 9 kms, it was agreed that lunch would be taken later
on, so the steps above the car park were negotiated but the view was limited by the luxurious growth of
vegetation at the lookout.
The rest of the day became a walking tour of all the coves in
the Dolphin Heads area that were accessible from the road,
and some members of the group had not been to these
places before. Then it was back on to the sand to round the
corner between the Heads and Eimeo Beach, after rock
hopping, wading or jumping to cross the tidal gully. A
relaxed lunch hour saw us enjoying the shade at the
southern end of the Eimeo Beach parkland, but no-one was
drawn into the water. A quick exploration of the rocks below
the Eimeo Hotel convinced us that a road walk was preferable to wading through thigh high water, so
we took the easier option for the rest of our journey to the southern bank of Eimeo Creek, and the
brilliance of the day really enhanced the view of the full length of Bucasia Beach and Little Green Island.
The return journey back along Eimeo Beach, over the now much wider and deeper gully, and along the
road to the cars by the shortest route only took about forty minutes, and included superb views out over
The Leap, Mt Jukes, Mt Blackwood, Cape Hillsborough and the northern suburbs of Mackay. Thanks to
Dale, Aggie, Therese, Maureen, Paul and Karim for sharing the day with me.
Carole
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Crediton Scrub to Burroughs Creek
Sunday 11th May
Hi all, we were, Dan, Carole, Maureen, Julie, Coral, Bryan, Therese
and Lyn who was on her first walk after re-joining the club after a
number of years. Some rain the previous day or so meant some
wet undergrowth and therefore a number of leeches were ready to
pounce. This was not a problem for this robust bunch who took the
leeches in their stride. In the past this walk went through the
Crediton Scrub(part of the great walk) and stopped at the white
tank when we hit Cookies Creek Road, but on Coral’s suggestion
we walked on a few more kilometres and had lunch at Boroughs
Creek which was a great spot. Lunch was very quickly worn off
with a long walk up to the top again before descending back down to the Crediton Scrub. When we got
to the white tank in the morning Garry and Jenny meet us as they had driven up with their bikes in the
car to do some cycle training around the top. They also joined us for lunch at Boroughs Creek so it was
excellent to have their company.
Overall a great walk, good company and a stern workout as we clocked about 20 km over the day. We
rewarding ourselves with a coffee stop at the Chalet which was appreciated by all.
Dan

Hazelwood Falls
Sunday 18 May 2104
Originally this walk was to be Coral’s Finch Hatton
Gorge area exploratory. The weather in Mackay and
east of the ranges was damp, drizzly and foggy, so a
spontaneous decision was made by the leader Coral
to change the walk location to the Falls at Hazelwood
Gorge, which is on the western side of the ranges.
This was a great decision as the group had a most
enjoyable day with beautiful weather and scenery.
One section of the walk was a botanist’s paradise with
some unusual flowers including orchids. Maureen got
to see beaut views of her beloved Mt St John. The
falls were magnificent with crystal clear water
cascading over the jagged rocky gorge into a clear
pool. We would have liked more time to spend exploring the falls area, but time did not permit this.
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There were a few grass seeds along the open forest
section and a couple of walkers manufactured some
makeshift gaiters out of plastic bags. They worked a
lot better than they looked!
On the long steep climb up out of the gorge there were
comments like “My legs are asking why am I torturing
them?” Others were saying “I can feel this doing me
some good.” All agreed it was a great way to spend a
day getting good clean exercise with the benefits of
fantastic scenery and great company.
Kevin

The Beak
25th May
A perfect day, sensational views and great company! We traversed 7 beaches, 6 of them being
deserted to make a spectacular day which was topped off with icecreams in Airlie on the way home.
I will let the pictures speak for themselves.
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Mt Britton Camp
25th – 27th April
These stunning photos were taken by Barry.

Coral’s Popcorn –

photos by Garry
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