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Future Events
Cape Hillsborough Tracks ……………………….……..……………..….………………3rd July
Gooseponds Social Walk………….……..………………………….……..…………….10th July
Eungella Tracks………………….…….……….…………………………….…..……......17th July
General Meeting ………………………………………………….………………..….……20th July
Back of Finch Hatton …………………………………………………..….…...………….24th July
Clarks Pinnacle ………………………………………………….…………………………31st July

Membership Renewal time
Yes it’s that time of the year again when all club memberships
need to be renewed. Forms will be attached to this newsletter.

Happy Tree Huggers at Blacks Creek
Club Officers
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Safety Officer
Equipment Officer

Carole Weekes 49546108
Garry Hendicott 49440236
Coral Morgan
49578474
Michelle Dartnell 0428552603
Vacant
Garry Hendicott
49440236
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Contact Officer
Coral Morgan
49578474
Walks Coordinator Coral Morgan
49578474
Assist Walks Coordinator Frances Eiteneur 49576028
Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding
49440236
Publicity Officer
Vacant

From the Editor
It’s great walking weather so hope to see lots of people out there making the most of it.
Garry and I are off to Carnarvon Gorge, Mt Moffatt and Consuelo Tablelands for a multi-day walk with a detour to
Blackdown Tablelands along the way. The cold will be bracing but I am sure it will be spectacular.
Thanks to Coral for organising another table tennis social.
Attached to the newsletter is a Government letter regarding a new safety App which is available now for smart
phones.
Have a great month everyone.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to July 25th

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance

Terrain

S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
Cape Hillsborough Bush and Beach
Sunday 3rd July

and beach Vegetation : rain forest, open
forest, mangroves
Expect : scenic views,
fairly easy walking, insects.

Leader: Carole Weekes 49546108
Depart : 7am
Journey : 100 kms.
$10
Grade. : M55

The plan is to cover all the tracks accessible
easily from the resort - the boardwalk, Hidden
Valley, the track up to the top at the southern
end, and the swimming pool track, finishing
near the Rangers hut. We may have to walk
through the park rather than along the beach as

Estimated walking time: 5 hrs Total of all
uphill sections: 300m Terrain: graded tracks
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high tide is at about 10 am, but it should be an
enjoyable day with good exercise on graded
tracks and a few uphill pulls. Bring sunblock,
repellent, and plenty of water as well as lunch.

Estimated walking time: 5 hrs. Total of all
uphill sections: 20 m. Pace: steady.
Terrain: track walking Vegetation: rainforest.
Expect: platypus sightings, leeches, variety of
flora and fauna, a good amount of exercise,
and possibly a walk to the kiosk at lunch time.

Gooseponds & Beyond Social Walk & BBQ
Sunday 10th July
Leader: Daphne Goodson 4954 9338

The plan is to cover the second section of the
Great Walk that starts near the Chalet and
finishes west of the mountains. Earlier in the
year we completed the first section, so this time
we will leave the cars at the Crediton end and
walk back to the Broken River bridge area, and
after lunch in the picnic grounds we will retrace
our steps. It is all track walking, and much of it
is along the river, and the length is slightly
shorter than the first section, but we will be
completing about 14 kms in total. It is a suitable
outing for those of us who enjoy easy walks but
don't mind a bit of distance.

0417 706240

Depart: 8.00pm (Please note the later start)
Journey: n/a
Meeting place: Behind North Mackay Bowls
Club, at the Goosewalk / Walters Parade area
Grade: L12
Estimated walking time: 3 ½ - 4 hrs Uphill
sections: 0 Pace: average Terrain: all on
pathways
Vegetation: open Expect: easy walking, sun.
Bring: BBQ food for lunch!
This is not so much a bush walk as a social
walk all on formed pathways, but if you like you
can walk on the grass! The idea is to cover all
the parts of the Gooseponds and Jane’s Creek
which now have linked pathways, including
under the highway. All up it is about 12 km, so
a decent Sunday morning walk, but those who
want a shorter walk can omit half of the
distance.
There is also the opportunity for a stroll, or a
fast pace for the more energetic.
There should be plenty of birdlife, and
vegetation along some of the creek banks, but
a lot is open so be sure to be sunsafe and bring
water for the trip.
We should be finished by 12.30 so if you would
like to stay for a BBQ lunch there are facilities
and also the opportunity for an icecream from
the servo!
If non-walking family members would like to join
us for lunch, that would be good.

Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 20th July
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome. Induction Frances and Penny
Back of Finch Hatton
Sunday 24th July
Leader: Carole Weekes 49546108
Depart : 7am
Journey: 130kms.
$13
Map Ref: Mirani 703607
Grade: S55
Estimated walking time: 4 hrs Total of all
uphill sections: 250m Pace: slow to
average Terrain: very uneven Vegetation:
open forest Expect: some steep slopes and
long grass.

Eungella Tracks from Crediton to Broken
River Picnic Ground return
Sunday 17th July

The walk will start at the Finch Hatton water
tank and will take us to the top of the ridge.
There will be several stops in suitable places to
admire the views down the Pioneer Valley and
east to the sea. The pace will be as easy as it
needs to be. The lunch spot on top is at a rocky
formation affording more spectacular scenery.
All morning we will be working our way uphill,
but after lunch it is unbroken descent. Please
bring water and food for the whole day

Leader: Carole Weekes 49546108
Depart : 7am
Journey.: 200 kms. $20
Grade : M57
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Depart.: 7am Sunday for day walk ( or make
arrangements for camping by Thursday with
Coral )
Journey: 240 kms $24
Map Ref.: Mirani 617 287
Grade: M33

Clarke’s Pinnacle
Sunday 31st July
Leader: Jenny Wooding 49440236
0447091532
Depart: 6am
Journey: 240km $24.00
Map Ref: Mirani 652335
Grade: M87
Estimated Walking Time: 6hrs Total of all
uphill sections: 450m Pace: Average
Terrain: Very uneven terrain Vegetation:
Open Forest, thick scrub Expect: much steep
slopes, steep scrambles, loose rocks, lantana,
vines, spear grass
Clarke’s Pinnacle is the “dog’s tooth” formation
in the Diamond Cliffs area and can be seen
from many places in the Pioneer Valley. The
average walker could find the day tough but
rewarding, with excellent views. Water will need
to be carried for the day.

Estimated walking time: 5 hrs Total of all
uphill sections: 40 m Pace: steady
Terrain : sandy and gravelly creek bed
Vegetation : grassy open forest Expect :
spear grass
Camping at either Mt Britton township or Lyall's
place is optional, and could be 1, 2 or 3 nights.
It is essential to book for the camp and/ or day
walk by Thursday 28th. Day trippers will meet
campers at Mt Adder turnoff on Sunday
morning at 8.30.
The walk commences at the road crossing near
the Marling Spikes and continues downstream
to join Oaky Creek before crossing the road.
There will be an opportunity to extend this and
explore further downstream before returning to
the cars via a road. This should be a pleasant
relaxed meander across relatively flat terrain.

Homevale Creek Walk/ Camp
Sunday 31st July
Leader : Coral Morgan 49578474
Town co-ordinator: Carole Weekes
49546108

Previous Activities
Freshwater Point
Sunday 29th May
Big roll up for today’s outing to Freshwater
Point, via Sarina. I believe seventeen in all
came together at the Alfred Street parking lot
and Miran Khan Drive near our destination.
A later start of 8:00am allowed us even time
to reach our destination in good spirits and
to
witness
a
beautiful
day.
Ahhhh…Queensland. Beautiful one day,
perfect the next…!
Motors were parked and after a briefing for
safety and personal introductions, we made our way along the southern side of the headland amongst
streets of large and well-kept gardens to the local boat ramp. Spectacular views could be witnessed of
the Armstrong Beach area and further afield to Mount Funnel. It was here that we spotted a large Sea
Eagle perched on high, one of many that we have seen on our coastal ventures. Graceful creatures.
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Our route took us out towards the Point by way of a 4WD track interspersed by light covering of
Lantana, Spear grass and Umbrella grass. We climbed a short steep rise to have our smoko sitting on
the grass and soaking up the warming sun, well some of us that couldn’t fit under the shady trees…
More grand views towards Cape Palmerston and of the islands to the East. An easy walk relatively
speaking, as the beach and headlands provided the usual sandy and rocky encounters.
Our photogenic and photographic walkers posed
and snapped many group pictures during the
course of the morning in the bright sunshine.
Some of us charted the route taken today on our
GPS devices and estimated the total distance
trekked to be about 8 Km. We encountered some
other family groups enjoying the seaside, either
participating in family sporting activities or just
trying to catch a fish.
I guess it must be said that any beach “walk” is not complete without some of our group wanting to help
rid our environment of unnecessary rubbish which seems to adorn our great recreational areas. We
collected heaps of litter and bagged it up and carried to our cars for removal. No such luck in finding
any worthwhile trash this venture but it amazes me how people can be so disrespectful in dumping
leftovers from their camps. Well we collected and carried enough to fill the back of a Ute, so I guess
when Clean up Australia Day comes around next, we have a target awaiting here. By the way folks, all
our collection easily fitted in my two wheelie bins as most of it were recyclable plastics.
Our lunch spot was spent gazing out into the blue wonder from under the trees at beach edge, but no
whales sighted today. Interestingly, I didn’t get to see any freshwater lake (or ponds) which were
described on my GPS, nor did we see any
evidence of Phoenician ship anchorages!
Upon reaching our cars and cleaning up, our
group of 17, Penny, Rosie, Dale, Carole, Deb,
Frances, Coral, Elaine, Agie, Michelle, Bryan,
Maureen, Daphne, Jeanette, Therese, Celestine
and Telina, had a short debrief and headed for
home. Coral and Deb headed to Celestine’s
ranch to prepare for the next walk out there that
Telina is willingly going to lead. We all look forward to that occasion. In all, a great day had by
everyone, chatting and sharing stories, and doing their bit to keep Australia beautiful…..
Cheers Bryan
Blacks Creek
Sunday 5th June
Eleven walkers set off at 8:30 from the green creek flat where the cars were parked. It was as a great
day. Warm sun, cool shade and a flat open track made for very enjoyable walking. We followed the
normal route up stream along the sandy creek bank, under the fence then through the forested left
bank making good time due to the lack of undergrowth. We stopped to see the cross river flying fox and
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spent time trying to hug a huge fig. Morning smoko was enjoyed after wading across a shallow section
right at the right angle bend in the creek.
Normally this walk has been done by following the Black Creek up stream on the right side through an
area of rainforest. This time we kept to the left bank after smoko finding open country and easy
pleasant walking. We saw fish in the creek, cow bones and a dead turtle among other things. A few of
us tried some native fig fruit. They were edible but fairly tasteless. Kate lead the way across a bridge of
washed branches to the central sand bar for a leisurely lunch.
Shortly after starting back down stream Maureen slid from the track. She seemed to be less upset by
the experience than those who were watching on. We retraced our steps, diverting to walk through the
old camp ground to the causeway arriving back at the cars at 3:30. Thanks to Francis for leading a very
enjoyable walk.
Linda

Spike 723
Sunday 12th June
The cool stillness of the early morning had formed an inversion layer with a thin band of horizontal
cloud running all the way from The Bluff to Sydney Heads just below the top of the Diamond Cliffs.
I was so taken by the view that I said to Roger “Look at that! Where else would you rather be?” To
which I may have misheard the mumbled reply “In bed with a something or other”. Well that’s what I
thought he said, hard to tell for sure because he spoke in native Canadian.
Buoyed by the promise of some very steep climbs the eleven of us set out for Marling Spike number
723 via Sabbath Calm Battery. Ultimately the plan was to circumnavigate 723 and scramble up some of
the other Spikes along the way just for good measure.
Not yet ten minutes into the walk, Michelle was already asking
about smoko. “Yes, there will be one but later”, was the official
reply from the leader (me). I wanted to get the steepest parts
out of the way first. From then on, showing true fortitude and
not to be easily deterred, we were constantly reminded we
hadn’t had smoko by Michelle’s rumbling stomach.
Indeed on the ridge up
from Sabbath Calm
there were some very steep sections. Being a courteous and
respectful leader I slowed down to allow the slower ones time
to catch up and rest. Unfortunately I was prodded along by
Aggie and Roger, “Don’t let them rest or they will just stay here
and never get moving again”. How can you argue with logic like
that? Finally, much to Michelle’s relief, the worst was over and
we stopped for Smoko just short of the base of 723. Anyway it
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couldn’t have been too bad because everyone was still laughing and apparently having a good time.
A fire had been through not too long ago and as a result the eastern side of 723 was lovely walking with
some very green and very new groves of trees. We made our way through this to “The Saddle” keeping
an eye out for any elusive Koalas. They must have all been roasted in the fire, poor things as none
were seen, and that is the only logical explanation.
Advantage was taken of several rocky outcrops to soak up the
views of Sydney Heads and surrounds.
An optional scramble up to the “Photo Rock” on the largest
Spike could not be passed up. Some stayed below but on
hearing the laughing and antics going on above the temptation
proved too great and
eventually we were
all up making happy
snaps on the rock.
Back down to the saddle and across to the “Small Spike” for
lunch at the base. This time it was my stomach that was
grumbling. Half way across Kate realises she has left her hat
back up at the “Photo Rock”. To our knowledge it is still up
there, it was a very colourful and pretty hat too, but not pretty enough for Kate to go all the way back
for, so it seems.
By the end of lunch I had talked most into climbing to the top of the “Small Spike”, even though I had
assured them “You won’t see anything because of the trees”. This alone was enough to talk Roger out
of it. I know this is really hard to believe but I was wrong, there is always a first time, I promise it won’t
happen again. The trees were gone, we presume in the fire and the view to Sydney Heads was
spectacular. On return, not wishing to rub it in, I said to Roger, “You should have been there, it was
great”.
It was time now to complete the circumnavigation of
723. Around the rocky Western side elevated plateau
looking for the correct ridge down. Once found it was
a careful steady downhill course taking care to stay
on the right ridge. A couple more kilometres of follow
the nose bee line through the bush brought us out on
a 4WD track, a stone’s throw from the cars.
Of course by then we were all suffering from
“Junction Chip” fantasy. Needless to say that is
where we ended up with platefuls of the lovely things
to devour.
Now being the illustrious leader on this expedition, I may be biased, but it seemed to me judging by the
smiles and good spirits on the day that everyone had a good time. I like that because it makes all the
effort worthwhile. Thank you for all those who came along and helped make it such a great day.
Garry
Courtney Gap
Sunday 26th July
We can always depend on the flu season to disrupt plans and the planned walk to explore further up
the ridge from Courtney Gap lookout was no exception. Some of our more adventurous who are keen
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to do the walk were not so healthy so it was decided to explore another area where the club had never
been. Our leader Telina however knows the area well having grown up on the property but we don't
know what to call it so we we will know it as Celestines hill on Middle creek.
As you can imagine up was in the cards. Up through long
grass, up through native bushland and up over rocks. Up
also means lots of rests. A good excuse to look at the views
up Middle creek valley then the different vegetation as we
entered the scrub. Coral was fascinated by what we came to
call anorexic trees. Thick stands of tall but quite skinny trees.
Small enough to fit the hands around. For the 19 years I
have owned the property they have always been just the
same poles waiting to grow but forgetting to do so.
Something else which fascinated us were growths like
Truffles but not. Discussion ensued as to Fungal, root formation nitrogen nodules or some random
something species. We need a botanist.... Spiders. Hundreds. Not for the arachnophobiac . But really
they were just babies. We saw multiple nests of tiny crawling pin heads. Questions were raised at to
what triggered the mass hatchings. A frenzied breeding in the last rains maybe. Worth a photo for
some.
Finally the UP stopped and we were met with a view
which prompted further discussion. What is that hill?
Where is that tower? Is that island ????? The only clear
agreement was the harbour where tiny rectangles sprung
from the land mass and “Oh. That must be Slade Rock.”
Finding shade on top for lunch was a challenge with the
small weather beaten trees struggling to grow amongst
the hot black rocks but life is determined with the tenacity
of small golden orchards sprouts clinging to sticks and
branches everywhere. What is believed to be an orchard
like succulent was abundant, No leaves. Just long narrow fleshy fingers creeping over prickly dry
bushes. No flowers this time but I have seen only once masses of tiny white flowers. This was Corals
second trip up and all the way up she talked about an orchard she had never seen anywhere else and
when we got there they were not to be found. An elusive survivor in a harsh environment.
Talking about elusive. There was in depth discussion about the possibility of tree kangaroos or are they
shy fauna known to the area as unadorned rock wallabies.
All evidence we found was a lonely poop on top of a low
water catchment roof I had taken up piece by piece years
ago. Locals in the area have claimed to have sighted tree
Kangaroos up in the trees and I myself have seen them but
what are they? When you look up and see them on a
branch 8 feet above your head you never have a camera
and they are gone in a blink.
The trip down was a lot faster but not without event as
Telina steered people around a spot where a snake hit her
boot. A reminder of why we wear boots and often long
pants in the bush. The leader and group parted
company back at the cars as the main group went
exploring the area via vehicle going up to Middle creek
Dam and stopping to grab some bush lemons off road
side trees. It may have been a short walk but it made a
nice social day out exploring new turf which always
makes a trip and adventure. Thank you for the Fellow 6
other explorers for making another enjoyable memory.
Celestine. Lambert.
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MACKAY BUSHWALKERS’ CLUB INC
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
2016 - 2017
Membership Period: Current membership expires on 30 June
2016 and the renewal period is for 12 months to 30 June 2017.
Membership application forms should be posted together with payment to:
The Secretary, Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc,
PO Box 1313, Mackay Qld 4740.
Or via
BSB 064 707 Account 10047598 using your name as Reference
You must still complete and return a membership form to the secretary
with this option.

YOU MUST BE A FINANCIAL CLUB MEMBER TO
PARTICIPATE IN ANY CLUB ACTIVITY.
Non-members are required to attend a half hour induction meeting before
applying to become a member of the Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club. Inductions are
held prior to our General Monthly Meetings on the 3rd Wednesday of each
month at The Downstairs Room of the Mackay Family Care and Community
Support Association Centre at 60 Wellington St Mackay commencing at 6.45pm.
To nominate for an induction meeting please ring Coral Morgan on 49578474.
Non-members can choose to take out either an Ordinary Membership or Day
Membership by completing the membership form in full and handing it, together
with appropriate fees to the induction facilitator.
Your application for membership must be accepted by vote at the Club’s
General Monthly Meeting and you will not be able to participate in activities
as an Ordinary Member until after that time.

FEES
$35.00 adult
Ordinary membership
Day membership all persons

$15.00 under 18 yrs
$5.00

PRORATA FEE STRUCTURE
1 July 2015 – 30 June 2016

$35.00

February 2015 induction – 30 June 2016

$30.00

March 2015 Induction – 30 June 2016

$25.00

April 2015 Induction – 30 June 2016

$20.00

May 2015 Induction – 30 June 2016

$15.00

Day Membership: Day Membership is a limited membership of the Club for one
day only and the cost is $5 per person. Day Members are not able to subscribe
to the Club newsletter and are not entitled to vote at Club meetings. Day
Membership can be taken out on one occasion only. After this you must become
an ordinary member to be able to participate in club activities.
Ordinary Membership: Ordinary Membership is a full membership of the Club
and the cost is $35 per person or $15 per person under 18 years of age.
Ordinary Members are entitled to participate in a wide range of Club Activities
throughout the Membership Period.
To participate in any camping activity, you must be an Ordinary Member of
the Club. You are expected to attend at least one day walk before attending
any backpack camp.
Renewal of Ordinary Membership: After the expiration of your current period of
membership, you will not be able to participate in any activities until you
have renewed your membership. Ordinary Members who wish to renew their
membership must complete the Application Form and pay the appropriate fees.
Your membership will then be automatically renewed provided you have done so
within one month of the expiration of the current period of membership.
After that time, your application will be treated as a new application and will have
to be accepted by vote at the next Club meeting and you will not be able to
participate in activities until after that time.

Mackay Bushwalkers Club Inc
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RISKS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS
This acknowledgement of risks applies to all club activities I may undertake as a
member of Mackay Bushwalkers Club Inc (The Club). In voluntarily participating in
activities of the Club which are described to me by the activity leaders I am aware that
my participation in the activities may expose me to hazards and risks that could lead to
injury, illness or death or to loss of or damage to my property. I also acknowledge that I
may encounter weather conditions that could lead to hypothermia and being in
locations where evacuation for medical treatment may take hours or days.
In particular when participating in abseiling or above the snowline activities I am aware
that these activities could expose me to additional hazards and risks described to me
by the activity leader.
To minimise risks I will endeavour to ensure that
1. Each activity is within my capabilities,
2. I am carrying food, water and equipment appropriate for the activity.
3. I will advise the activity leader if I am taking any medication or have any
physical or other limitation that might affect my participation in the activity.
4. I will make every effort to remain with the rest of the party during the activity
5. I will advise the leader of any concerns I am having, and
6. I will comply with all reasonable instructions of club officers and the activity
leader.

Full name of applicant for membership (please print):
...............................................................................................................
Date of birth:
...............................................................................................................
Full name of parent or guardian if applicant is under 18 years of age:
...............................................................................................................
Residential address:
...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................
Postal address if different:
...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................
Telephone: .......................................... Mobile: ……………………………
E-mail address: (for newsletter delivery and club event notifications)
...............................................................................................................
EMERGENCY CONTACT/S (name and phone number/s):

I have read and understand the above requirements. I have considered the risks
before choosing to sign this acknowledgement of risk. I still wish to join the activities of
the Club. I acknowledge that I will take responsibility for my own actions and that
signing this form and the payment of my subscription will be deemed as full
acceptance and understanding of the above conditions.

...............................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................
MEDICAL CONDITIONS
List any medical conditions: (eg, asthma, allergies, epilepsy, heart condition)

...............................................................................................................
Signature

Date

(If applicant is under 18 years of age, parent or guardian must sign and also complete a
separate Child Risk Waiver Form)

QUALIFICATIONS
List first aid and/or other qualifications which are relevant to activities of the Club:
Qualification ....................................................................Expiry Date
Qualification ....................................................................Expiry Date

MEDIA AUTHORISATION
I permit  do not permit  Mackay Bushwalkers Club Inc. to use
photographs/visual/video/audio recordings and any other reproductions or
adaptations either complete or in part alone or in conjunction with any wording
and/or drawings for all uses relating to training or publicity and/or editorial
purposes. I understand that I do not have any interest in the copyright to the
photographs/visual/video/audio recordings.

Application for

 Day membership  Ordinary membership (2016-2017)

Membership includes an electronic copy of “The Message Stick” Newsletter by
email.

Amount paid $ ............................... Receipt #

