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Club Officers    
          President  Bruce Pownall 0417 759 032   Walks Coordinator  Coral Morgan 4957 8474 
          Vice President Carole Weekes 0455872207  Digital Officer    
          Secretary  Daphne Goodson 0417 706 240  Membership Secretary Mari Simmonds 0429190168 
          Treasurer  Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168  
          Equipment Officer Bruce Pownall 0417 759 032 
          Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding 0447 091 532 

The Message Stick 
February 2022 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 

 

 

Future Events 
 
Billy Creek…………………………………………………………………………….6th February 
Blacks Beach Social…………………………………………………………...…….13th February 
Eungella Tracks………………………………………………………………………20th February 
Beginners Backpack camp…………………………………………………26th & 27th February 

18 walkers enjoyed the Eungella Tracks walk on Sunday which is traditionally the first club 
walk of the calendar year. 
Thanks Daphne and Clive for keeping this going. Weather conditions were ideal for the 
walk. 
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Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day 
before the walk unless otherwise stated. 
 
  

From the Editor 
 
Firstly a huge thank you from us all to Daphne, Bruce and Deb for the effort you put into organising and managing the 
Christmas camp. Unfortunately the weather wasn’t too kind with a torrential downpour which sent some heading 
home early and others ended up not attending because of it. I can say though on behalf of all who attended it was a 
lot of fun and the venue was perfect and the catering spot on. 
 
Please be aware that the weather can be unpredictable at this time of year and walks may need to be cancelled at 
short notice if the leader deems it unsafe to go ahead. Any cancellations will be advertised on the Club’s “Message 
Stick” Facebook Group. 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Difficulty 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km 8-10 = Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling, 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                                thick scrub, major rock scrambling using hands, technical 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 
by 24th February 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before 
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards 
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Billy Creek Western Trail Dalrymple. 
Sunday 6th February. 

 
 Leader: Deb Wilson 0400319078 
 Co Leader: Mari Simmons.  
Journey: 200km $20  
Grade: M 77 
Estimated walking time 6 hours allowing for a 
slower pace.  Terrain rainforest mostly on clear 
track Expect rough tracked sections, creek 
crossings.    
  
Billy Creek is the third creek on the western trail 
leading to Mt Dalrymple. Walking will be at a 
slower pace, and we should reach our 
destination by midday, enjoying lunch, rest and 
a swim.   We will then return to the cars by 
retracing our track. Things to expect are 
leeches so bring insect repellent and maybe a 
shower curtain to sit on, gives some protection 
from leeches (optional), fallen logs, some 
scrambling, creek crossings with minor 
rockhopping, some trip hazards. Sights to see: 
beautiful buttress trees, an array of different 
fungi, birds if you are quiet. It is a good 
opportunity to come on this walk to get an idea 
of what the track is like to complete the full 
journey to Mt Dalrymple, which we will be doing 
at a later date during the year. You are 
welcome to text or phone to nominate for this 
walk.  
Deb  

 
 

Black’s Beach Social Afternoon 
Sunday 13th February 

 
Leaders: Clive & Daphne Goodson 
0417706240, 4954 9338, 
Depart: 3.00pm from Black’s Beach picnic 
area, Bourke St. 
Grade: M32 
Estimated walking time: 2 hours  
Total of all uphill sections: 5m Pace: medium 
Terrain: beach sand and sandy track Expect: 
sun, mosquitoes, views of Islands & Slade 
Point, migratory shore birds, attractive coastal 
scrub.  
 

This is a social activity, being a BYO BBQ at 
the Blacks Beach picnic area, (Northern end of 
Bourke Street) with a short walk beforehand to 
stimulate the appetite. We will walk south from 
the picnic area along the beach, through 
remnant beach scrub to the mouth of McReady 
Creek, returning along the beach.(8km) There 
is a lookout at the picnic area that is well worth 
the climb (stairs). 
Partners and friends are welcome to attend. 
Non walkers have the option of arriving for the 
BBQ around 5pm, or having a relaxing 
afternoon at the picnic area. 
Please bring sunscreen, insect repellent, hat & 
suitable footwear, BBQ food and chairs. 
 

 
Induction 6.30pm & General Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 16th February 
 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
WellingtonStreet, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. Induction by Mari and Bruce 
 
 

Eungella Tracks – Part 2 
Sunday 20th February 

 
Leaders: Clive and Daphne Goodson 
0417 706 240 / 0749 549 338 
Depart Mackay: 7am 
Journey: 184km $20.00 
Map Ref: Mirani 
Grade: L15 
Estimated walking time: 6 - 7 hours Total of 
all uphill sections: 100m Pace: 
averageTerrain: walking tracks Vegetation: 
rainforest, Expect: leeches and swimming 
holes. 
The walk is suitable for beginners, with 
moderate to high level of fitness required for a 
long track with some slopes. This is a return 
walk, of 16 K, but there is an option of doing the 
track one way, and going to the Broken River 
Kiosk. 
We will be commencing at the track entrance 
on the Crediton Loop Road, and following the 
river to the Granite Bend junction, or on to the 
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Broken River crossing, before returning. There 
are several opportunities for swimming. 
You will need to bring plenty of water, lunch, 
swimmers and insect repellent. 
 

Beginners Backpack 
26th & 27th February 

 
Leader: Jenny Wooding 0447 091 532 
Departure: 7am 
Journey: 200km $20 
Grade: M33 
This backpack camp is for those new to 
backpacking and keen to give it a go or those 
who just want to have fun. 

We will begin at Broken River and walk to the 
Diggins via a fire break and be there by 
lunchtime. Camp will be set up before we have 
an afternoon walk to the waterfall where we can 
swim. Sunday morning will be relaxed and we 
will return to the cars via the same route but 
there will be ample time for morning exploring 
of the old mines and of course another swim at 
the waterfall. 
This walk is for all skill levels but it will be 
helpful for those new to backpacking or those 
wanting to brush up on some rusty skills. Food 
will need to be carried for the entire weekend. 
Please advise by Wednesday 23rd if attending 
as the camp site will need to be booked but the 
club will pay camp fees. 
 

 
Previous Activities 

 
 

Owen’s Creek - Less ambitious group 
 Sunday 28th November 

 
 

A carload of three slower walkers left town feeling 
optimistic about the weather, and Therese met us at 
Mirani where we changed drivers. As both groups 
entered the creek, the faster brigade of five soon 
disappeared into the forest ahead of us. Meanwhile 
Frances, Edie, Therese and I set off up the creek at a 
steady pace, 
admiring the 
beauty of the 
palms and 
other botanical 
species as we 

rock-hopped and  
tried for dry boots at this early stage.  
 
By morning tea time, we were aware of a few threatening clouds, 
but there was still plenty of blue showing. Frances was the 
navigator, and Therese was great at finding the best ways to 
creek cross. As we had all visited this particular creek in the 
past, stories of previous trips were reflected on, and many 
sections were vaguely familiar. Lots of unusual fungi were 
discovered, especially when we left the creek to negotiate the 
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fallen trees, vines, and slippery slopes. And then the rain took us by surprise before we had reached a 
suitable lunch spot, so when Frances suggested at about 11.20 that we start heading  
back to the cars, she was met with no opposition.  
 
The last part of the walk through the rainforest made sure we were thoroughly drenched, and eventually 
we viewed the road that would lead us back to the cars. We decided to have a picnic lunch in the park 
at Mirani before driving home. Thanks to Deb for the overall organisation of the outing, and I know my 
three walking companions enjoyed the adventure in this very green and hilly section of our area. 
 
Carole 
 
This is 4 of the 5 of us in the faster group. The heavy rain which arrived while 
we were having lunch caught us off guard and we had an adventurous hike out. 
The waterfall behind us did not exist in the morning when we hiked up the creek 
– that’s how heavy the rain was. 
Thanks to Deb for leading us out safely mostly through the bush after the rain 
started. I had a ball. 
 
Jenny 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Dooloomai Falls Abseil 
Sunday 9th January 

 
Getting a date for this walk and abseil was complex.  I had originally 
planned for 2 January, my medical treatments left me much closer to 
the date before I had confidence to proceed, and then weather and 
people revised the plan and 9 January was locked in.  Unfortunately, 
the final information did not make it for the 
Bulletin.  We set up an abseil at Dooloomai 
which is about 45m and straight down.  The 
centre section of the pitch is free hanging so 
it is just you and a rope with the rock out 
of reach.  The pitch ends in the upstream end 
of the water pool.  You abseil into the water, 
then unclip yourself from the rope, then a 
short swim to finish off the journey.  Mackay 
is not famous for abseiling sites, but if you do 

put in the hard hours to get to Dooloomai and get the abseil rigged, it is a 
special abseil.  An activity like this is only possible thanks to a team of people 
who carried gear (we need lots for this rigging) and also a team of people who 
help rigging and supervising the abseilers.  14 of our 15 party members went down the pitch, some 
three or even more times.   
 
Steve 
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Eungella tracks 1    
 23rd January 2022. 

 
18 walkers , including 3 first timers, enjoyed the 
walk through lush rainforest  on a perfect day, 
coolish, with the morning mist  clouding the walks 
and shrouding the valley, but it cleared away in 
time to catch the view from Sky Window, where 
we stopped for smoko. 
  
 We had run the gamut of the raucous Flying 
Foxes  at the entrance of the walk, and most of us 
encountered a couple of leeches on the way, with 
a couple of us sharing our mosquito repellent with 
visitors to the region who had not before 
encountered the bloodsuckers.   “No-one warned 
us about these things”, was the comment 
Apart from a couple of treacherously slippery 
patches the track was good, and by lunch we were 

enjoying a refreshing swim, and enjoying the company of friendly faces and zany swimmers. 
 
Most walkers then returned to 
the cars via the track, but 5 of 
us opted for the more relaxing 
stroll to the platypus viewing 
platform, where we were 
rewarding with a Platypus as 
we arrived, then on to the 
Kiosk to relax over afternoon 
tea, with hot coffee / 
chocolate.  
 
By 4 we were wrapping up an 
enjoyable day, but Garry and 

4 friends went to Finch Hatton pub to get the customary after walk pie  
 

Daphne.  
 (Photos pinched from 
Jeanette and Penny Facebook 
posts.).  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

     


