
1 
 

 

 
 
                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  
 
                                      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               

 

 

  

 

Club Officers    
          President  Bruce Pownall 0417 759 032   Walks Coordinator  Coral Morgan 4957 8474 
          Vice President Clive Goodson 0417 706 240  Digital Officer  Garry Hendicott 4944 0236 
          Secretary  Daphne Goodson 0417 706 240  Membership Secretary Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168 
          Treasurer  Mari Simmonds 0429 190 168  
          Equipment Officer Clive Goodson 0417 706 240 
          Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding 0447 091 532 

The Message Stick 
February 2021 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 

 

 

Future Events 
Twin Peaks………………………………………………………………………….….31st January 
Waterfalls Creek………………………………………………………………….…..…7th February 
Eungella Tracks Pt 2…………………………………………………………...…….14th February 
General meeting…………………………………………………….……………..…17th February 
Freshwater Point…………………………………………………………..…….……21st February 
Boulder Creek……………………………………………………………….………..28th February 

Water antics at the 2020 Annual Break up camp! The venue 
of Neem Hall proved very popular and all who attended had a 

great time. 
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Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day 
before the walk unless otherwise stated. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

From the Editor 
 

The next month has some great walks on offer with quite a bit of variety. Please keep in mind that the weather can 
cause havoc with the walks calendar at this time of the year.  If a walks leader deems it is too wet or not advisable to 
continue with plans due to weather forecasts, cancellations or any change of walk plans will be posted to the Clubs 
Facebook Group – The Message Stick. 
 
It is wonderful news that Steve Morgan is feeling well enough to lead a walk already and we wish him all the best for 
his continuing recovery. 
 
Have a great month 
 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Difficulty 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km 8-10 = Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling, 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                                thick scrub, major rock scrambling using hands, technical 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 
prior to 23rd February 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before 
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards 
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Twin Peaks 
Sunday 31st January 2021 

 
Leader:  Charles Hamlet. 0478 772 418 
Depart:  7.00 AM 
Journey  50km : $5.00 

 
The twin peaks of Black Mt (near Farleigh) and 
The Leap will provide a good leg stretch for 
reasonably fit walkers. Both peaks have about 
250m of elevation to ascend and whilst Black 
Mt has a gravel road to follow, The Leap will 
involve some rock hopping and scrambling in 
the steeper sections, the views however will 
make up for any discomfort. 
We will leave town at 7am heading for Black Mt 
on the Farleigh/Habana Rd. There is about 
900m of flat roadway before the steeper incline 
toward the first and second peaks. We will then 
proceed along the Highway to The Leap where 
the lookouts should be reached in time for 
lunch. 
Notes:  The ascents may be short, but they are 
strenuous, so water should be carried for the 
whole day. If you have walking poles, Black Mt 
provides the best chance to let them give you a 
helping hand. Tuition available also. 
 

Waterfalls Creek or Above The Junction 
Sunday 7th February 

 
Leader : Kate Brunner 49 588 436 
 0467 976 955 or katcalen@hotmail.com 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: 140km $14 
Grade: M87 
Walking time: about 6h. 
Expect: We will walk up to near the end of 
Finch Hatton Gorge walking track then follow a 
left hand ridge/slope, to the top and a short way 
down the other side, this is very steep but we 
should be rewarded with beautiful waterfalls 
and delightful swimming holes. There are some 
scrambles and a bit of tangle but not much 
wait-a-while.  Once in the creek we will follow it 
up for a bit, by way of scrambling over and 
among boulders, how far we go will depend on 
the group’s wishes.  

If the weather happens to be very wet an 
alternative walk in Cape Hillsborough is on the 
plan. 

Eungella Tracks – Part 2 
Sunday 14 February 

 
Leaders: Clive and Daphne Goodson 
0417706240 / 07 4954 9338 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: 184km $20.00 
Map Ref: Mirani 
Grade: L15 
Estimated walking time: 6 - 7 hours Total of 
all uphill sections: 100m Pace: average 
Terrain: walking tracks Vegetation: rainforest, 
Expect: leeches and swimming holes. 
The walk is suitable for beginners, with 
moderate to high level of fitness required for a 
long track with some slopes. This is a return 
walk, of 16 K, but there is an option of doing the 
track one way, and going to the Broken River 
Kiosk.   
We will be commencing at the track entrance 
on the Crediton Loop Road, and following the 
river to the Granite Bend junction, or on to the 
Broken River crossing, before returning.  There 
are several opportunities for swimming. 
You will need to bring plenty of water, lunch, 
swimmers and insect repellent.   
 
 

Induction 6.30pm General Meeting 7.30pm 
Wednesday 17th February 

 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. 
Induction by Bruce and Charles 
 

Freshwater Point 
Sunday 21 February  

 
Leader:        Penny McMahon  49514287 
                      penny_mackay@msn.com 
Depart :       8am 
Journey:      100km $10 
Map Ref:      
Grade:          S44 
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Estimated walking time:  4hours  Total of all 
uphill sections:  Not much Pace: Average 
Terrain:     Some beach, some rough tracks, 
some rocks. Vegetation:  Could be long grass, 
open sunny sections.   
Expect:   Sandflies. Great views. 
This should be a relatively easy day with some 
beach walking (sand and rocks), some rough 
tracks, possibly long grass & not much shade.  
If the weather is hot bring plenty of water and 
do the Slip, Slop, Slap. There is a very short 
but steep climb up to a lookout with views south 
to Mt Funnel and this is well worth the effort.  If 
there has been rain, the tracks could be muddy.  
This walk is suitable for beginners.  Note the 
later start time. 
 

Boulder Creek 
Sunday 28th February 

 

Leader:  Steven Morgan 0418 882 817 
steven.morgan61@gmail.com 
Depart              7:00am 
Journey:          140km $14.00 
Map Ref:           Mirani 753762 (Datum 
GDA2020) 

Grade:               M85 
  
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all 
uphill sections: 140m Pace: average Terrain: 
very uneven terrain Vegetation: rain 
forest Expect: mostly rockhopping, scrambles, 
swimming holes. 
  
Boulder Creek is a classic walk which the Club 
has been visiting for almost 50 years.  Lots of 
rockhopping gets us to the feature of the creek, 
a fabulous water hole sitting between two 
waterfalls.  It is great to do this walk at a hot 
time of year and enjoy the swimming.  The 
creek water at late February is unpredictable - if 
we get decent rain it could be a bit higher than 
normal.  The leader is not as fit as he has 
been, so this will be a moderate pace walk, and 
we may track for a while in the bush beside the 
creek to avoid some rockhopping.  Don't expect 
an early finish.  It will be 4 or 5 in the afternoon 
before we get back to the cars to start our drive 
home. 
 

 
 

 

Previous Activities 
 

End of Year Breakup  
Neem Hall 2020 

 
21 happy campers enjoyed the breakup at Neem Hall, Finch Hatton, with most arriving after lunch on 
Saturday, and staying overnight, making the most of the facilities before leaving before lunch on 
Sunday.   
 
9 people enjoyed the luxury of the Hall, so named as in a past life it was the local Junior Farmer’s 

Hall, with 2 double rooms with en-
suites, 2 bunk rooms, another 2 
toilets and 1 shower, laundry, fully 
equipped kitchen, dining and living 
room, though they did have to share 
the facilities with the 10 campers – 
one of whom ended up sleeping on 
the lounge floor when he belatedly 
discovered an essential part of his 
tent was missing.   
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It was a good breakup, with most 
of us going down to the creek to 
“swim”, float on lilos or just sit 
and enjoy the ambience in the 
afternoon. We had the evening 
BBQ at the camp kitchen, then 
returned to the hall for 
desserts.  Nibblies were on tap 
from about 3. 
 
After a relaxed breakfast, some 
went off for a walk, others tried out the creek again, and by lunchtime we were all packed and cleaned 
up.  The Hall was an ideal place to stay, as apart from the hall accommodation there was plenty of level 
space for parking and campers, and a camp kitchen with large BBQ. 
 
Thanks to everyone who contributed to such an enjoyable weekend. 
Daphne 
 

Eungella Tracks 
Sunday 24th January 

  
14 walkers arrived at Eungella, eager to stretch out their legs on the traditional first walk of the year at 
the Clark Range track.  As normal practice we formed a circle to hear the expectations of the day, to 
remind ourselves of each other’s names, and to welcome new walkers, Erin and Vince. 

 
On descending into the cool shade of the forest the raucous screeching, 
flapping of wings and smell made it apparent the local population of fruit 
bats considered this part of the walk was their domain and we were not 
welcome.  We did not linger.  
 
Conditions on the rest of the walk were most pleasant, the track being in 
excellent condition having been recently cleared of encroaching weeds 
and fallen debris, and a cool breeze kept the temperature 
reasonable.  Even the leeches were kind to us, with very few encountered.  
 
We stopped for smoko at Sky Window and because of the many photo 

opportunities there was lots of stops to regroup on the way to the river crossing lunch spot.  At one 
such stop in a burnt part of the forest Penny’s eagle eye spotted a 
pseudo vanilla orchid at the side of the track.  Further explorations 
in a small area around found other plants, to the excitement of 
those of us who thought they had been destroyed by the fire . 
 
After a late and shortish lunch break, where 3 of our party chose 
to go to the Kiosk to wait out the rest of the afternoon, we picked 
up the pace and made good time, with a breather at Sky Window, 
arriving at the cars just after 4 pm, having enjoyed a beautiful day 
in good company. 
 
Clive 


