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From the Editor
I
Easter is upon us again and hopefully this year we can get out and enjoy it. Last year we were in lockdown!
Next month’s newsletter may be delayed but if so all walk descriptions and notifications will be advertised on the
Message Stick Facebook page.
Well done to those who participated in Clean Up Australia Day – fantastic effort.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com
prior to 25th April

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance
S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

Difficulty

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
8-10 = Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling, 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only
thick scrub, major rock scrambling using hands, technical

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before
undertaking your walk and return it as soon as possible afterwards
Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day
before the walk unless otherwise stated.
Easter camp
2nd – 4th April

western side of the camping area which affords
great views of the area. We will make our way
back along a dirt road visiting some old gold
mines along the way and the historic cemetery.

Leaders: Jenny Wooding, Garry Hendicott
49440236 047091532

Saturday’s walk will be challenging and the
description follows. For those staying on
Sunday we will do an easier walk such as the
Bluff or the first Spikelet, depending on how the
group is feeling and level of enthusiasm.

The plan is for campers to make their own way
to Mt Britton on the morning of Friday 2nd April.
We will set up camp, have lunch before an
afternoon walk. This will be up the hills on the
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Garry and I will take our mountain bikes and do
a ride along the dirt roads on Monday if anyone
is interested in joining us.
Please phone by Wednesday 31st March to
register for the camp

should be spectacular, hence the reason for
having a crack at it.
Hopefully time will also permit us to access the
top of the falls and the swimming holes up
there.

Addar Falls (Nebo Ck West Branch)
Saturday 3rd April

As this walk contains an element of the
unknown plus much off track navigation it may
appeal to the more adventurous amongst us.
Walkers should be accepting of changes and
adjustments to planned route on the day. Be
prepared for an adventure.

Leader: Garry Hendicott 49440236 or Jenny
0447 091 532
Departure: 8.00 am from Mt Britton Camp
Ground.
Journey: 240 km. $24.00 (for those coming
from town)
Map reference: UTM 55K 670168E 7629186N
WS84
Grade: M77

This walk is in a remote area with no easy way
out. The walk will be long (almost 10km) and
hard in places and is not recommended for
beginners. A fair degree of fitness and the
ability to move at a reasonable pace through
varied and difficult terrain is required.
Walkers are reminded to bring all items as per
the clubs “must take list” plus additional
resources in case of accident or delay.
Please discuss with the leader prior to
nominating if you are unsure whether this walk
would be suitable for you.

Estimated walking time: 7 hours, Total of all
uphill sections: 300 metres, Pace:
Reasonable, Terrain: Very uneven off track,
Vegetation: Varies, thick in places Expect:
Difficult off track walking, long steep slopes,
long grass, thick vegetation, creek beds, rocky
creek sections, a waterfall, swimming holes.

St. Helens Beach
Sunday 11th April

This is the main walk of the Club’s Easter
Camp.
Our club has not offered this walk before, it is
brand shiny new. Two years ago a hand full of
intrepid explorers undertook a reccy into the
area of Mistake Creek and Nebo Ck (West
Branch) near Mt Addar Station and discovered
the site of a small gorge containing an excellent
water hole and a series of waterfalls, one
apparently quite large. On that reccy we
managed to access the top of what we now call
Addar Falls. Whilst there was not a great flow
of water on that occasion there is expected to
be a little more this time around.

Leader: Deb Wilson 400319078.
Depart: 10.30 am
Journey: 140 km. $14.00
MAP REF: UTM 55K 691453E 7695264N
WGS84

Grade S42.
Due to a high tide in the morning there will be a
later departure time of 10.30, so a good
opportunity for a sleep in for some. Estimated
walking time 4 hours. Pace: slow, Terrain:
Beach, sand, some rocks, dirt road. Expect
some rockhopping, could be mosquitoes and
sandflies, there may be shore birds. This will be
an easy walk suitable for beginners. There are
toilets at the camp grounds where we will park
the cars. Bring water, food, sunscreen and
insect repellent. You are welcome to phone or
text to nominate for this walk.
PLEASE NOTE THE LATER STARTING TIME

This excursion will be semi-exploratory in that
we will attempt to reach the bottom of Addar
Falls from the opposite direction utilising the
knowledge we gained during the previous
reccy. It is not known what we may encounter
at the bottom of the falls as we have not been
there before but if the top is anything to go by it
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Finch Hatton Falls
Sunday 18th April

Induction 6.30pm General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 21st April

Leader: Phillip Morgan
Details of this walk will be posted on The
Message Stick Facebook page

Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and
Community Support Association Centre 60
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and
visitors welcome. Induction by Bruce

Previous Activities
Mick Ready Beach
Sunday 7th March
As our contribution to Clean Up Australia Day, 10 club members scoured over five kilometres of
coastline from Grasstree Point to Victor Point, gathering an assortment of rubbish.
Items included thongs, glass bottles, plastic bottles, rope, fishing line, polystyrene and much more
including a variety of soft and hard plastics.
On the way in, a discarded ride-on mower was loaded into the trailer. Not counting the mower and 2
tyres, our load weighed in at the dump at over 100kg.
We had fun, enjoyed the environment and left behind a clean
beach.
Thanks to all for your
valued contribution.
Coral.

Pinevale Creek
Sunday March 14 2021
A group of fourteen walkers, ably led by Deb Wilson, headed for the
foothills of Ben Mohr in search of the disused Pinevale Copper mine.
The cars were parked at the end of the gazetted road and a short
walk took us to the sandy banks of the junction of Blacks Creek and
Black Waterhole Creek. With little rain in the past week, the creek
level was low enough to afford us an easy crossing. Locating the
track which leads into Pinevale Creek was a challenge as the bank
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was thick with six-foot-high grass! By then the temperature and humidity had soared and most of us
looked as though we had swum the creek!
Fortunately, Garry and his GPS records came to the rescue
and kept us on track for the most part!
The shade along the creek was most welcome and we reached
the giant marker (Mackay Cedar?) tree in time for Morning Tea.
After a steady walk over the rocks and boulders up the creek
we approached the old mine site. There were still bits and
pieces of rusted machinery and we spent some time exploring
these relics and the entrance to the mine itself.
Once we were back in the creek bed some serious boulder
climbing took us up to a lovely little waterfall at the end of the steep sided gorge where we enjoyed a
long lunch and a quick dip in the cold pool. Such a beautiful spot! The ferns clinging to the sides of the
gorge were spectacular!
The return walk down the creek was set at a relaxed pace,
with everyone loving the babbling of the water as it made its
journey down to the river below. We returned to our crossing
point of Blacks Creek via the old access road and reached
the cars by approximately 2.30pm.
Thanks to all for a very enjoyable day, with great company!
Mari

McBride’s Lookout
Sunday 21st March

Twelve bookings were made for this outing, but with the
dire weather forecast and the state of the sky in the
morning, three understandably revised their plans for the
day. However, the rest of us were pleasantly surprised by
the conditions - very little rain, some sunshine, some
humidity, but also pleasant breezes which at times
became
quite
blowy.
Our day in the
Halliday Bay/ Ball Bay area included a stroll to the northern end
of Halliday Bay and a walk along the track out to the rocks, then
a return to the southern end to access the track up to our
morning tea spot at the rocks overlooking Ball Bay, Hillsborough
and Seaforth. By the time we picked up the trail leading to Ball
Bay, Penny had joined us, and most of the group headed along
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the beach and over the rocks to the site of the humpback whale skeleton, or the bits that remain.
Lunch was enjoyed in the shelter near the camping
area, and our first shower of rain featured. The wetland
section behind the houses was next on the program,
and as we approached this along the Esplanade we did
experience a light shower. The curlews were out and
about, and some sections of the old roads were quite
swampy. Most walkers chose the beach for the return to
the trail which would lead us back to the cars. Thanks to
all participants, and a warm welcome to Roslyn and
Ken.
It wouldn’t be a bush walk without a few little
moments. Who was the person who arrived at the
meeting place an hour early and decided the walk
must have been cancelled? Who was it who initially
thought we were going to Hillsborough? Which
driver kept wanting to head in the wrong direction?
Whose footwear fell apart?
To end on a positive note, it was a relaxed day of
easy walking, it was injury free, and there were
many examples of looking out for each other.
Carole
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