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Future Events
Finch Hatton Gorge……………………………...………………………….2nd April
Mt Blackwood…………………………………………………………………6th April
Crediton Scrub Plus………………………………………………………..13th April
Massey Gorge…………….………………………………….………...18th-20th April
General Meeting ………………….…………….…….…….….….…..……23rd April
Mt Britton, The Peak…………………………………..……….…….26th & 27th April
Blacks Beach to Eimeo ………………………………………………………4th May

No It’s not the SES.
Just the Cavers taking a
well-earned break from
their adventures.
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From the Editor
Thanks Dan for organising the Trivia Night! I think I can safely say that all who attended had a fun night and it was
great that everyone received a prize – some better than others of course. 
Rain still seems to be messing with our walks calendar but it is that time of the year. Those undertaking the
biodiversity study up at Eungella must be doing it hard with all the wet weather. Hopefully some club members
have been able to find the time to help out. A couple of us will be heading up there this weekend to help out.
Have a great month!

Our Publicity Officer is Kevin Smith
kevnjans@bigpond.net.au
Please email Kevin any photos you think would
look good in the newspaper.

Items for the next newsletter should
be sent to
jennywooding@dodo.com.au
prior to 26th April

Key to Walks Grading System
Distance

Terrain

S = short – under 5km
M = medium – 5-10km
L = long – over 10km

Terrain

1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub
4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,
Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling
8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock
Scrambling using hands, technical

1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners
4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required
8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only

Future Events
All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before
undertaking your walk.

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks
Midweek Finch Hatton Gorge
Wednesday 2nd April
Leader: Coral Morgan 49578474
Depart: 7am
Journey: 140km $14
Grade: S54
Leader has only checked out sections of the
walk and the plan is to put together a circuit
route mainly off track. We will start off on the
normal graded track to Araluen Falls then go
rock hopping downstream a short distance and
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crossing the creek before climbing up and over
a ridge. Expect: Wait- a- While. In the next
creek system we will follow downstream before
easier ridge crossing back to the area of ferns
and swimming holes in Finch Hatton Creek.
Further down we will exit the creek and walk a
short distance along the road to the car park.
Finishing time could be early afternoon. Please
leave your phone number when booking
walk.

Mt Blackwood
Sunday 6th April
Leader: Kathy Cant 495907621 0423046187
Depart: 7am
Journey: 60km $6
Grade: S44
Estimated Walking 3-4 hours, Total uphill
300m,Terrain
uneven,
maybe
some
scrambling, Vegetation dry rainforest, expect
cool understory and hopefully orchids and
ginger.
We will start on the bitumen then leave the road
to investigate a small creek and continue up the
mountain to enjoy a different view of Mt
Blackwood before looping back to the road.
Crediton Scrub to Burroughs Creek
Sunday 13th April
Leader: Dan Mckinlay: 49534249 or
0409057494 or email
dan.mckinlay@mackay.qld.gov.au
Journey: 190km $20.00
Depart: 6am
Map Ref: Mirani 609509 to 598470
Grade: L54
Estimated walking time: 8 hours-approx. 14
km. Total of all uphill sections: 600m Pace:
average Terrain: uneven terrain Vegetation:
rainforest Expect: gentle slopes and some
lantana. This walk is mainly a partly marked trail
through the scrub from the Crediton area
emerging at the GREAT WHITE TANK on the
Cockies Creek Road. We then turn right and
walk a further 2 km before turning left and
dropping down a further km into Hazelwood
Creek near the junction of Burroughs Creek,
where we will have lunch. We then retrace our
steps back to the start.This section is largely
part of the Highland Great Walk.
This is a suitable walk for beginners with good
fitness. You will need to carry sufficient water
for the whole day, although can refill at
Burroughs Creek.
Massey Gorge Camp
Friday – Sunday 18 – 20 April 2014
Leader:
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Steven Morgan
(4954 0037, 0418 882 817)

We will set off from the end of Chelmans Road
and head to the higher reaches of Massey
Gorge, then follow the gorge downstream and
exit by the climb up the ridge beside Beta
Creek. Both nights will be spent camping on
Massey Creek and there will be good water
supply throughout this camp. This camp is on
the “medium” end of the difficulty scale, but will
involve some rock hopping. Massey Gorge is
right up there as one of the bushwalking jewels
of the Mackay region.
Bookings for this camp are by email only.
Include your phone number in the email.
steven.morgan61@gmail.com

Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm
Wednesday 23rd April
For this month only, the meeting will be held
at Mackay Regional Council office. Please go
to the main door and Dan will be there to meet
new people for the induction and members for
the meeting.
Newcomers and visitors welcome. Induction by
Dan and Kathy

Homevale and “The Peak” car camp and or
day walks.
th
25 , 26th and 27th April
Walkers can opt to join on any of the days Fri,
Sat or Sunday or any combination.
Friday 25 April: Leader: Coral Morgan Notify
Coral by Wed 23rd Ph 49578474
Depart: Mackay from usual meeting place at
07:00 Friday.
Drive to Mt Britton and explore along Mt Adder
Road searching for ruins and investigate an
area behind Mt Britton. Expect easy walking.
Free car-based camping at Mount Britton
township. Need to be self- sufficient including
water.
Saturday 26 April: Leader: Kevin Smith. Notify
Kevin by Thursday eve ph 49696068.
Depart: Mackay from usual meeting place at
07:00 Saturday.

Drive to Mount Britton township. Morning walk
up a creek to an area previously unexplored by
the Club.
Afternoon; A walk up a 4wd track from the head
of Nuggety Gully behind a mining lease and
along a ridge with great views and then back
down to the township via the cemetery. Free
car-based camp at township, as above.
Sunday 27 April: Leader: Kevin Smith. Pack
up camp Sunday morning and drive a short
distance along Glenden Rd and walk to The
Peak. Firstly we will investigate some cave
overhangs with paintings and then walk around
the base of The Peak to find Mrs Gibbard’s
Chair. Then return to the cars via the very top
of The Peak with it’s associated magnificent
views. Some walkers may choose not to take
this steep option, in which case they can walk
back around the hill. Anyone who wishes to join
us only for the Sunday morning Peak walk will
need to arrange to meet at the Nebo Junction
Service Station. This will have to be arranged
prior to Thursday evening.

Leader:
Depart:

Black’s Beach & Eimeo
Sunday, 4th May
Carole Weekes 49546108
7am

Journey: 30 kms $3
Grade: L23
Estimated walking time: 6 hrs Total of all
uphill sections: 30 m Pace: Average
Vegetation: not much Expect: sand, some
rocks, tracks, sun, some road walking, insects.
The plan is to park the cars at Black’s Beach
picnic area near Dolphin Heads, to walk along
the beach to McCready Creek, and then to
return via either the beach or the bush tracks on
the Black’s Beach Spit, depending on the
wishes of the group. On our arrival back at the
cars, we will climb the steps to Dolphin Heads,
and access the beach via a short walk down the
road. You might like to carry reef walkers with
you to cross the tidal gully at the southern end
of Eimeo Beach. A stroll along Eimeo Beach
will be followed by a walk to Eimeo Creek by
climbing over the rocks below the Pacific Hotel,
or by walking along the road a short distance,
depending on tide levels. The day will finish
with a walk back to the cars.
This will be an easy walk and a relaxing day,
but last year we covered 16 kms all up.
However, if you only want to do the Black’s
Beach section and leave us at lunch time, this
is fine as long as we organise the cars so that
all those wishing to complete the entire walk are
travelling together.

Previous Activities
Araluen and Wheel of Fire Falls, Finch Hatton Gorge.
Sunday 2nd March
What a great walk! There were nine of us who took to the tracks of Finch Hatton Gorge: Karim, Carol,
Edie, Deb, Maureen, Paul, Daphne, Fran and Therese.
Wisely, our leader, Daphne, decided to have our usual 7AM start and, as a result, we were able to enjoy
each spot by ourselves before the crowds
started to arrive.
We were the only two cars in the car park
when we arrived! We were the only ones on
the track to Araluen, our first stop. After
viewing the Cascades from the lookout, we
sat on the boulders watching the falls and
admiring the violets while we had smoko. A
couple of families arrived, so we decided to give them the space and continue to the Wheel of Fire Falls.
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Callistemon Crossing was flowing and had to be crossed – some with boots on and
some with boots off, then the 300 or so steps had to be negotiated before we
reached the rock pool. We were quite hot
and the rock pool looked so inviting so quite a
few of us decided to have a swim. The water
was freezing but after the initial shock it
eventually felt quite refreshing. The view of
the water falls from the rock pool was spectacular. By the time
we were ready to leave, there were quite a number of other
people enjoying the area.
We back tracked – down the 300 or
so steps, through Callistemon Crossing some with boots on and some with
boots off, past the Araluen turnoff and back to the car park which was now
jammed packed with cars.
Only one casualty for the day – Edie was attacked by a leech.
Thanks to Daphne for organizing such a great walk. Therese

Eimeo Creek to Reliance Creek
Sunday, 23rd March
Participants - Frances, Maureen, Dale, Daphne, Therese, Brian and Carole
Weather conditions - cloudy in the morning, a few drops of rain as we approached Reliance Creek,
cool breezes at times, and in the afternoon blue sky and strong sunshine.
Distance covered - 14 kms including parkland, bushland, sand, rock, mangrove forests and a grassy
lookout.
Wildlife spotted - legions of soldier crabs, numerous butterflies, a circle of sea eagles, a pied oyster
catcher, some black cockatoos magnificent in flight, and a delicately patterned lace monitor at least a
metre in length.
Botanical features - a clump of very healthy looking prickly pears showing both flowers and fruit, a
carpet of mangrove leaves in autumn tonings, eerie skeletal remains of dead and dying mangroves
closer to the water, fungi decorating part of a fallen tree, a colourful array of vines and shrubs once part
of a garden but now adding glamour to the bushland, and an abundance of stately gums and
melaleucas, as well as trees uprooted during cyclonic activity in recent years.
Views - the full curve of Bucasia Beach, the expanse of Reliance Creek at low tide, the causeway
leading to Little Green Island, the backdrop of Black’s Mt, Mt Blackwood, Mt Jukes, The Leap, Cape
Hillsborough and of course the islands stretching from north to south, and the scenic beauty of Shoal
Point with its dunes, its clusters of volcanic rock, its palm trees and its picnic grounds.
Carole
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Middle Creek
Sunday 16th March
Fifteen hardy souls fronted up excited at the possibility of reaching
the elusive Lonely Valley. Well we almost did and the truth is we
easily could have as we got within 400 metres before turning back.
Sometimes you just have to leave something for next time.
As usual Middle Creek lived
up to expectations with a nice
crystal clear flow of water and
some
truly
spectacular
swimming holes. Before lunchtime we had passed the previous
furthest reached spot of the Palm Lagoon, and that was after an
extended stop and swim at the first waterhole. Despite the many
crossings and soggy boots we made excellent time.
It was all exploratory from then on as none of us, including the
leader (ie Myself) had been this far up before. Middle Creek
continued to deliver with yet another spectacular waterhole for
a swim and shade for lunch.
I was particularly impressed by what was perhaps the longest
and prettiest anabranch I have seen, which seemed to go on
forever with lovely mossed covered banks either side. Looked
like very good Platypus country
but none were spotted.
We clocked up about 13.8 kilometres for the day, with a fair bit of speedy
dirt track walking. I was quite weary by the time we got back but had a
magnificent time getting to that state.
I hope you all did too.
Many thanks must go to Graham Ware for allowing us access to the property.
Garry
Caving Weekend
22nd & 23rd March
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