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Club Officers 

President  Kathy Cant 49590762  Contact Officer  Coral Morgan         49578474  
Vice President Garry Hendicott 49440236  Walks Coordinator  Frances Eiteneuer 49576028 
Secretary  Kerry Morgan 49540037                Assist Walks Coordinator Coral Morgan 49578474 
Treasurer  Dan McKinlay 49534249  Newsletter Editor  Jenny Wooding 49440236 
Safety Officer Kevin Smith 49696068  Publicity Officer  Kevin Smith 49696068 
Equipment Officer Garry Hendicott 49440236       

 

  

Future Events 
Through the Spikes……………………………………..………..…...7th September 

Massey Creek………………………………………………….………14th September 

General Meeting ………………….…………….….…..……..………17th September 

Bulls Head Bluff...……………………………….…………………....21st September 

Jordan Creek…………………………………………………………..28th September 

Elephant Rock Camp……………………………………………..….4th -6th October 
 

The Message Stick 
September 2014 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 
Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackaybushwalkers@dodo.com.au 
 

 

The group at Cape Palmerston!  Coral had gone on ahead when 
this was taken, so Kevin has left room for her in the photo! 
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Future Events 
 
 
 
 

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks

From the Editor 
 

Next month’s newsletter will be out a week early (hopefully) as I will be away for the last bit of September. Please 
note the earlier date to get items to me by for the October issue. 
It was pretty amazing to have to cancel a Homevale walk in August due to rain. Fortunately Garry was able to 
reschedule the Through The Spikes walk for early September. 
We have had some interesting walks lately with plenty more variety on offer. Remember to keep sending me 
photos and items for the newsletters 
Have a great month everyone! 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Terrain 
 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                               8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock 
                                               Scrambling using hands, technical 

Our Publicity Officer is Kevin Smith 
kevnjans@bigpond.net.au 
Please email Kevin any photos you think would 
look good in the newspaper. 
 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag from Garry before 
undertaking your walk. 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 
jennywooding@dodo.com.au 
prior to 21st September 

Safety Officer Message 
 
A couple of recent incidents have highlighted the need for club members, particularly drivers, to make sure when 
leaving a bush car parking area, that all vehicles are mobile and get away from the area safely. This generally 
means the second last vehicle should ensure the last vehicle is able to get mobile. Sometimes lights can be left on 
and the car not able to be started. We should all remember this, especially in remote areas where there is no mobile 
phone coverage. 

 



Through The Spikes 
Sunday 7th September 

 
Leader:                 Garry Hendicott    49440236  
mob 0447091532 
Depart:                 6.00 am 
Journey:              240km $24.00 
Map Ref:              Mirani 8655 Edition 3, 
Easting 662255 Northing 7630288 (GDA94) 
Grade:                  M65 
Estimated walking time: 6 hours Total of all 
uphill  sections: 270m Pace: average Terrain: 
uneven, long grass, hidden obstacles 
underfoot, slopes Vegetation: Open, Spear 
Grass Expect: Traversing steep slopes, trip 
hazards, sun, no water, magnificent views. 
 
The Marling Spikes consist of three prominent 
volcanic cones just south west of Sydney 
Heads in Homevale National Park. Our journey 
will take us through the saddle between the 
Spikes where we will find that there are indeed 
more than the three spikes we see on the map. 
There will also be excellent views of Sydney 
Heads from close up. The walk will be a loop 
circumnavigating Spike 690 along creek banks 
and ridges (some steep) up to the saddle, the 
return will be down a ridge to a creek bed in 
which we will walk back to the cars. Right leg 
shorter than the left will be a distinct advantage 
on the day. Total loop distance is only about 
6.5kms so pace will be fairly average. We 
should have plenty of time to explore around 
the saddle and scramble part way up some of 
the spikes as the mood takes us. 
Note the early start (gives us more time to 
explore or relax). 

 
Massey Creek Walk 

Sunday  14th September 
Leaders:  Eric Minger  ph 49533796 
                 Pam Faulkner ph 49533796 
Depart  7am.   
Journey  200 km.  $20.00 
Map Ref.  Mirani 629 717 
Grade  M56 
Estimated walking time.  5 hours Total of all 
uphill.  300m Pace  moderate Terrain  Steep, 
rockhopping Vegetation.  Rainforest. 
This picturesque walk down the top of Massey 
Creek starts from the end of Chelmans Road. 

We will proceed down the creek as far as time 
allows us and then exit via the forestry road to 
the west. A very pretty creek with lots of 
rockhopping.    
 
Induction 6.45pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm 

Wednesday 17th September 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. Induction by Kathy and 
Carole 
 

Bulls Head Bluff 
Sunday 21 Sept 

 
Leader:  Kevin Smith Ph 4969 6068  
Mob 0417 326634 
Depart: 7am  
Journey: 172km  $17.00 
Map Ref: 55K 734720 7590858 
Grade: M65 
Estimated walking time: 4-5 hours  
This is an exploratory walk up Bulls Head Bluff 
and area. Bulls Head Bluff is located south of 
Sarina and the club has not done this walk for 
quite some time. We should get some views 
back to Mt Funnel and of an area we don’t get 
to see very often. 
 
. 

Jordan Creek 
Sunday 28th July 

 
Leader:  Coral Morgan  49578474 
Depart:  7am 
Journey:  130km $13.00 
Map Ref:  Mackay 255 214 
(Lookout) 

Jordan Creek on Carmilla Map 
Grade:  M66 
Estimated walking time: 6 hours. Total of all 
uphill sections: 300 Pace: slow to average 
Terrain: Steep slopes, rock scrambling 
Vegetation: open sunny paddocks, long grass, 
rainforest creek Expect: Hot conditions and 
slippery rocks, small swimming pools, mozzies. 
We will walk up a track to the Sarina Lookout. 
After crossing a few paddocks and ridges we 
will walk down a section of Jordan Creek. This 
pretty little rainforest creek is a tributary of East 
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Funnel Creek. There should be good water in 
the swimming holes this time.  
 

Elephant Rock - Bowen 
Sat 4 Oct – Mon 6 Oct 

 
Leader:  Kevin Smith Ph 4969 6068  
Mob 0417 326634 
Depart: 2pm Sat 
Journey: 465km $46.00 
Grade: M65 
Estimated walking time: 5-6 hours  
This walk involves car based camping beside 
Elephant Rock and Bald Rock on private 
property near Bowen. Bald and Elephant Rocks 
are large granite monoliths. This spectacular 
area is a favourite of many bushwalkers and 
access has been granted to us under very strict 
conditions.  These conditions are that we be 

very diligent not to introduce weeds, especially 
Parthenium. We must ensure all vehicles are 
clean, including front grilles and underneath. 
Also ensure packs, boots, tents and clothes etc 
are weed free. 
We drive up Saturday afternoon in convoy and 
set up camp. Farm road is suitable for compact 
4wd vehicles. Sunday will be a day walk 
exploring Bald Rock, Elephant Rock, Victory 
Rock and if time permits, Sixpenny Hill which is 
a rocky out-crop. Coral says we should see a 
Great Bower Bird bower on top of Sixpenny Hill. 
Monday morning we plan to walk to another 
monolith and explore around it then return to 
camp along Ida Creek and pack up dry tents. 
We will then leave the property at 3pm to return 
to Mackay. Bring food and water for duration. 
Gas cooking only.  
  

 
Previous Activities 

Slade Point Reserve 
Sunday 3rd August 

This walk took the twelve participants up Lambert's Lookout, along Lambert's Beach, up the track to the 
Pacific Esplanade entrance to the Slade Point Reserve, and then along the first part of the beach circuit. 
Before completing this circuit, however, they were led south along the beach until the Port Authority 
area of the harbour was reached. A morning tea spot provided 
shade, shelter from the strong winds encountered during the 
beach walk, and also entertainment in the form of wind surfing. 
 
The next activity involved a return along the beach northwards in 
order to follow the track into the amphitheatre, a shady, peaceful 
and special area of the reserve, containing dune vegetation, 
paperbark forests, and on this occasion, hundreds of butterflies. 
From here, the main reserve circuit was accessed, and 
highlights along this section included a lookout to the east affording ocean views, another viewing point 

providing a close-up of a wetland area, and a boardwalk 
leading to Fern Valley. As we approached the sand dune 
areas towards the end of the circuit, and because it was 
about time for lunch, use was made of a shaded grassy 
area on a slope near a sandy section of track. 
 
Shortly after this, we were back in Pacific Esplanade, and 
the only thing between us and the cars was Ram Chandra 
Park. Five of us decided that nine kilometres wasn't enough, 
so we drove to Keeley's Road to walk the Kommo Toera 

boardwalk, adding another 1.4 kms of freshwater wetlands, except that most of the environment was 
dry. 
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Apart from the windy conditions on the beach, the weather was ideal, and although we didn't spot any 
whales from the lookout (probably because Penny wasn't with us), we did observe lots of interesting and 
varied flora. The difference in age between the youngest and the oldest walkers was nearly seventy 
years, and the male female ratio was 2:10. We started walking about 8.20 and were back at the cars 
before 2pm. 
Carole 
 

Cape Palmerston 
Sunday 10th August 

 
Edie’s first walk as leader attracted a cast of thousands – well 21 which is the most walkers we have 
had for sometime. Maybe it was the possibility of whales or the promised 10km shorter in distance than 
the last time we tackled this walk which did it. Indeed at the circle talk before beginning the walk, Edie 
assured us whales had been ordered and would appear at 12.37pm during our lunch break. Now we 
were very impressed at a leader going to this level of organisation. 
We had set off in 4 cars from town and met up with the 4 extras who had been happy campers the night 
before in the vicinity of Cape Palmerston. The weather was looking good but when we arrived at the 
Cape Palmerston National Park the road we intended to traverse to shorten the distance had a road 
closed barrier across it. There was nothing to be done but to boot up and walk the entire distance to the 
tip of the Cape. 
We made good progress and stopped for smoko at around 6.4km along the way. From here it was 
decided one group would head off for the Cape and the rest would go as far as they wanted before 
stopping for lunch. They would await our return. 

Off we went at a cracking pace and by midday 11 of us 
had reached the end of Cape Palmerston and were 
sitting up at the top, soaking up the views. We thought 
we would take our time over lunch and be ready for the 
whales. 12.37 came and went with no whale in sight, 
although several turtles were seen surfacing just in 
front of where we were sitting to Maureen’s great 
delight. Some muttering was to be had and some were 
questioning whether a refund was in order due to the 
absence of the large marine mammals. 
12.41 came and we were reluctantly gathering our 

packs up for a despondent walk back when Garry leapt up and shouted whale. Whoohoo - that had us 
all on our feet peering out to the water and within seconds another whale leapt from the sea. Now we 
were excited, especially when one broached much closer in providing a thrilling spectacle for us. 
The rest of the group who were several kms back along the beach could see us all standing and 
assumed we were preparing for the return and were waving madly to us. Of course we ignored them 
because the whales were far more interesting.  
At 1pm we reluctantly began the return slog to the cars. 
Once we were in contact with the other group, they 
wouldn’t believe us about the whales and took some 
convincing. Fortunately Kevin with his ever trusty camera 
had captured a tail slapping on the water to establish our 
credibility. 
The return trip saw all 21 of us spread out along the beach 
and we covered the distance at a pretty fair pace. The final 
5kms is a slog and I’m sure we were all relieved to see the 
cars. 27kms is a long walk but well worth it. We were all 
weary and even Maureen admitted to being tired. 



6 
 

Just as we were complimenting Edie on her fine job as leader, she pulled out yet another surprise – 
bags of snakes to revive us. I think the leadership bar has just been raised. 
Thanks Edie for the walk and I think we all enjoyed it and I’m sure I’m not the only one who is feeling a 
little weary a day later. 
Jenny 
 

Mt Britton Camp  
23rd/24th August 

Five club members drove to Mt Britton at 2.30 pm on Saturday and after setting up camp, were joined 
by Lyall who extended an invitation to us to share his kitchen facilities to prepare our evening meal, and 
to enjoy a singsong around a campfire at the rear of his dwelling. Kevin had already arranged to accept 
accommodation at Lyall's instead of roughing it in a tent. 
 
A very pleasant evening was spent socialising, made more comfortable by Paul's fire building as the 
temperature was very wintery, and there was even entertainment provided by Lyall's skill with the 
electric guitar, and Kevin's singing, assisted by others at various times. Several guys supplemented 
their meal with Coral's jaffles and roasted potatoes, and Bryan amazed us with his accurate recall of lots 
of original recording artists from bygone eras. It is impossible to keep everyone happy, however, and 
there were some grumbles about spiders in the toilet, the noisy generator, and half-cooked spuds. 
 
Sunday started early back at the campsite, with Lyall driving Kevin over to join Bryan for the rendezvous 
with the Clark's Pinnacle climbers who had left town at 6am, and the rest of us preparing for a guided 
tour of old mines, the cemetery and other places of interest in historic Mt Britton, courtesy of Lyall. There 
were lots of photo opportunities and lots of interesting details revealed, and then it was time for Coral to 
finish her breakfast and for three of us to break camp.  
 
By 11.15 am, Coral, Paul and I had left the car on the Mt Adder road, ready to enter the creek system 
that would eventually lead us to Oakey Creek and out onto the Mt Britton Road to access a 4WD track 
through the Homevale National Park and then back to the car. The walking in dry creek beds, following 
cattle pads, and then about 4 kms of the Mt Adder Rd was easy and fairly relaxing, except for Paul's 
short-lived nausea, the matter of some very dusty luggage to deal with at the end of our day (don't ask), 
Coral's little nose accident, and back at the car, Paul's mishap with a finger. 
 
We were treated to a varied display of winged wildlife, including a swarm of butterflies, huge numbers of 
brolgas in the stubble at Carinya, ducks, zebra finches, a kestrel, a blue jackass, and many others. The 
creeks hosted lots of unusual botanical specimens which drew our attention, and our group met up with 
the much larger number of walkers who had taken on Clark's Pinnacle at the Junction stop for coffee, 
ice creams and chips. 
 
Carole 

Clarks Pinnacle 
Sunday 24th August 

 
An early morning start didn’t deter 13 people who decided 
to tackle Clarks Pinnacle although Kevin and Bryan had 
stayed at Mt Britton the night before. Approximately half 
the group had not done this walk before and were keen to 
reach the Pinnacle. Gulp! – I did wonder if I would be able 
to get them there unassisted as I had not done this walk for 
at least 3 years and never as leader. 
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I relegated Garry to the “Tail End Charlie” position and set off with great purpose. I had changed the 
start to make it easier than the way we had been previously after getting permission from the people at 
Mt Adder Station so we could begin on their property. 
I was confident I would be able to show everyone Clark’s Pinnacle and our destination when we arrived 
at the second ridge, however the low cloud cover prevented this and I could only point out where I 
thought it should be. We continued on and it wasn’t long before the sun broke through and we had 
splendid views of both the Pinnacle and surrounding areas. 
Whenever I have done this walk before I have sauntered along chatting to people and not taking much 
notice of where we were actually going. However I found it very easy to lead and after negotiating the 
first couple of ridges was able to put the GPS away and just get on with it.  
Lunch was had at the base of the actual Pinnacle and 10 of the 13 scaled to the top and were rewarded 

with amazing panoramic views, including out to sea. 
I had been worried about descending through the 
gully as I had vivid memories of it being horrendously 
overgrown on previous visits – Dan even lost an 
extremely expensive pair of glasses in there at one 
stage, never to be recovered. This time the gully was 
almost clear of vegetation, maybe due to fire or lots of 
water rushing down. It was very shaley though and so 
the descent proved a little tricky but we made it to the 
creek. From here we worked our way down it for a 
kilometre or so before exiting and traversing an old 
road back to near where we started from in the 

morning. The leader did leave the road in the correct place but in the wrong direction! However I quickly 
worked out where I had gone wrong so we didn’t have to back track too far.  
We made it back to the cars by 3.35 and the day had been walked at a steady but relaxed pace. I really 
enjoyed the day and I hope others did as well. I had 
forgotten just how nice the views are on this walk and it’s a 
good one as it offers plenty of variety in the day. 
We did end up a grubby bunch from the walk as a fire that 
had been through had left a lot of blackened vegetation. 
People kept telling me how dirty my face was and taking 
photos and saying I should be on the front page of the 
newsletter (fortunately I am editor and have some control). 
Therese looked as though she had been in a fight and had 
a very black eye. We also attained quite a few scratches 
along the way and Maureen probably ended up the bloodiest of us. She threatened to go the police 
station and say she had been bashed up – I’m sure they would have believed her. 
Thanks for coming everyone. 
Jenny 
 
 

 

 
 


