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Future Events 
 
Smalleys Beach to Cape Hillsborough……………………………………………………7th April 
Pinevale Creek……………………………………………………………………...………..14th April 
General Meeting and induction……………………………………….………..…..……..17th April 
Upper Middle Massey Creek…………………………………………………….…………28th April 
May Day Weekend Backpack……………………………………………….………….4th – 6th May 

Club Officers    
          President     Clive Goodson         4954 9338 Contact Officer Donna Burgess                        0488 787 953  
          Vice President   Garry Hendicott 4944 0236 Walks Coordinator Coral Morgan                  4957 8474 
          Secretary  Donna Burgess      0488 787 953         Assis Walks Coordinator  Peter Bennett  0427383732 
          Treasurer                 Ian Burgess          0428 875 991            Equipment Officer Garry Hendicott           4944 0236 
          Newsletter Editor Jenny Wooding   0447 091 532    

  

    
     

The Message Stick 
April 2019 

 
Mackay Bushwalkers’ Club Inc. PO Box 1313, Mackay, 4740 

Web: http://www.mackay.bwq.org.au  
Email: mackay.bushwalkers@gmail.com 

 

 

March was a month of great creek walks 

Rawsons 

Pebbly Rock 

The Junction 
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Future Events 
 

 
 

 
 

Please contact the leader to nominate for all walks before 12.00pm the day 
before the walk unless otherwise stated.

 
 

Smalley’s Beach to Cape Hillsborough 
7 April 2019 

 
Leader: Donna Burgess – 0488 487 953 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: 100km   $10.00 (includes car shuffle) 
Grade: M55 
Estimated walking time: 5 hours Total of all 
uphill sections: 300m Pace: Average Terrain: 
very uneven Vegetation: rainforest, open 

woodland, long grass, grass-trees, mangroves. 
Expect: taped rough trail, some steep slopes, 
great views, insects, gullies, possible hot 
conditions in open sections. 
 
This will be a through walk involving a car shuffle 
from Cape Hillsborough, with the walk starting at 
Smalley’s Beach and following the old track which 
is now mostly a trail, up to the top and over and 
back to the National Park area at Cape 

From the Editor 
We have had some very picturesque walks of late and a big thank you to everyone who has put their hand up to lead 
one. 
Coral is progressing well and I’m sure most of you will know she is out of hospital and being cared for by her 
daughter. We hope her recovery continues in a speedy manner. 
Have a great month everyone and an enjoyable Easter. Let’s hope the weather is kind as some of us will be keen to 
get some camping in. 
 

 

Key to Walks Grading System 
Distance   Terrain     Difficulty 

 
S = short – under 5km 1-3 = Graded or open terrain, no scrub  1-3 = Easy, suitable for beginners 
M = medium – 5-10km 4-7 = Bush, minor scrub, rainforest,  4-7 = Medium, reasonable fitness required 
L = long – over 10km Rocks, creeks, rockhopping, scrambling 8-10 = Hard, strenuous, fit walkers only  
                                               8-10 = Bush as above + thick scrub, major rock 
                                               Scrambling using hands, technical 

All trip leaders please ensure you collect the club gear bag before undertaking 
your walk. 

Items for the next newsletter should 
be sent to 

jennywooding@dodo.com.au 
prior to 25th April 
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Hillsborough. The walk will take us through a 
variety of landscapes and vegetation types with the 
degree of difficulty varying throughout the walk, 
with fairly level sections and steep climbs. Please 
carry enough water for the day as it could be very 
hot, remember insect repellent, sunscreen and 
sunglasses for eye protection from the grass-trees. 
 
 

Pinevale Creek 
Sunday 14th April 

 
Leader: Peter Bennett   0427383732 
Departure:  7:00am 
Journey:  160km $16.00 
Map Ref:  Mirani 910430 
Grade: M66  
Estimated walking time: 5 hours Total of all uphill 
sections: 120m Pace: slow Terrain: very uneven 
terrain Vegetation: rain forest Expect: some 
rockhopping, lantana, spear grass, swimming 
holes. 
 
This walk has not been done for some time, so we 
will find out how much this area has changed. We 
will begin walking just below the place where the 
Pioneer River begins, at the junction of Black’s 
Creek and Black Waterhole Creek. Depending on 
water levels, there may be a chance for a swim at 
the end of the walk. The plan is to follow Pinevale 
Creek along an unused road to the site of a 
disused copper mine. We will then rock hop further 
up the creek. This is a fairly easy walk up to the 
mine, but after that it may become a bit more 
challenging for some. However as this walk is not 
a long one, there will be no need to rush on the 
day. 
You will need to carry water and food for the whole 
day. 
Please ring me (do not text) to register before 
12.00pm on the Saturday before the walk.  
 
 

Induction 6.30pm/ General Meeting 7.30pm 
Wednesday 17th April 

 
Downstairs room, Mackay Family Care and 
Community Support Association Centre 60 
Wellington Street, Mackay. Newcomers and 
visitors welcome. 
Induction by Donna and Ian 
 

 
 

 
Upper-Middle Massey 

Sunday 28th April 
  
Leader:  Garry Hendicott     h49440236  
m0418732776 
Depart:  7:00am 
Journey: 200kms $20.00 
Map Ref: UTM 55K E663819 N7676743 
GDA94 
Grade:  L88 
  
Estimated walking time: 7+ hours Total of all 
uphill sections: 300 m  Pace: Fair Terrain: 6kms 
of 4WDTrack, 5kms rocky creek banks and bed, 
500m steep bush bash   Expect: Track walking, 
wet boots in creek bed, some long grass, dense 
scratchy vegetation during steep bush bash. 
 
This walk is exploratory in nature, therefore no 
guarantees or promises as to what we will find or 
encounter on the day. Essentially we will be 
exploring Massey Creek further downstream from 
where we usually turn around to come home, 
hopefully right up to the point where this tributary 
joins into Massey Creek proper. 
 
Those that have done previous upstream Massey 
Creek walks will know that this can be a very 
spectacular creek not without a few challenges. 
Our aim is to explore a bit more of it. 
 
We will start from the end of Chelman’s Road with 
a brisk 3km walk along 4WD track to a ridge that 
we will bush bash down to pick up Massey Creek 
(this is the same ridge we usually exit from). From 
there we will explore downstream along Massey 
Creek visiting some interesting looking creek 
junctions and rocky sections that may contain 
waterfalls. We will return the same way. Turn 
around point will be dependent on available time 
and progress. 
 
Please note that this walk could be anything up to 
11km’s with 5km’s of that in difficult creek 
conditions. 
This is a remote location with no easy way out. 
Walkers will need to be capable and adequately 
prepared for any eventuality. 
Being exploratory in nature, numbers will be 
limited. 
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May Day Backpack and Camp 
Saturday 4th – Monday 6th May 

 
Leaders: Donna Burgess 0488 787 953 
  Jenny Wooding  0447 091 532 
Depart: 7am 
Journey: $20 
Camp fees: $13.10 
 
This will be a strenuous 3 day backpack hike. 
Saturday we will drive to Crediton Hall, leave the 
cars and back pack to Denham Range 
campground. This is a distance of approx. 19.5kms 
but will mostly be on road and steep in places. 
We will camp at Denham Range for 2 nights and 
on Sunday Garry will lead us on a day walk to the 
Stalk, a volcanic spike. 

Monday we will return via the same route to the 
cars. 
This will be a big weekend of walking and 
participants will need to carry all food and camping 
gear. A water tank is available at Denham Range 
and also one half way along the track. 
For those not wanting to backpack they are 
welcome to drive to Denham Range to join us for 
the walk to the Stalk on the Sunday but will need to 
make own arrangements. 
To attend this camp you will need to book by 29th 
April so camp bookings can be made. 
 

 
Previous Activities 

 
Rawson’s Creek 
Sunday 3 March 

 
After the recent rains the creeks have been flowing well and Rawson’s Creek, flowing out of Finch Hatton 
Gorge, was no exception. The rain from the week held off over the weekend and the walk was able to go 
ahead.  
  
Wet boots were the order of the day, with lots of rock hopping and at times, wading through water that was 

thigh deep, but our small group was surefooted and keen to make the most 
of this picturesque, boulder strewn creek.  Lunchtime afforded a refreshing 
swim at the bottom of a pretty waterfall. 
  
We didn’t make it to the last waterfall, 
as we were beaten by the water flow 
and although we tried to go high to get 
around a micro gorge that had just a bit 
too much water, even with Deb’s 

snippers, we were beaten by the walls of wait-a-while vine.  
  
Although the day ended a bit earlier than expected, the creek was 
beautiful and we all enjoyed an excellent walk. 

Donna 
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Mt Mongrel  Kinchant 
Sunday 10th March 

 
Donna and Ian are keen to lead new club walks and rang and asked if I would like to do an exploratory. 
Sounded like too good of an opportunity to pass up. After some head scratching we came up with Mt 
Kinchant. Garry made us a map and then had the good sense to stay home. 
 
Off the 3 of us eager beavers went to scale new territory. Frances on hearing what we were up to told me it 
was mongrel country – we should have listened. 
 

We set off to our proposed starting point to be met with large signs 
telling us to keep out and no walkers allowed. Hurrrumph!!!!!!!!!!!! 
The mountain is a nature reserve after all. 
 
Back we went with our tails between our legs when we discovered 
a track heading up the hill alongside the power lines. We decided 
to walk up it thinking we would get views back over the dam. Once 
up at the top it turned into a fire break and we saw we would be 
able to use it to get onto the ridge we wanted to take us to the top 
of Mt Kinchant. We optimistically set off through head high grass, 

thinking this would be a breeze. Of course we were worried about our stomachs so a lot of discussion revolved 
around where we would have afternoon tea. We decided on the coffee shop at Marian instead. Little did we 
know that at the end of the day we would be just happy to go home and collapse, all thoughts of afternoon tea 
banished, happy we had survived. 

 
we got there quickly, feeling quite smug. The actual top was only 922 m away 
and so we would be there for an early lunch and then a quick trip back for a 
nice afternoon tea. 
 
Wrong, wrong, wrong! That 922m took us 1 hour and 50 minutes.  It was 
indeed mongrel country and every footstep proved a challenge. The vines 
were horrendous. They tangled around our heads, wrapped around our 
middles and constantly trapped our feet. They were full of nasty prickles but 
we consoled ourselves - the battle would be worth it and we would be 
rewarded with spectacular views once on top. As we crawled towards the top 
the lantana kicked in to make matters worse. Several times I had to remind 
myself we were doing this for fun! When we eventually broke through to the 
top all we could see was each other. There were miniscule glimpses of views 

out through the trees. Oh well we had achieved our objective.  
 
We told ourselves that the trip back would be easier and 
quicker. Wrong again! It was every bit as arduous and it was 
around 5pm when we arrived back at the car. My new boots 
worn for the occasion looked worse for wear as did the 3 of us. 
To make matters worse we all came back with copious 
amounts of scrub itch. 
 
Now Donna and Ian the walk was a great experience but if you 
ever decide to put it on for the club, I promise I will be out of 
town that weekend. 
 
Jenny 

The Top 
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The Junction 
Sunday 17th March 

 
Taking into consideration the amount of rain we have had over 
past weeks I decided it would not be safe to go into Maud Creek 
so changed the walk to the Junction instead. This proved a good 
decision for the 8 of us who went. Recent rains had made the 
waterfalls spectacular and I really think this walk should be 
renamed as Waterfall Walk. 
 
When we arrived at the Junction the first waterfall and pool called 
to us and most opted for a refreshing swim. We then climbed to 

the second waterfall and pool and this one was really pumping. I have never seen it looking so good and Mari 
named this one Bridal Veil Falls. 

 
We headed off to the base of Doolami Falls for lunch unsure 
if we would be able to get there due to the volume of water. 
We made it almost to the 
bottom before the water beat 
us but we had a great view 
of the falls from our lunch 
spot. 
 
Once back on the main track 
most of us felt like another 

swim so we found a very nice pool just off the track and we all cooled off by 
frolicking in the crystal clear water. 
 
Thanks to those who came along – we had a great day. 
 
Jenny 
 


